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The Gould’s Petrel (Pterodroma leucoptera) - Gould 1844 

The Gould‟s Petrel belongs to the genus Pterodroma. Commonly known as Gadfly Petrels, the genus 

includes about 35 species though the taxonomy is currently in flux. Within this group, Gould‟s falls under 

the subgenus Cookilaria along with about eight other similar species. In terms of race, two subspecies are 

currently recognised in the Gould‟s Petrel and some authorities split these. The nominate form P. leucoptera 

leucoptera bred until recently only on Cabbage Tree Island off the NSW coast. P. leucoptera caledonica 

(New Caledonian Petrel) on the other hand breeds in the tropical western Pacific. 

 

Identification, measurements and confusion species 

The identification of Pterodroma Petrels is not easy. Many species are very similar and display pale, 

intermediate and dark colour morphs. Detailed identification is left to field guides and here I will only 

describe the Gould‟s Petrel providing some pointers on how to separate this species from Black-winged 

Petrel (P. nigripennis) the most similar species to occur frequently in waters off the Eurobodalla.  

 

With a wingspan of approximately 60cm and a body length of 30cm Gould‟s Petrel is a small black and 

white bird. The background colours of the upper parts are mottled blue grey with a darker „M‟ across the 

wings and back. The head and rump are also darker with the former giving the species a hooded appearance 

apart from the forehead and eyebrows which are white. This white extends to the chin and throat and to the 

rest of the under parts, with the exception of the flight and tail feathers, and two black marks extending from 

the carpal joints towards the body. The Black-winged Petrel is very similar but is slightly larger, with a grey 

rather than a dark hood, blacker upper parts to the wings, and more extensive and bolder markings on the 

underwing. 

 

Behaviour, breeding and diet 

In Australia the Gould‟s Petrel breeds between November and 

March in rock crevices and under debris. Each female will lay a 

single egg with the parents taking 16 to 17 day shifts to incubate it 

for the 49 days until it hatches. Both parents feed (squid, fish) the 

chick for thirteen weeks thereafter. By the time the chick is ready to 

leave the nest site it can weigh half as much as its parents. This 

excess feeding is common amongst petrels, shearwaters and 

albatross as it provides the chicks with an energy buffer while they 

learn to fend for themselves. Gould‟s Petrel are believed to first 

breed at four to five years of age, with the current record lifespan 

being held by a bird which was caught 32 years later at the site 

where it was banded as a chick. 

 

Little is known of the biology of the species away from the breeding 

grounds. The species has been sighted as far away as South 

America, but it is unknown if Australian birds are involved. Though 

it does not follow ships, Gould‟s Petrel have been observed 

partaking in feeding frenzies of other seabirds, dolphins and tuna and 

are attracted to these.  

Gould‟s Petrel chick, Montagu Island 

                                  Photo: D. Bertzeletos 
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In the Eurobodalla and conservation 

Until recently, the Australian race only bred on Cabbage Tree Island off the NSW mid north coast. With only 

122 breeding pairs remaining, a recovery program was initiated that eradicated pests and restored native 

vegetation. As a result the number of petrels nesting on Cabbage Tree Island has risen to 1000 pairs. A 

second colony has been established on the nearby island of Boondelbah by an innovative translocation 

project. Near-fledged birds in their nest boxes were translocated to Boondelbah and hand reared, with a 98% 

success rate. This increase in numbers appears to now be driving a natural extension of the breeding range, 

and in 2013 for the first time, a pair of Gould‟s Petrel successfully bred on Montagu Island. A third bird was 

heard calling but did not produce young. There were also reports of at least one pair of Gould‟s Petrel on the 

Tollgate Islands but it is not known whether they bred successfully. Despite an increasing Australian 

population, other populations are still declining and overall, the species retains the status of „Vulnerable‟. 
Dimitris Bertzeletos 
 

 

 

 

 

The Field Meeting program for 2013 is posted on the „Field Meetings‟ page of the website.  

 

Saturday October 12, 2pm: Moruya State Forest. Meet at the Tuross turnoff, intersection of the Princes 

Hwy and Hector McWilliam Drive. Walk along forest tracks. Superb Lyrebird, Scarlet and Rose Robin, 

Golden Whistler, Spotted Quail-thrush. 

 

Sunday October 27, 9am: Mystery Bay. Meet at the entrance to the camping ground on Mystery Bay Rd. 

Walk through Spotted Gum forest, then along the beaches, finishing with a picnic lunch at the rotunda. 

 

Saturday November 9, 2pm: Illawong Nature Reserve. Meet at the corner of George Bass Drive and 

Broulee Road, Broulee. Chris Howard from NPWS will lead the walk and provide details on the natural 

aspects of the reserve. 

 

Sunday November 24, 9am: Waders. Please check the Field Meetings page of the website or call David 

Kay, Julie Morgan or Mandy Anderson (contact details at the end of the newsletter) for the venue after 

November 20. The venue for this walk depends on wader activity, weather and water levels in the estuaries. 

If cancelled, an alternative walk will be proposed. 

