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Let’s	  Find	  Out	  if	  the	  Eurobodalla	  is	  a	  Hooded	  Plover-‐Free	  Zone	  

Amy Harris, National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Threatened Shorebird Recovery Coordinator for 
the Far South Coast Region, gave an interesting presentation on the distribution of Hooded Plover at the 
NPWS South Coast Shorebird Volunteer Conference at Kioloa in May. According to her records, it seems 
the Eurobodalla is largely a Hooded Plover-free zone. The Far South Coast Region runs from the southern 
bank of the Clyde River in Batemans Bay to the New South Wales/Victorian border, and includes most of 
the Eurobodalla. The most northerly record of Hooded Plover in this region is at Wallaga Lake, which is 
actually within the Bega Shire. Amy points out that there is a 100km gap between Hooded Plover records 
north of our area and the pair at Wallaga Lake and asks the question, ‘Why?’ 
 
Historic records from the Eurobodalla suggest that Hooded Plover were present at many locations along the 
coast: at South Durras; Barlings Beach to Broulee; Moruya Heads to Meringo; Narooma to Mystery Bay; 
and at Tilba Lake. There were resident pairs at various locations and breeding was recorded in the 2004–5 
season at South Durras, Dawsons Beach, Nangudga and Bogola Head. These breeding records stop in 2005. 
Since then we have only had reports of vagrant birds: a pair of immatures at Lilli Pilli in 2009; another pair 
of immatures at Potato Point in 2011; and a single bird at Coila Lake in 2012. 
 
The Hooded Plover at Wallaga Lake do move up and 
down the coast and are often recorded within the 
Eurobodalla around Tilba Lake. This pair breeds at 
Wallaga Lake and last summer, successfully raised three 
young, all of which were banded. One of the banded 
juveniles, ‘Y8’, turned up at Racecourse Beach near 
Ulladulla in June and was photographed by Charles 
Dove, a member of the Illawarra Bird Observers Club. 
 
It may be that Hooded Plover in the Eurobodalla are 
overlooked. They can be tricky to see on the beach as a 
number of us noticed at the Kioloa conference. There 
was a pair of Hooded Plover on the beach there and it 
was quite easy not to notice the birds as they rested away 
from the shoreline, on the sand among the pumice. They 
were perfectly camouflaged. The best way of determining whether there are Hooded Plover around is to look 
for their tracks rather than the birds themselves. These tracks are very similar to Red-Capped Plover but 
when you find the bird that created the tracks, it is easy to tell them apart. Dimitris has written an article on 
identifying Hooded Plover which follows. 
 
The BirdLife Australia Hooded Plover biennial count is coming up and will be a great opportunity to find out 
whether there are any birds present on our shores. Details are provided below. And…just as I was about to 
finish writing this article, I’ve had a report of three Hooded Plover at Bengello Beach (just south of Broulee) 
in August, and two were young birds. So there may some hope that the species may return to our shores.  
Julie Morgan 
 
 



Adult Hooded Plover                              Photo: C. Dove 

What can we do? 
 
BirdLife Australia Hooded Plover Biennial Count 
15th and 16th of November 2014 (or a few days around this time) 
 
Amy Harris is looking for volunteers to survey their local beaches over November 15th and 16th or within a 
few days of these dates. If you can help out by surveying one or more beaches could you please let Amy 
know and she will send you the Birdlife Survey forms. This year the survey has expanded to include other 
shorebird species, including Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher, Red-capped Plover and also any signs of Little or 
Fairy Tern nesting. The survey involves walking along your local beach and reporting the species and should 
only take a few hours. Amy is coordinating a complete survey of all beaches from Batemans Bay in the north 
to Nadgee in the south, so any help that we can provide in the Eurobodalla would be greatly appreciated. The 
survey will give us a comprehensive idea of Hooded Plover activity on the Far South Coast of NSW and may 
turn up a new sighting. Please contact Amy at amy.harris@environment.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
To help with Hooded Plover identification 
 
Adults 
There is no other plover species in Australia that 
boasts the patterning of the adult Hooded Plover 
(Thinornis rubricollis). The head is black which 
is intercepted by a white collar onto the upper 
back and flanks. The rest of the back and wing 
coverts are pale-grey, while the vent and tail are 
white with bold black markings in the center. In 
flight the primaries and secondaries are boldly-
patterned black with a white wing-bar which is 
similar to the wing pattern of the Black-tailed 
Godwit (Limosa limosa). The legs are pink and 
the red eye-ring and red bill with a black tip are 
distinctive. The overall shape of the Hooded 
Plover is plump, rounded, well-proportioned and 
compact. 
 
