
 
 
 

Field Meeting at Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens, 27 May 2018 

 
The 2018 Annual General Meeting was held at the Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens as usual. The 

proceedings of the meeting are documented elsewhere in the Newsletter.   Following the meeting, about 15 

members enjoyed the prolonged temperate autumn weather with lunch near the orchid house, and a walk 

amongst a variety of habitats in the Gardens’ grounds. 

 

Peter Haughton was our leader for the day, 

along with some insider knowledge from 

Nicola and Grahame Clarke, who promised to 

show us some Bassian Thrushes. There have 

been several recent reports of sightings of the 

thrushes on the Facebook page, so we headed 

off with optimism. 

 

As we approached the Arboretum, our hopes 

were realised with the sighting of seven 

Bassian Thrushes, which appeared to have 

completely accepted human company, 

showing little sign of flightiness. Everyone 

had excellent views. 

 

 

 

Possibly the highlight of the day 

appeared near the large dam adjacent to 

the lawn: three Crested Shrike-tits. They 

were flitting around near the water on 

low branches which overhang the dam.  

Once again, everybody was rewarded 

with excellent views of this special, not-

so-regularly-seen, species. 

 

Nearby we saw a spectacularly coloured 

male Golden Whistler. Heather and I 

agreed that we had never seen one with 

such extensive and intensive golden 

colouring, causing us to wonder whether 

it might be a new sub-species. 

 

The final highlight was a male 

Mistletoebird, seen quite close to the bridge which leads back to the Visitors’ Centre. As we gathered to 
complete the record-sheet, we were surprised to learn that we had a species list of only 27, but also agreed 

that the quality of our sightings had compensated for the lack of quantity. Many thanks to Paul for his great 

photos of the Shrike-tit and the Bassian Thrush.  Mandy Anderson 

 

Bassian Thrush   Photo: Paul Gatenby 

Crested Shrike-tit   Photo: Paul Gatenby 