 

 

The launch of the Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens new bird leaflet – 

Wednesday October 23
rd

 
 

As many of you would already be aware, ENHS has been working closely with the 

Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens (ERBG) in the development of a new bird 

identification leaflet that will help visitors identify the birds they see at the gardens. We 

have provided information on the species commonly recorded at the gardens and many 

of the photographs featured in the brochure. 

 

Friends of ERBG warmly invite ENHS members to the launch of the ERBG bird 

identification leaflet on Wednesday 23
rd

 October. The occasion is „Breakfast with the 

Birds‟ at the gardens. We will meet in the car park for the start of an 8am walk followed 

by a 9am breakfast. For $5, payable on arrival, people will get both hot and cold 

nutrition! Booking is essential. If the weather is inclement, there will still be a breakfast. 

Please RSVP to secretary@enhs.org.au or call Julie on 4474 5888 by Wednesday 16
th
 

October. 

 

 

A warm welcome to new members… 
John Learson, Malua Bay 

Gail and Graeme Walls, Malua Bay 

Oung Niennattrakul and Richard Nipperess, Mystery Bay 

What’s coming up… 

mailto:secretary@enhs.org.au


 

 

After a warm winter that almost felt like spring, it will be 

interesting to see what the season brings. Our winter visitors 

will depart and already the White-eared Honeyeater and the red 

robins have left the coast. We have had some interesting 

records this year in addition to the more regularly reported 

Scarlet Robin. The Flame Robin, a species usually only 

reported from Belowra, have been seen further east than usual: 

females at Bodalla and Cullendulla Creek. And, at Belowra, a 

male Red-capped Robin was reported, the first time this species 

has been recorded in the Shire. 

 

The spring/summer migrants will return, and species such as 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater and Noisy Friarbird are already 

setting up in their breeding territories. We‟ve had reports of 

Australian Magpie and Australian Raven breeding since July, so juveniles of both species will be out of the 

nest and following their parents around begging for a feed. The Laughing Kookaburra will call more loudly 

than usual as they reinforce the boundaries of their territory. The cuckoos will return in time to carefully 

place their eggs in their hosts‟ nests. Leaden Flycatcher, Black-faced Monarch and White-throated Gerygone 

will all return and begin to breed. Tuross estuary will again be a focus of attention for birdwatchers interested 

in the migratory shorebirds. Bill Nelson has already sighted a Little Curlew and has sent through a link to a 

website that features some good identification tips which may be of interest; http://www.afma.gov.au/wp-

content/uploads/2013/07/Seabird-ID-Guide-2013.pdf?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pulsenews 

 

Because of the warmer weather, many reptiles have been out and about since mid winter, including the 

Diamond Python, Red-bellied Black Snake, Jacky Lizard, Dark-flecked Sunskink and the Lace Monitor. 

Frogs will become more vocal, and after rain many species will take advantage of conditions to breed. At 

this time, a chorus of frogs calling from a water body can be deafening. The variety of insects increases with 

the warmer weather; moths and butterflies, bugs and beetles, all emerge and add interest to a bush walk. Lots 

to see for bird watchers and those who appreciate all forms of nature.  Julie Morgan 

 

 

 

 

 

Many years ago I read a wonderful book on the Laughing Kookaburra by Veronica Parry, who studied the 

species as part of her Masters of Science degree. She examined the social system of the species and followed 

a number of kookaburra families in a Victorian forest. Veronica identified six different kookaburra calls and 

the circumstances in which the calls were made. These are detailed in the following table. 

 

  Call           What it means 

Laugh  A territorial call that is used throughout the year 

Chuckle Used to locate family members throughout the year 

Chuck Locates family members during the breeding season 

Squark Courtship call of the mating pair 

Cackle Signals aggression and is used before an attack 

Kooaa  A warning that signals danger to the rest of the group 

 

When I hear the „Kooaa‟ call, I immediately begin to search for a threat and there is usually a raptor flying 

overhead. Occasionally the call is directed at me! I have heard another call at Pedro Swamp - a loud „Kaak 

Kaak‟ call that has some of the qualities of the „Cackle‟ but it is much louder and more strident, with 

emphasis on the first „K‟ in the „Kaak‟. It is made when there is a Lace Monitor about and the kookaburras 

will repeatedly attack the goanna - particularly if it is climbing a tree - while making this call. A friend of 

mine commented to me once that I „speak kookaburra‟ - I don‟t think that I speak it but I certainly can 

understand it, and you can too. Julie Morgan 

 

What to expect in spring 

 

Female Flame Robin   Photo: D. Bertzeletos 

Laughing Kookaburra calls 

 



 

 

Just when you think you understand what is going on, and why, an unusual season comes out of the blue. 

This season is one of those. The 2010/11 season was our „best‟ so far, in terms of nests found, and young 

fledged. A long drought broke early in the year and there was a spectacular breeding effort on our site. On 

the 25
th
 of September 2010, we had found 65 nests, compared to a maximum of 51 for the four previous 

years. 