Juvenile 
The patterns of juvenile birds ghost those of adults. All the black, however, is replaced with pale-grey or 
white and the wing feathers are fringed white. The eye ring and beak are yellow rather than red and the legs 
pale orange or yellow. A juvenile Hooded Plover is the palest plover to occur in Australia. 
 
Behaviour 
Birds follow rising and falling waves up and down; visually detecting prey which they then peck. Among 
plovers this behaviour is unique to the Hooded Plover. It will also forage in a typical plover fashion on calm 
sand flats.  
 
Similar species 
Both sand plovers, the Double-banded Plover (Charadrius bicinctus) and Red-capped Plover (C. 
ruficapillus) can be immediately distinguished by their dark legs, the lack of neck collars and being overall 
darker-plumaged than the Hooded Plover. The Oriental Plover (C. veredus), rare to our area, has pale legs, a 
tall elongated structure and darker plumage than the Hooded Plover. The remainder of the resident plovers 
are all too-boldly patterned to be confused with Hooded Plover. Dimitris Bertzeletos 
 
 
A warm welcome to new members…… 
 
Judy Baghurst, Tomakin 
Tina Le, Moruya 
Hendre Roelink, Mossy Point 
 
 



 
 

 
Saturday November 9, 2pm Cloutt’s Road, Moruya–Meet at the car park outside the Eurobodalla Shire 
Council and the Library, off Vulcan Street, Moruya. Walk down Cloutt’s Road–bush and farmland areas 
should result in a wide variety of species. Rufous Songlark, Australasian Pipit, Wedge-tailed Eagle. 

Sunday November 24, 9am Waders–check the Field Meetings page of the website or contact David Kay or 
Julie Morgan for the venue after November 19. The location for this walk depends on wader activity, 
weather and water levels in the estuaries. If cancelled due to weather, an alternative walk will be proposed. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Don McGregor has developed a new 
presentation which is the culmination of six 
years of detailed and intensive research on 
four male Superb Lyrebirds in the 
Eurobodalla. His latest presentation includes 
new film showing the most intricate details 
of lyrebird behaviour and breeding. The 
presentation will be at The Pines, 36 
Craddock Road, Tuross Heads. Entry is by 
donation with proceeds going to CancerCare. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Anyone can write an article for the newsletter and it would be great to see some new contributors. 
 
If you: 

• Have been on a holiday where you saw some interesting birds 
• Have discovered a new birding spot in our local area 
• Would like to let others know about the birding happenings in your garden or suburb 
• Have learnt something interesting about wildlife that you would like to share 
• Have taken an interesting photo that would add to the quality of the newsletter 
 

Or if you feel that you can contribute in any way to the newsletter, then you are strongly encouraged to 
forward your thoughts to the editorial team (editor@enhs.org.au). It would be helpful if articles were 
submitted in Times New Roman font, size 11. 
 
OUR WEBSITE is an important source of sharing information. Don’t forget to refer to the website regularly 
www.enhs.org.au where you will find up-to-date information on activities, members’ sightings and other 
issues relating to the Society. You may also like to add a post to the Members’ Sightings page.  If you would 
like to post and don’t have a username and password, contact Julie at secretary@enhs.org.au    
The editorial team 
  

What’s Coming Up… 

Lure of the Lyrebird Presentation – Monday November 10 at 7.30pm 

Your Newsletter 

Superb Lyrebird                                           Photo: . D. McGregor 



 
 

 
It was an interesting winter in the 
Eurobodalla. Swift Parrot surveys 
conducted across our forests confirmed 
casual observations that there was very 
little gum flowering in the shire. We 
found just one area where there was 
some flowering, and that was of Grey 
Ironbark (Eucalyptus paniculata) from 
Dwyers Creek Road, Moruya to the 
Moruya State Forest. Swift Parrot 
numbers were low–just four birds–which 
is nothing like our usual numbers. 
Nevertheless, survey work is always 
rewarding with sightings of Spotted 
Quail-thrush, Superb Lyrebird and the 
occasional Pilotbird. It wasn’t until 
September that we had the Swift Parrot numbers we’ve become used to in recent years–700 were located in 
flowering Grey Ironbark along Old Mill Road at Turlinjah. A full report of this discovery will be included in 
the next newsletter. 
 
The lack of flowering gums may also explain the late return of other species, like the Noisy Friarbird. While 
some birds do over-winter in the Eurobodalla, the breeding population usually returns in early August. This 
year, our first return was in September. So like the Swift Parrot, this species seems to have delayed its return 
to the Eurobodalla. It begs the question, ‘How do they know?’ 
 