 

However, on the 25
th
 of September this season, we had found 73 nests and we are experiencing a period 

(about 2 weeks so far) characterised by an unprecedented rate of new nest appearances. What is also unusual 

about this season is the influx of the Philidonyris honeyeaters, the New Holland and the White-cheeked. We 

have had the New Holland Honeyeater breeding on the site every year except one, with a maximum of 3 

breeding pairs. This season we have at least 9 pairs. The White-cheeked Honeyeater has only bred on the site 

once in the past 7 years; we had two pairs then. This season we have at least 7. Perhaps the recent rains came 

at exactly the right time, and in the right amount? More likely, the reasons are many and complex, and this is 

not an unusual year, as there is no such thing as a usual year. Michael and Sarah Guppy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shorebird 2020 Program is raising awareness of shorebirds in Australia and actively engaging the 

community in participating in the gathering of information needed to conserve shorebirds. The program 

advocates the monitoring of key shorebird sites across Australia and is aiming to conduct annual counts - or 

preferably biannual if resources and volunteers are available - at over 150 key shorebird areas in order to 

detect national population trends. The program also hopes to be able to discover what is driving any 

population changes, both locally and throughout Australia.  

   

To increase the survey area in southern NSW, sites within both the Bega Valley and Eurobodalla are now 

being biannually surveyed and are formally included in the Shorebird 2020 Program. This involves a winter 

and summer survey of key sites. The winter survey was recently trialled at Wagonga Inlet, Wallaga Lake and 

Tuross Lake. Amy Harris is coordinating the surveys and hopes to get more people involved for the summer 

survey in January which will re-survey these three sites, and many more estuaries within the region to gain a 

more comprehensive result. Interested people should contact Julie Morgan at secretary@enhs.org.au or Amy 

directly at amy.harris@environment.nsw.gov.au 

 

Data on species and numbers is directly uploaded into the Shorebird 2020 database upon completion of the 

survey, and adds to the growing information database regarding shorebird distribution, migration and 

numbers present across Australia throughout the year.   

 

On the 14
th
 of July, seven dedicated NPWS staff and ENHS members braved the cold morning start to survey 

both Wagonga Inlet and Wallaga Lake. Overall, a total of 40 avian species was observed across both sites. 

This included both terrestrial and shorebird 

species in the vicinity of the shoreline and 

islands within these estuaries. Wagonga Inlet 

survey results showed the inlet was a favoured 

site for large gatherings of Little Black 

Cormorant, Silver Gull, Bar-tailed Godwit and 

Hoary-headed Grebe with these species 

proving the most numerous. It was great to see 

other species such as Caspian Tern, Royal 

Spoonbill, Australasian Darter, Striated Heron 

and Double-banded Plover. Our threatened 

shorebirds, Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher, 

were also sighted on the day. In addition, 

numerous thornbills, honeyeaters and scrub-

wrens were foraging on the shoreline and the 

intertidal zone amongst the mangroves. The 

Wallaga Lake entrance had closed only a few 

Birdlife Shorebird 2020 Winter Survey  

 

2020 Shorebird Winter Survey participants at Narooma 

An unusual season, again!  
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weeks prior to the survey, and the rain within the catchment during the week preceding the survey meant that 

lake levels were high, covering all of the sand flats and islands utilised by foraging shorebirds. As a result, 

only a handful of species was observed at this site. Even the resident pair of Hooded Plover was nowhere to 

be seen at the entrance or further along the ocean beach.   

Overall it was a really pleasurable day for all involved, despite the rain that fell in the early afternoon, and it 

was a great start to this ongoing survey program for the Far South Coast region. Many thanks to those who 

came along on the day: Julie, Ann, Dimitris, Lucy and Rachel, and to John for driving us all down to 

Wallaga/Bermagui. Amy Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year during spring and summer the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) puts a program in 

place that focuses on monitoring and protecting the shorebirds and seabirds appearing on our local beaches. 

After a successful season in 2012/13, ENHS members are being asked to keep an eye out for the „famous 

four‟ once more – the Hooded Plover, Little Tern and the Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher. If you spend time on 

the beaches and estuaries in your area, own a pair of binoculars and a notebook, then you can help with the 

program this year! The NPWS is looking for anyone who visits the beaches and nearby lakes regularly to 

keep a special eye out for our „famous four‟. 

 

If you are willing to „adopt a beach‟, please let us know by registering with Julie Morgan by email at 

recorder@enhs.org.au or by calling 4474 5888 and start sending through your observations each month. If 

you see a Hooded Plover, Little Tern, Pied or Sooty Oystercatcher, it‟s worth noting the following 

information: the species; the location (name of beach, lake, swamp and an approximate distance from a 

known point); the date and time; the number of birds and whether they are adults or immature; details of 

activity (feeding, sheltering, nesting). If you see a banded bird, please record the details and take a photo if 

possible. Even if you decide not to adopt a beach but see these species while you‟re out and about, please let 

us know. For more information on these species please see the Birds in Backyards website 

www.birdsinbackyards.net Amy Harris, Lucy Gibson and Julie Morgan 

 

 

 
 

 

Max Moulds and Jim Tuttle are currently working on a book that details the Hawk Moths of Australia. There 

are a number of species that need further research and one of these species, Tetrachroa edwardsi, occurs in 

the Eurobodalla. In October 2009, ENHS member Glenn Cocking found a moth near a Common Silkpod 

(Parsonsia straminea) vine growing by Little Pedro Swamp, an ephemeral wetland to the east of Pedro 

Swamp. At the time, little was known about the species other than it was thought to feed on a large vine. In 

November, Jim travelled to the Eurobodalla and searched the Common Silkpod vines near the swamp and 

located a caterpillar and an egg. Jim successfully reared the species so that various stages of the caterpillar‟s 

development can be documented but would like to repeat the exercise to gather additional information. 

 

The moth is quite large, 10cm across the wings, and flies from late September to January. From November, 

the female lays a small green egg (1.5mm) on the underside of a new leaf growing near the tip of the vine. 

The larvae hatch a few weeks later and will feed on the vine for a couple of months. The best time to search 

for the caterpillar or the eggs is when there is a flush 

of new growth on the vine. 

 

So if there is a Common Silkpod growing somewhere 

near you, please keep a close eye on it and have a 

good look at what‟s eating the leaves. If you find 

eggs or a caterpillar, please collect them and place in 

a container with some Common Silkpod leaves, and 

call me on 4474 5888. For more details to help 

identify the plant, the egg, the different stages of the 

larvae and the moth, please see the articles on the 

„Noticeboard‟ page of our website. Julie Morgan 

Will you ‘adopt a beach’ for the shorebirds? 

 

 

Will you ‘adopt a Common Silkpod vine’ for Hawk Moth research? 

 

 

Tetrachroa edwardsi larva (8-9cm)          Photo: J. Tuttle 
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A few weeks ago, while washing up and checking 

the garden for birds through the window, as you 

do, I discovered a beautiful and fairly large 

Diamond Python sticking its head and neck out 

above me. It was looped up along the gutter and I 

decided it had probably spent the winter 

hibernating in our roof space. In the interest of 

peaceful communal living and the philosophy of, 

'it pays to know your neighbour', I felt inspired to 

find out more about our personal rodent 

exterminator, up-ladder lodger, and thought I 

would share some of the more surprising 

information with you.  

  

Diamond Python, scientific name: Morelia spilota spilota, shy, non-venomous, semi- arboreal and largely 

nocturnal, can reach 3 metres in length and has been known to reach close to 4 metres in captivity. Pythons 

shed their skin once every 6 to 12 weeks and at times more frequently, depending on temperature, diet and 

age. Due to their calm nature, they are a snake of choice with pet owners. (All reptiles are protected and you 

need a license to own one.) 

  

The males are typically smaller than females. They are restricted to coastal areas of NSW and the extreme 

east of Victoria, and are able to tolerate temperatures lower than any other python species. They have large 

overlapping ranges, up to 108 hectares in males and 52 hectares in females. Being more ambush feeders than 

active hunters, they prefer small, warm-blooded prey, constricting it till it suffocates. When food is plentiful 

they tend to eat once or twice a fortnight in the warmer months. To find and kill their prey in total darkness 

pythons have heat-sensing pits lined with nerves on the upper lip and jaw. They taste and smell with their 

tongues and have one ear bone joined to the jaw with which to pick up sound vibrations. 

  

At this time of year, if you stumble across several Diamond Python tangled together in what appears to be a 

snake wrestling match, you can let anyone else around know that there is a single female snake in the thick 

of it. In spring there are mating aggregations of males, on the look out for up to 8 weeks. In the wild, a 

female Diamond Python only lays eggs once every three years. She will find a warm, hidden spot and lay a 

clutch of 15 to 20, ivory-coloured eggs in early summer. She then coils around them, on guard, shivering to 

produce metabolic heat when needed. This keeps the eggs at the incubation temperature of 25°C. The eggs 

take 6 to 12 weeks to hatch, during which time the female may lose 30% of her body weight. This maternal 

behaviour is only seen in pythons. 

  

After hatching from their leathery eggs 

the young pythons are on their own. They 

measure between 35 and 40 centimetres. 

The babies are a surprisingly dirty, pale 

colour only developing their beautiful 

patterns after a few months. Very little is 

known about juvenile Diamond Python as 

they are rarely seen or documented. Most 

don't survive to adulthood. 

  

So there you go! Thanks Google! Having 

discovered so much I am now very aware 

that there are more than owls, frogs, 

bandicoots and a few members of the 

rodent and possum family out and 

about, busy at night. My husband is also 

going to be feeling a lot more apprehensive next time he ventures into the roof space to change the 

transformers for the downlights! I will be the one holding on and waiting at the bottom of the ladder ready to 

hand him a bravery award. Written (mostly in her own words) by Ann Christiansen.  