We had some interesting birds appear in the area over winter. The report of Noisy Pitta at Wallaga Lake in 
July attracted many interested observers who were keen to catch a glimpse of this stunning bird. Mandy has 
written an account of her experience for this newsletter which includes a great photo from Ann. According to 
ENHS records, this is the second sighting of this species in our area, with a juvenile recorded at Akolele, just 
north of Wallaga Lake, in 2002. Other interesting sightings included a Pink Robin at Box Cutting in June, 

which was heard by a visiting group of birdwatchers 
from the Canberra Ornithological Group (COG) and 
a Sanderling at Moruya Beach in August, which had 
no breeding plumage at all, suggesting that it was 
either over-wintering in Australia or a non-breeding 
bird that had returned early. 
 
Bassian Thrush made their way down to the coast in 
numbers this year with an increased number of 
reports of the species. Usually this bird is difficult 
to see, hiding in thick vegetation, but it seems it’s 
more cooperative near settled areas and good views 
of the species were reported from ERBG, South 
Durras, Mystery Bay, the Deua River and on a 
roadside verge at Congo.  Julie Morgan 
 

 
 
 
 

An unusual bird visitor arrived in our area in mid-July, causing a ripple of excitement through the birding 
communities of Eurobodalla and the Far South Coast. At least two Noisy Pitta were observed on several 
occasions at Morunna Point, at the southern end of Wallaga Lake. I had been noticing a number of Noisy 
Pitta observations recorded on Eremaea Birdlines, and they seemed to be moving south. Imagine seeing a 
Pitta in our own ‘back-yard’, I mused. My only previous observations of Noisy Pitta have been in the 
rainforests of Lamington National Park at Binna Burra, where they are certainly much more easily heard than 
seen, as their ‘walk-to-work’ call is quite unambiguous. 

A Most Exciting Sighting 

Bassian Thrush                            Photo: R. Soroka 

Spotted-Quail thrush                                   Photo: S.Benjamin 

Looking Back Over Winter 2014 



 
To my amazement, an observation was 
recorded at Wallaga Lake on Birdlines on 12th 
July by an observer who was requesting 
assistance with its identification. After reading 
this report, Richard Nipperess and I drove 
down to Wallaga Lake, followed the board-
walk along to the end and walked up into the 
Pittosporum forest. After a very short time, the 
rather small but spectacularly coloured pitta 
hopped into view and co-operatively scrabbled 
amongst the leaf-litter whilst we watched for 
about an hour. As we observed this first bird, 
which was an immature, we heard a second 
individual calling from nearby, and there was 
also more noise amongst the leaf-litter quite 
close to us. We had no success in locating this one, but other observers claim to have identified three 
individuals. Richard and I, with other interested friends, made subsequent visits to the site in the following 
few days and Ann Christiansen got some wonderful photos. One bird was reportedly observed again as 
recently as early September. 
 
In more northerly parts of its range, pittas tend to spend the summer at higher altitudes, and move down into 
the lower forests in the colder weather. I wondered whether this could have been the case here. Perhaps pittas 
have been here for many years, spending summer on the higher slopes of Gulaga, where we would have 
more difficulty observing them, then moving down to the coastal forests in the winter. An immature bird was 
recorded at Akolele in 2002, so it is likely that the species is actually breeding in our area. The possibility 
that these birds were aviary escapees was raised, but local aviculturists confirm that pittas are rare in 
captivity and none are bred on the south coast. They are an extremely difficult species to captive-breed so it 
is highly unlikely that they are escapees. 
 
The Noisy Pitta is a smallish (18-21cm) but brilliantly coloured bird. The striking tangerine colour of the 
vent contrasts with the green, tan, black and cream of its plumage, and the iridescent blue on the wing. Its 
normal range is north of Taree, extending up to Cape York, but sightings have been occurring since the early 
1990’s in the Illawarra region at Kiama and Jamberoo Pass. 
 
What an amazing privilege to have such an exotically beautiful bird in our local area, and to have been able 
to observe it, seemingly unperturbed by our presence. It was clearly oblivious to the excitement that it had 
created.  Mandy Anderson 
 

 
 
 

There are a number of Australian plants commonly named Christmas Bush. In New South Wales it is 
Ceratopetalum gummiferum; in Tasmania Bursaria spinulosa; in Western Australia Nuytsia floribunda; and 
in Victoria it is Prostanthera lasianthos. The genus Prostanthera named from the Greek prostheca (an 
addition) and anthera (anther) is also known as Mint Bush. This genus is endemic to Australia and is a 
member of the Lamiaceae family, which has over 200 genera worldwide, found in all but very cold regions. 
Characteristics include leaves which are opposite and highly aromatic, square stems, flowers with 5 petals 
fused into a tube and sometimes labiate (petals fuse to form a lip). Other Australian genera include 
Plectranthus, Cleradendron and Westringia. Many culinary herbs such as Lavender, Mint, Basil, Oregano, 
Sage and Rosemary are also members of this family. 
 