Snake Surprise  

 

Diamond Python                  Photo: A. Christiansen 

Diamond Python   Photo: A. Christiansen 



 

 

 

 

We met opposite the Police Station in Bodalla on a cold July morning. There had been frosts in the area so 

we decided to take our time getting out to Coman‟s Mine as it was likely to be cold there too. We drove 

along the Eurobodalla Road and stopped at a number of locations to view the birds in the paddocks. Our first 

stop was just past Cemetery Bridge and Dimitris spotted a female robin among numerous Jacky Winter 

perched on irrigation posts and fences, all flying down to the ground to feed on insects. After detailed 

examination, we decided that it was a female Flame Robin – a beautiful brown robin with only a hint of red 

wash on the chest, white wing bars and a small light mark above the beak. It was an unusual sighting at this 

location. Other highlights on the drive included 6 European Goldfinch, a Black-shouldered Kite, a Grey 

Goshawk, 4 Peaceful Dove, a few Restless Flycatcher and Australian Pipit. 

 

On the drive towards the mine, the bright yellow 

flowers of the Bodalla Silver Wattle (Acacia silvestris) 

looked spectacular against the dark green vegetation of 

the rainforest species in the gullies.  This wattle grows 

to 30 metres and has a distribution that extends south 

from the Bodalla State Forest.  

 

Coman‟s Mine was started in the 1880s by E. J. Coman 

who mortaged his farm (Tyrone) to develop the mine. 

Within a few years it was closed down, but was 

reopened in 1938 by Radiant Mines Ltd and continued 

operation until 1950. Evidence of the gold mining 

history has survived – a stamper, a diesel engine, part of 

the rail tracks, pipes that carried water, a concrete dam 

wall at the creek, and the roof and door of an old hut.  

 

There were at least 6 Pilotbird calling as we walked along the track and we saw 4 Gang-gang Cockatoo, 4 

Large-billed Scrubwren (one collecting nesting material), 4 Red-browed Treecreeper and many areas where 

lyrebirds had scratched for food along the track. As we examined the concrete dam at the creek, a Lewin‟s 

Honeyeater fed on the fruit of a Wombat Berry. Adrienne pointed out the edible red fruit of a native 

raspberry, and there were also fruits on the Hairy Psychotria. We saw flowering Wonga Wonga Vine, 

Mistletoe and Zieria. As we sat and had our lunch, a Pied Currawong watched carefully – obviously used to 

an occasional handout from visitors. The bird list for the day – 78 species!  Not bad at all for a cold winter‟s 

day.  Julie Morgan 

 

 
 

 

 

Tetratheca thymifolia is a small perennial shrub of heaths and dry forest that packs quite a punch.  In the 

spring the plant is covered in bright four or five-petalled lilac pink flowers, somewhat drooping on a long 

stalk, each with a black centre.  The common name is Black-eyed Susan, referring to the dark centre of each 

flower. As is quite common in the Australian bush, 

there are often quite large populations in one place.  

In such situations, T. thymifolia is sometimes 

associated with Banksia spinulosa.  Catch them both 

flowering at the same time and you will never forget 

it. 

 

T. thymifolia  belongs to the family Tremandraceae, a 

family endemic to Australia with only three genera, 

two of which are found in south-western Western 

Australia.  The third is our genus Tetratheca. It was 

first named in 1804.  The family name is from the 

Greek; trema= a hole, + Andros= man, referring to 

the fact that the pollen (the male reproductive part) 

Field Meeting – Coman’s Mine 

 

Bodalla Silver Wattle in flower        Photo: J. Morgan 

Tetratheca thymifolia: the real Black-eyed Susan 

 

Tetratheca thymifolia          Photo: J. Liney 



emerges from a hole, or pore, in the anthers; thus „manhole‟.  The generic name is also from the Greek; 

tetra=4 + theke = box, as, unusually, each anther is a „box‟, composed of four cells.  The specific name, 

thymifolia, describes the whorls of six small leaves, 2-20mm long, 1-8mm wide that, to the early botanists, 

looked like the leaves of the herb Thyme.  

 

In 1889, J. H. Maiden, of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Sydney, noted in his publication Useful native plants of 

Sydney, that Tetrathecas „are small heathy shrubs with 

rich purple flowers, decorating and perfuming many a 

dreary waste of bush and scrub‟. A casual glance might 

give the impression that the „black eye‟ is just a 

coloured patch at the base of each petal.  However, a 

more careful look will reveal that it is not a patch at all, 

but a group of eight upright oblong dark structures 

fitting closely at the base of the pistil.  These are the 

anthers, or „boxes‟, giving rise to the theca part of the 

name.  The pollen emerges from a pore at the top of 

each „box‟.  This part of the reproductive process is 

somewhat unusual and quite intriguing. 

 

While looking at the anthers (use a lens, as some of these features are quite small), it will be noticed that 

there are darker lines at the base of the petals leading to the centre of the flower (nectary guides for potential 

pollinators), and tiny hairs, each tipped with a minute gland, on the sepals showing between each petal.  

Given good well-drained friable soil, a little shade and a good haircut after flowering, T. thymifolia will 

reward you with a mass of colour.  Plant a few in a border or a clump, not just one, but six or seven or more 

together, and you will have a wonderful show. Jenny Liney 

 

 

 
ENHS members have many stories to tell about their 

observations of nature. ‘My Patch’ is a forum where these 

stories can be shared with others and will be published 

both in the newsletter and on the website. Photos are 

welcome. Please send your contributions to 

mypatch@enhs.org.au 

 

Thanks to John Gordon who suggested the name and 

Trevor King who designed the logo. Julie Morgan 

 

 

 

 

Rats!! 
 