Prostanthera lasianthos named from the Greek lasios (hairy) and anthos (flower) is 1 of 112 species of 
Prostanthera found in all states in Australia. It is the largest (1-10m), most varied species and has the widest 
distribution of all Prostanthera. It is called the Victorian Christmas Bush because it flowers in that state 
around Christmas time. However, it also occurs all along the east coast from Southern Queensland to 
Tasmania and in the Eurobodalla, flowers in mid to late spring. Preferred natural habitat is sheltered, forested 
slopes, water courses and gullies. In the garden it prefers moist, well drained, loamy soils and will tolerate 
sun, shade and frost. Due to being less tolerant of wind, it is often grown along a fence or wall. 
 

Christmas in Spring 

Noisy Pitta at Wallaga Lake          Photo: A. Christiansen 



The leaves of this species are larger than most mint 
bushes, being up to 120mm long and 13-30mm 
wide. Margins are usually toothed and the upper 
surface is darker than the lower surface and leaves 
have a strong mint fragrance when touched. Flowers 
are white or mauve, with purple and orange spots 
inside the tube, up to 2cm long with a three-lobed 
spreading lower lip and an erect two-lobed upper 
lip, very hairy and, occur in terminal clusters or may 
be solitary. 
 
The larvae of two species of hepialid moths Aenetus 
eximia (Common Ghost Moth) and Aenetus 
ligniveren (Common Splendid Ghost Moth) use 
Prostanthera lasianthos as one of their food 
sources. Eggs are laid in the bark and the larvae bore 
into the stem and emerge at night to feed on the bark. 
 
There is a Prostanthera track at the Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens which is worth a visit to see the 
Prostanthera lasianthos in full flower.  Fran Anderson 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We recently spent a week in the Maldives where we saw a total of six bird species. But, in the sandy and 
scrubby front yard of our little cabin on the beach, there was a population of hermit crabs, all different sizes, 
and in a range of different shells. We would watch the antics of these animals endlessly as we sat out there at 
various times of the day. In the end we began to wonder how many there actually were, and this is when the 
Mark/Recapture technique sprang to mind. 
 
The easiest way to grasp the principle of this technique is to imagine a sock filled with an unknown (to you) 
number of marbles, the number actually being 100. You take out a random number of marbles (make it 50) 
and mark them (this is the Mark phase of the method) and then put them back into the sock and mix them 
thoroughly. Now you go and Recapture, by taking out at random, 50 (but it does not have to be 50) marbles 
again. If the marbles have been completely mixed in the sock, and if no new marbles have been put in and 
none taken out in the meantime, half (with some margin for error) of the 50 you have taken out (25) will be 
marked. So you can then calculate the total population as 50 (the total number recaptured)/25 (the number of 
recaptures that were marked) x 50 (the number originally marked) equaling 100, without ever actually 
counting the marbles in the sock. This technique can be applied to populations of animals for which the 
actual population size cannot actually be counted. But, as with the marbles in the sock, you must be able to 
catch the animals and mark them, and during the Mark/Recapture period, there must be no imports, no 
deaths, and the marked animals must mix completely with the rest of the population. 
 

So we scrounged a marker pen and started 
numbering the shells, some numbered animals 
are shown in the picture. We marked for about 
two days, left them for a day, then recaptured 
(and released) three times the next day, at 
intervals of about four hours. We marked 72 
animals, and recaptured 27, 33 and 30, with 11, 
14 and 10 of these totals respectively being 
marked. This gave us population numbers of 
177, 170 and 144 respectively, in an area of 130 
square metres. But since the crabs seemed to use 
only about a third of the designated area, which 
contained vegetation, their density was probably 
about three to four per square metres. 

 

Mark/Recapture: An Easy Way to Estimate Populations 

 

Prostanthera lasianthos       Photo: H. Moore 

Marked Hermit Crabs               Photo: M. Guppy 



The main reason for writing this article is to demonstrate how easy it is to find out something useful about a 
population of animals. They might be snails in your garden, beetles in the bush, or some sort of crab on the 
beach. If you can catch them and mark them, you can get an idea of the size of the population. Michael and 
Sarah Guppy 
 
 

 
 
 

 
As some of you would know, I am a volunteer at the Moruya & District Historical Society. From time to 
time, I come across some interesting articles that relate to nature and the following was of particular interest 
given my love of native Australian bird calls. The article below appeared in the Moruya Examiner of 14th 
June 1889 under the heading of ‘Acclimatisation’.  Julie Morgan 
 