On a beautiful spring morning I am on the lookout in one of my favourite patches by Coila Lake, walking 

slowly into the bush, always hopeful of spotting a new species. Unlikely here though. I stop, survey, and spot 

a kookaburra sitting up on a branch, and then I see the quite large bush rat it has a tight hold on in that large 

magnificent beak. I wait. It looks at me and suddenly flies down onto a fallen Casuarina trunk as if to say 

“here watch this”. Suddenly it juggles the rat to a new position and starts thrashing it against the trunk, side 

to side...whack...whack...whack! The kookaburra repeats this flailing after adjusting the rat to another new 

position. I think it is softening up the rat, even breaking some bones with the thrashing and its powerful beak. 

This procedure is repeated about five or six times. It looks at me again and flies off just around the corner of 

the track. I follow carefully and there it is again up on a horizontal branch repeating the flailing, and 

manoeuvring the rat‟s head into its beak. Not ready yet...then more thrashing and beak work. It tests again in 

its beak and after some vigorous gulping, the rat slowly disappears with the long tail last to go. The 

kookaburra blinks, looks at me one last time as if to say “beat that”! With its eyes half closed now, I leave it 

for a morning nap. Colin Morrison 

Anthers of Tetratheca thymifolia           Photo: J. Liney 



INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 
Please note that interesting sightings are also posted on the ‘Members’ sightings’ page of our website. 

Monthly highlights are also available on the ‘Observations and Records’ page of the website. 

 

Up to 23 Pink-eared Duck at Trunketabella, 2 at Eurobodalla Rd (WN/JC/AC/JM/MA/GM/DB). 

Up to 32 Australasian Shoveler at Trunketabella, 2 at Com (JC/AC/JM/MA/GM/DB). 

Seven Musk Duck at Nargal Lake in June, 1 at PS in July (FM/JM). 

A Wandering Albatross 200 metres off Plantation Pt at TS in August (WN). 

Up to 30 Black-browed Albatross, 40 Shy and 4 Salvin’s at Wasp Head in June (DB). 

Juvenile Southern Giant Petrel rescued at PP in June (Australian Seabird Rescue). 

Up to 400 Prion sp at Wasp Head and hundreds at Bogola Head in June (DB/FM).  

More than 1800 Fluttering Shearwater at Wasp Head in June, up to 500 at BP in August (DB/JW). 

Possible Hutton’s Shearwater at Wasp Head in June (DB). 

Storm Petrel sp at MB in June (DB/JM).   

A Yellow-billed Spoonbill at Candlagan Ck, Eurobodalla Rd and Com in June (HR/WN/JC). 

Seven White-necked Heron with an Intermediate Egret at Com (JC). 

Possible Great Frigatebird at BP in June (JW). 

Single Black Kite at PS in June (JM). 

A Lewin’s Rail at NA in July (MA). 

A Little Curlew at TS in August. First record since March 2009 (WN). 

Juvenile Pacific Gull at BB in July (DHK). 

Three Gull-billed Tern at Cullendulla Creek in July (DB).   

Immature White-fronted Tern at Wasp Head and an adult at MB in July (DB/JM). 

A Brown Skua at Wasp Head in June (DB). 

A Brush Bronzewing at Bodalla in June (MA). 

Two Bar-shouldered Dove at BP (JW). 

Eight Topknot Pigeon at Buckenboura Rd in August (DB/JM). 

First record for the shire of a Scaly-breasted Lorikeet at PS in August. This follows calls at PS in July and a 

possible sighting by DB at Benandarah SF in May (JM). 

At least 6 Pilotbird at Coman‟s Mine in July (FM). 

Four Large-billed Scrubwren at Coman‟s Mine (nest building) and Bodalla SF, call at Tilba 

(FM/DSD/JM/DB/AC). 

Four Buff-rumped Thornbill at Buckenboura Rd in August (DSD/JM). 

Twelve Yellow-tufted Honeyeater at Tilba, 2 at Buckenboura Rd (FM/DSD/JM/DB).  

Two hundred Fuscous Honeyeater at Buckenboura Rd, 30 at Benandarah SF, single at PS, MO, Eurobodalla 

Rd and Coman‟s Mine (DSD/JM/NM/DB/FM). 

Up to 15 Crescent Honeyeater at Buckenboura Rd, 12 at Wandera SF, 10 at Benandarah SF, 9 at Bodalla 

SF, 7 at Tilba, 3 at Coolagolite 2 at Boyne SF and WL (DSD/JM/DB/AC/DO/FM). 

First record for the shire of a Red-capped Robin at Belowra in August (JC). 

More than 150 Little Raven at Com in August, 10 at Eurobodalla Rd in July (JC/DB/AC/JM/FM). 

Call of a Green Catbird at Tilba in June (FM). 

Three Bassian Thrush at MB, 2 at PS and Tilba, 1 at Lilli Pilli, MO, Eurobodalla Rd (AC/JM/DSD/ 

IAG/NM/DB). 

 

VULNERABLE AND THREATENED SPECIES 
 

A Square-tailed Kite at PS and MB in August (JM/MA). 