Mr. W. W. Wren, manager of Kameruka Estate, informs us that Mr. R. L. Tooth, the proprietor, is sending 
up a lot of English song birds, to be liberated on the estate.  The consignment will include about fifty pairs 
each of English blackbirds, starlings and skylarks and about twenty-five pairs of gold-finches.  A number of 
Californian quail have already been liberated, and they are making fair headway.  We trust that every person 
in the district will second Mr. Tooth in his grand effort to acclimatise the favourite songsters of the old 
country in this part of the new world, by affording the strangers all the protection possible.  It would be a 
wanton piece of vandalism to shoot or destroy the birds, to import which it has cost a lot of money, and we 
feel sure that it is only necessary to make public the fact that the birds have been let loose to prevent 
sportsmen shooting at them.  If given a fair chance, in a few years the birds should be numerous throughout 
the district, and the rich notes of the little songsters will be the delight of the residents.  Mr. Tooth’s action in 
this direction is worthy of the greatest praise, and he deserves the thanks of everyone for his efforts.  It is a 
great pity there are not a few more landholders in the country to follow in his footsteps.  The estate has been 
improved by the construction of a large artificial lake, on which may now be seen white swans and 
waterfowl.  We learn that occasionally English pheasants are seen in different parts of the district.  Several 
pairs were let go a few years ago, it will be remembered, but they were shot at, and several destroyed.  We 
might mention that anyone found shooting or destroying imported birds is liable to a fine of £50. 
 
Reprinted from Bega Standard. 
 
 

 
 
 

New research in Spain suggests a species of cuckoo protects the nest of crows from predators. Naomi 
Langmore, who has studied cuckoos at the Australian National University, tells the story to Yi-Di Ng, an 
intern writing in the June/July issue of COSMOS, the Australian-published Science magazine. 

An evolutionary biologist from the University of Oviedo in Spain, Daniela Canestrari, was studying the 
breeding habits of crows when she noted they appear to be more successful in their breeding when a 
particular species of cuckoo lays eggs in their nests. Canestrari and her colleagues investigated the possible 
reason for this. The Great-spotted Cuckoo lays eggs in both crow and magpie nests. It was noted that 
magpies weren’t as successful breeders as crows. Magpies chased the cuckoos away and ejected most of 
their eggs from the nest. Crows however, by comparison, tolerated the baby cuckoos in the nest. 

Surprisingly, 76% of nests carrying cuckoo chicks raised baby crows to maturity, while only 54% of nests 
with no cuckoos were successful. The answer was unexpected. As the cuckoo chicks were being handled, 
researchers couldn’t fail to notice they would release a foul-smelling, acidic, pungent, dark oily slime from 
their rear. Canestrari concluded that this could drive predators away (and no doubt birdwatchers as well). 
Experiments confirmed her theory that cuckoo chicks help their foster nests by repelling predators. 
Richard Nipperess 

Source: Article by Yi-Di Ng-COSMOS June/July 2014 

 
 
 

Introduction of Song Birds 

Cuckoos With That? 



 
ENHS members have many stories to tell about their 
observations of nature. ‘My Patch’ is a forum where these 
stories can be shared with others and will be published 
both in the newsletter and on the website. Photos are 
welcome. Please send your contributions to 
mypatch@enhs.org.au 
 
 
 
Logo design Trevor King 
 

 
 
Diamond Pythons at Pedro Swamp 
 
Andrew and I have been living at Pedro 
Swamp for almost 12 years and, until this year, 
have only seen one Diamond Python. In April 
this year, we were thrilled to find two up near 
the house. The first was a huge specimen 
whose body was thicker than Andrew’s arm. It 
took up residence among our pot plants on the 
downstairs verandah and then moved into the 
woodpile about 100 metres away from the 
house. The second was a smaller snake, 2.4 
metres in length, and it stayed with us over the 
winter. It took shelter under a stack of roof 
tiles and moved between there and the pot 
plants on the downstairs verandah. It favoured 
a black pot plant and curled up regularly on the 
parsley growing there. The parsley did not 
survive the experience. The python wasn’t 
particularly disturbed by our presence and we enjoyed observing our winter guest. It left us in early spring. 
And just in case you’re wondering how I know that the second snake was precisely 2.4 metres in length, it 
shed its skin before it left and I was lucky enough to find it intact. Julie Morgan 
 
 
Small Birds in Shrubs 
 
When we first moved to Moruya some eight years ago, we did not see any small bush birds either in our 
house block or in the garden block next door. There were plenty of trees and shrubs to make nice habitat for 
them. However, the numbers have been increasing every year since. This year, we have had large flocks of 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater and Silvereye, resident Eastern Spinebill, Grey Fantail, as well as thornbills, and 
recently a few Superb Fairy-wren. Why is this so? I cannot tell. The only thing is that at first the garden 
block was very, very overgrown, almost impenetrable, so together with a few trees blowing down and much 
clearing, the vegetation is now much more open. As well, I have placed several bird baths in strategic 
positions. Perhaps those are the reasons. John and Jenny Liney 
 