A Spotted Harrier at Trunketabella and Com, immature at MYA (GR/JC/WN). 

A Little Eagle at Buckenboura Rd, PS, Bergalia, Eurobodalla Rd and MB (DSD/JM/DHK/DB/AC/MA). 

Fourteen Australian Pied Oystercatcher at TS, 8 at Blackfellow‟s PT, 4 at NA and Nangudga, 3 at MHS, 2 

at Mossy Pt, Candlagan Ck, MYA, Bingie, MB, singles at WL and BI (WN/JH/GM/HR/MA/DB/AC/LG/ 

JM/JVD/A Harris /DO). 

Ten Sooty Oystercatcher at MB, 6 at Pedro Pt, 5 at BP, 4 at Wasp Head, 3 at Broulee and NA, 2 at Mossy 

Pt and Candlagan Ck, singles at Barlings Beach and Rosedale (MA/JM/JW/HR/DB/AC/LG/JVD/A Harris). 

Six Glossy Black Cockatoo at Bergalia, 3 at PS and Bodalla (including immature), 2 at Belimbla Bridge 

(JM/DHK/JC/MA). 

Four Gang-gang Cockatoo at Coman‟s Mine, 2 at Buckenboura Rd and Bergalia, calls at Benadarah SF, 

Eurobodalla Rd, Wandera SF and Tilba (FM/DSD/JM /DHK/MA/DSD/AC/DB). 

120 Little Lorikeet at Buckenboura Rd, 4 at Benandarah SF, 2 at PS (JM/DB/DSD/FM). 

Six Swift Parrot at Buckenboura Rd in August, call in July (DB/JM/FM). 



An adult Masked Owl road kill and a juvenile rescued after falling out of a hollow at MYA in July (JVD/ 

I Hendley). 

Possible Regent Honeyeater call at Wandera SF (DSD/JM). 

Female Flame Robin at Eurobodalla Rd in July and Cullendulla Ck in August (FM/DB). 

Four Scarlet Robin at Belowra, 2 at OMBS, Bergalia, singles at Mossy Pt, Com, Bodalla, Eurobodalla Rd 

(JC/TH/DHK/MA/HR/FM). 

Fifteen Varied Sittella at Benandarah SF, 11 at Com, 7 at PS, 6 at PDD, 4 at MO, 2 at MB (FM/JC/JM/ 

J Fearn/NM/DB). 

Four Diamond Firetail at Belowra in August (JC). 

Calls of a Yellow-bellied Glider at Mossy Pt (HR). 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SYSTEMATIC LIST RECORDS 
The following records are from winter 2013. 

GROUND BIRDS. Three Emu at TS and PP in Jul (WN/MA); max 20 Stubble Quail at Com (JC); 6 

Brown at Belowra.   

WATERSIDE. Up to 100 Black Swan at Bingie, 5 cygnets at Tilba (DHK/DSD/JM); up to 100 Aust Wood 

Duck and 200 Pacific Black at Com; up to 34 Grey Teal at Eurobodalla Rd (DB/AC/JM); max 150 

Chestnut at Com; 18 Hardhead at Trunketabella (DB/JM); more than 25 Aust Grebe at MB (MA); 15 

Hoary-headed at Trunketabella (DB/AC/JM); max 100 Aust White Ibis at MYA (DB); up to 120 Straw-

necked at MYA (MA); 9 Royal Spoonbill at NA and Nangudga (MA); 8 Nankeen Night Heron at Com; 

single Striated Heron at Candlagan Ck, TS, NA, BI (HR/MA/DB/AC/LG/JM/JVD/A Harris /WN); up to 

300 Cattle Egret at MYA (DB); max 50 Eastern Great Egret at MYA (JL); up to 100 White-faced Heron 

at MYA (DB); max 8 Little Egret at MYA (JL); 2 Eastern Reef Egret at NA and MB (MA); max 100 Aust 

Pelican at TS (JH); up to 100 Aust Gannet at Wasp Head (DB); up to 16 Little Pied Cormorant at TS 

(WN); max 500 Little Black at TS (JH); 7 Pied at NA; up to 80 Great at Bergalia (DHK); 10 Aust Darter 

at NA, 1 at TS, MHS, Com and BI (DB/AC/LG/JM/JVD/A Harris /JH/WN/JC/DO). 

RAPTORS. One or two Aust Kestrel at MYA and MB (JL/MA); an Australian Hobby at MHS (JM); 2 

Brown Falcon at Com, singles at Mullimburra Pt, Trunketabella and Belowra (JC/DHK/DB/AC/MA/JM); 2 

Peregrine at Com, 1 at BP, Buckenboura Rd, Ross Ridge Rd, Trunketabella, MB; max 3 Black-shouldered 

Kite at Coolagolite (DO); up to 3 Whistling Kite and nesting at Com, juvenile at Eurobodalla Rd in July 

(JC/DB/AC/JM); max 4 White-bellied Sea-Eagle at MB including immatures (MA); single Swamp 

Harrier at Barlings, PS and Com (JW/JM/JC); 2 Grey Goshawk at MB, singles at Bimbimbie, TS, 

Eurobodalla Rd and Tilba (MA/FM/DB/JM/WN); single Brown at Mullimburra Pt, Trunketabella and MB, 

immature at PS; a Collared Sparrowhawk at PS, Com, Bodalla and Bodalla SF; max 3 Wedge-tailed Eagle 

at Com.  