 
Highlights from ENHS records - Winter 2014 
 
Avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 
Musk Duck 5, 1 Deua R/PS MS/JM  
Aust Wood Duck 100 Com JC Calling at nest sites in June 
Chestnut Teal 300 Com JC Feeding on corn silage. Nesting in 

August 
Pacific Black Duck 300 Com JC Feeding on corn silage. Nesting in 

August 
Hardhead 10 Trunketabella MA  

Diamond Python                                   Photo: J. Morgan 



Hoary-headed Grebe 100 Brou L FM Joint ENHS and COG 
Brown Cuckoo-Dove Up to 10 MKS SMG  
Bar-shouldered Dove 3 BP JW  
Topknot Pigeon 3, 2 MKS/Bodalla 

SF 
SMG/SB At MKS in June and Bodalla SF in 

August 
Tawny Frogmouth 1, 2 Deua R/ TS MS/JH In a tree fern at TS 
Aust Owlet-nightjar 1 Com JC  
Black-browed Albatross  20 Off South DS FM  
Shy Albatross 2 CO LG/JM/HR Off the point 
Little Penguin 1 MB MA Decapitated 
Aust Gannet 50 Off Sth DS FM  
Little Black Cormorant Up to 100 TS JH  
Pied Cormorant 6, 3 Brou L/MHS FM/LG/JM/

HR 
Joint ENHS and COG 

White-necked Heron 2, 4 MYA/Com JM/JC One immature at MYA. Nest 
building at Com in August. 

Intermediate Egret 1 Com JC  
Cattle Egret Up to 20 MYA JM  
Striated Heron 2 MHS LG/JM/HR Flying around over Quondolo 

Lagoon together. 
Little Egret 200 MYA JL In various paddocks around Moruya; 

upright and slender, not Cattle 
Egrets.  

Eastern Reef Heron 1 Pedro Pt / 
Mullimburra Pt 

JM/DHK  

Nankeen Night Heron 2 Com JC From August 13 
Straw-necked Ibis More than 

300 
MYA JM In flocks overflying Moruya 

Royal Spoonbill 23,15 WL/MYA MA/DSD  
Eastern Osprey 1 NA M Mason June 
Square-tailed Kite 1 or 2 DS/MKS/MB/ 

WL 
SB/DSD/ 
JM/SMG/ 
MA 

 

Whistling Kite 3 MB MA And a raven on a dead wallaby 
Brown Goshawk 1, 2 BP/Com JW/JC  
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 Brou L/Com FM/JC Joint ENHS and COG 
Grey Goshawk 1 Malua Bay/ 

MHS/MO/NA/
MB 

MW/JM/ 
DHK/AC/ 
M Mason 

 

Swamp Harrier 1 or 2 Barlings S/ 
Com/MB/WL 

JW/JC/MA  

Australian Hobby 1 TS JH  
Peregrine Falcon 1 Sth DS/BP/ 

Com/Tilba L 
FM/JW/JC/
MA 

 

Buff-banded Rail 2 TS JH  
Eurasian Coot More than 

250 
Brou L FM Joint ENHS and COG 

Aust Pied Oystercatcher 16 TS WN  
Sooty Oystercatcher 10 Pedro Pt JM  
Black-winged Stilt 2 to 4 Com JC July-August 
Red-capped Plover Up to 46 TS WN  
Double-banded Plover 17, 13, 5 WL/CO/TS DB/LG/JM/

HR/WN 
 

Black-fronted Dotterel 4 Runnyford Rd FM  
Hooded Plover 2 WL DB/JM In July 
Masked Lapwing 5 TS WN Nesting recorded in July, young in 

August 
Bar-tailed Godwit More than 60 NA MA August 
Eastern Curlew 12 MHS LG/JM/HR  



Sanderling 1 MHS JM In August 
Red-necked Stint 1 TS WN  
Caspian Tern 4 Mummaga L FM  
Silver Gull 300 MYA JL  
Glossy Black Cockatoo Up to 16 Deua R MS A high number for this species 
Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoo 

24 Coolagolite DO  

Gang-Gang Cockatoo 8 PS JM  

Little Corella 250 MYA JL On paddocks, overflying or resting 
on powerlines, making the wires sag 
under the weight. 

Musk Lorikeet 30 MYA SF DSD/JM Feeding on Grey Ironbark blossom 
along Western Boundary Rd. 

Little Lorikeet 27 MYA DSD/JM Feeding on Grey Ironbark blossom 
along Dwyers Creek Rd. 

Swift Parrot 2, 2 MYA/MYA SF DSD/JM Feeding on Grey Ironbark blossom 
along Dwyers Creek Rd, MYA and 
Western Boundary Rd, MYA SF. 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 BP/Deua R/ 
MYA 

JW/MS/ 
DSD/JM 

August 

Powerful Owl 2, 1 Deua R/MYA 
SF 

MS/CM  

Sooty Owl Call PS/MB JM/AC In July at PS, August at MB 
Masked Owl 2 PS FM Joint ENHS and COG in June 
Azure Kingfisher 1 Com JC  
Noisy Pitta Up to 3 WL Various 

observers 
An adult and a juvenile bird reported 
under the Pittosporum at the southern 
end of WL 

Superb Lyrebird 4 Deua R MS  
Red-browed 
Treecreeper 

2 DS/CO SB/DSD/ 
JM/DHK 

 

Satin Bowerbird Up to 20 Deua R MS  
Southern Emu-wren 6 Cullendulla Ck DB  
Pilotbird 1/call MYA SF/Box 

Cutting 
JM/MA  

Large-billed Scrubwren 1 ERBG NC  
Striated Thornbill 10 Mummaga L FM Nest building 
Buff-rumped Thornbill 20 Buckenboura Rd DSD/JM In their regular spot 
Striated Pardalote 4, 1, 2 PS/MO/Com JM/NM/ 

FM 
 

Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater 

More than 
300 

MYA DSD/JM Feeding on Grey Ironbark blossom 
along Dwyers Creek Rd. 

White-eared 
Honeyeater 

4 MYA DSD/JM  

Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeater 

6 Brou L FM Joint ENHS and COG 

Fuscous Honeyeater Up to 20, 14 PS/MYA JM/DSD  
Crescent Honeyeater 8 MYA DSD/JM  
White-cheeked 
Honeyeater 

20 MYA DSD/JM Feeding on Grey Ironbark blossom 

Brown-headed 
Honeyeater 

8 Com JC  

Scarlet Honeyeater 2, 6 MO/MYA SF NM/DHK/ 
JH 

 

Noisy Friarbird 1 MO NM In early August. Return of the 
migrating population late this year 
probably due to a lack of flowering 
gums. 

  



Spotted Quail-thrush 5, 4, 2 Deua NP/ 
Runnyford Rd 
/NA 

FM/SB  

Varied Sittella 4, 6 Bingie/Com DHK/JC  
White-bellied Cuckoo-
shrike 

1 or 2 PS/Com JM/JC  

Crested Shrike-tit 1 DS/ERBG/ 
MYA/MO 

SB/DSD/ 
JM/NC/NM 

 

Australian Figbird 10, 6, 3 MYA, NA, 
BBWG 

JM/AC/NC  

Pied Currawong Up to 26 Coolagolite DO  
Grey Currawong 2 to 3, 1 Com/MYA JC/JM  
Aust Raven 133 Eurobodalla Rd WN All feeding in one paddock. Nesting 

recorded at BP and PS in August. 
Little Raven Up to 120 Com JC  
White-winged Chough 36 Bodalla MA  
Scarlet Robin 1-2 Deua R/Bergalia 

/MYA SF 
MS/DHK/ 
CM 

Fewer records in the shire this year 

Rose Robin 4 MYA DSD/JM Along Dwyers Creek Rd 
Pink Robin Call Box Cutting COG In June 
Golden-headed 
Cisticola 

6 Com JC  

Silvereye Hundreds BP/PS JW/JM Moving south in August 
Tree Martin 30 Com JC  
Bassian Thrush 6, 5 ERBG/Deua R NC/MS More records in the shire this winter 
Common Starling 150 Eurobodalla Rd WN All feeding in one paddock 
Australian Pipit Up to 14 Com JC  
European Goldfinch Up to 30 Com JC In July and August 
 
 
 
Non-avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 
Short-beaked Echidna 3 PS JM In a breeding procession. Singles 

elsewhere. 
Spotted-tailed Quoll 1 or signs Currowan Ck/ 

PS 
IAG/JM Captured on camera at Currowan Ck 

Common Wombat 1 or signs NA/ 
Coolagolite 

MA/DO Roadkill at NA 

Yellow-bellied Glider Calls Mossy Pt HR In July 
Sugar Glider calls Mossy Pt, 

PS/Com 
HR/JM/JC  

Common Ringtail Possum 2, 1 MB/PS MA/FM Joint ENHS and COG 
Common Brushtail Possum Up to 6 

1 
Com/ 
PS 

JC 
JM 

 
Pale colouration 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Up to 82 Coolagolite DO  
Red-necked Wallaby Up to 5 Coolagolite DO  
Swamp Wallaby Up to 10 PS/MB JM/MA  
Grey-headed Flying Fox 1 Mossy Pt/MB HR/MA  
Dingo Calls Com JC  
Jacky Lizard 1  Coolagolite DO A large specimen found on the road in 

August – very sluggish. 
Diamond Python 1, 4 PS/MB JM/MA  
Eastern Small-eyed Snake 1 Deua R MS In July 
Mustard Bellied Snake 1 Lilli Pilli IAG Run over 
Red-bellied Black Snake 1 MKS SMG Eating an eel 
Australian Fur Seal 5, 8 MHS/NA FM/MA Frolicking off Toragy/at the NA rock-

wall 
Humpback Whales Small pods MB/BI MA/DO  
Bottlenose Dolphin 6 MB AC  



Frogs 

JC/JL/JM/HR/JW 

Common Eastern Froglet, Brown Striped Frog, Haswell’s Froglet, Brown, and Tyler’s Toadlet; 
tree frogs: Jervis Bay, Keferstein’s, Peron’s, Verreaux’s 

Moths 

JW/JC/JM 

Ghost, Plume, Red-lined Geometrid, Twin Emerald, Cream Wave, Plantain, Mecynata, 
Sodaliata, Variable Halone, Green-blotched, Brown and Variable Cutworm, Native Budworm 

Butterflies 

JC/JL/JM/JW/FM 

Imperial and Black Jezebel, Cabbage White, Common Brown, Meadow Argus, Aust Painted 
Lady, Yellow Admiral, Common Grass Blue 

Beetles  JC Ladybirds: Transverse, Striped, Spotted Amber 

Bugs  JC Harlequin, Green Vegetable, Water Strider 

Spiders 

JC/JL/JM/JW/FM 

Leaf-curling, Red Back, Daddy Long Legs, Black House, White-tailed, Little Striped and 
Garden Wolf, Huntsman, Jumping, Water, Comb-footed, Wheel-weaving 

Flowering plants 

JH/DSD/JM/DO/
FM 

Native Water Fern (Azolla sp), White Sally, Lightwood, Sydney Golden, Sickle, Swamp, 
Bower and Hop Wattle, Purple Coral Pea, Gorse Bitter Pea, Sandfly Zieria, Common Heath, 
Australian Indigo, Nodding Greenhood, Maroonhood, Large Mosquito Orchid, Rat’s Tail 
Orchid, Pixie Caps 

 
 
Contributors               Abbreviations 
MA M Anderson, MB GM G Macnamara, TS BB Batemans Bay 
SB S Benjamin, Catalina NM N Montgomery, MO BBWG Batemans Bay Water Gardens 
DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside JM J Morgan, PS BI Bermagui 
AC A Christiansen, MB CM C Morrison, TS BP Burrewarra Point 
NC N Clark, Surf Beach WN W Nelson, TS Com Comerang 
JC  J&P Collett, Com DO D Ondinea, Coolagolite CO Congo 
IAG I&A Grant, Lilli Pilli HR H Ransom, Mossy Pt DS Durras 
MG M Griggs, Sunshine Bay MS M Summerhayes, MYA ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 
SMG S&M Guppy, MKS JW J Whiter, BP MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 
AH A Harris, MYA MW M Wilkinson, Malua Bay MO Meringo 
JH J&J Houghton, TS FM Field Meeting MYA Moruya 
TH T Hunt, OMBS  M Mason, NA MH Moruya Heads, N&S 
NJ N Jones, Long Beach   MB Mystery Bay 
DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia   NA Narooma 
JL J&J Liney, MYA   NP National Park 
    PS Pedro Swamp 
    PP Potato Point 
    SB Surf Beach 
    SF State Forest 
    TS Tuross 
    WL Wallaga Lake 
 
 
ENHS Committee and Contact Details  
Chair David Kay 4474 5619 chair@enhs.org.au 
Secretary/Recorder Julie Morgan 4474 5888 secretary@enhs.org.au 
Treasurer Malcolm Griggs 4472 4150 treasurer@enhs.org.au 
Committee Fran Anderson, Mandy Anderson, Lyn 

Burden, Peter Haughton, Richard 
Nipperess 

  

Public Officer and 
Membership 

Peter Haughton 4471 3271 pje@haughton.id.au 
 

Minutes Secretary Mandy Anderson 4473 7651 mandy-anderson@bigpond.com  
Editorial Team Mandy Anderson, Lucy Gibson, Helen 

Kay, Julie Morgan, Richard Nipperess 
 editor@enhs.org.au 

Website Julie Morgan 4474 5888 secretary@enhs.org.au 
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Diamond Python in the Parsley     Photo: J. Morgan 