CRAKES, RAILS, GALLINULES & BUTTON-QUAIL. Single Buff-banded Rail at TS, PP and NA (JH 

/MA/DB/AC/LG/JM/JVD/A Harris); up to 50 Purple Swamphen at PS; 20 Dusky Moorhen at BI (MA); 

max 200 Eurasian Coot at Bingie (DHK). 

WADERS. Two to four Black-winged Stilt at Com (JC); up to 50 Masked Lapwing at Com, young at TS 

(JC/GM); 20 Red-capped Plover at MB (MA/AC); 3 Double-banded at WL; 2 Black-fronted at Bingie 

and Com, single at MO (DHK/JC/NM); up to 28 Bar-tailed Godwit at NA, 7 at TS, 4 at Blackfellow‟s Pt; 3 

Whimbrel at TS (WN); 22 Eastern Curlew at TS, 12 at MHS, 2 at BI, 1 at WL. 

SKUAS, GULLS & TERNS. At least 300 Silver Gull at TS (JH); 8 Caspian Tern at TS, 4 at NA, 2 at 

Bingie, MB, and BI, single at Trunketabella and WL; more than 400 Crested Tern at MB (MA). 

OTHER NON-PASSERINES. Up to 25 Rock Dove at NA (MA); max 12 White-headed Pigeon at TS and 

MB (JH/MA); up to 6 Spotted Dove at MB; a Brown Cuckoo-Dove at Wandera SF (DSD/JM); up to 6 

Common Bronzewing at Com and Bodalla (JC/MA); max 23 Crested Pigeon, some displaying, at Com; up 

to 16 Wonga along Mitchells Ridge Rd (DSD/JM); 4 Peaceful Dove at Eurobodalla Rd, 2 at Com (FM/JC); 

45 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo at MYA (JL); max 60 Galah at Eurobodalla Rd (FM); up to 250 Little 

Corella at MYA (JM); up to 50 Sulphur-crested Cockatoo at Broulee (GLM); more than 600 Rainbow 

Lorikeet and 350 Musk at flowering Spotted Gum on Buckenboura Rd (DB/DSD/JM); max 30 Crimson 

Rosella at TS (GM); up to 50 Eastern along Eurobodalla Rd (DB/AC/JM); up to 40 Aust King Parrot at 

Com; a Pallid Cuckoo calling at OMBS in August (TH); single Fan-tailed at Buckenboura Rd, Bergalia, 

MO, Bodalla and NA, calls at Benandarah SF, PS, OMBS and Com; a Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo at 

OMBS in August (TH); Shining call at PS and Coman‟s Mine, first return 28
th
 Jul; 4 Eastern Koel at MYA 

(JL); Southern Boobook calls at Bergalia, Com and Coolagolite (JC/DO); 2 Tawny Frogmouth at OMBS 

and TS, single at Com (TH/JH/JC); 4 Aust Owlet-nightjar at Nerrigundah, singles at Com and Belowra 



(JC); more than 20 Laughing Kookaburra at OMBS (TH); first return of Sacred Kingfisher at BP 25
th
 Aug 

(JW); 2 Azure Kingfisher at TS, 1 at MHS and Com (WN/JM/JC). 
 

PASSERINES. 4 Superb Lyrebird at Tilba, 2 at Benandarah SF, Buckenboura Rd, Eurobodalla Rd, 1 at 

Belowra Rd, calls at Wandera and Bodalla SF, Coman‟s Mine and Coolagolite; max 8 White-throated 

Treecreeper at Bodalla SF; 4 Red-browed at Coman‟s Mine (FM); max 40 Variegated Fairy-wren at PS; 

up to 40 Superb at PS and Com; max 4 Spotted Pardalote at PS; up to 4 Striated at Belowra, nest building 

at Com (JC); up to 10 White-browed Scrubwren at Wandera SF, Com (nest building) and NA; max 20 

Brown Gerygone at Bodalla SF (DSD/JM); up to 30 Brown Thornbill at Com; up to 30 Yellow-rumped at 

Com, 20 at Eurobodalla Rd, 12 at Bergalia, 10 at Belowra, 6 at MYA (JC/DB/AC/JM/DHK/JL/FM); max 20 

Yellow at TS, Bodalla and Eurobodalla Rd; max 60 Striated at PS; 120 Yellow-faced Honeyeater at 

Buckenboura Rd; up to 3 White-eared at BP, 2 at Buckenboura Rd, PS and Bodalla SF, singles at Bergalia, 

MO, Coman‟s Mine, MB, Tilba, call at Benandarah SF and Eurobodalla Rd; max 6 Lewin’s at Tilba and 

MB; Bell Miner colonies at Benandarah SF, MYA SF, Bodalla SF, Eurobodalla Rd, Coman‟s Mine, 

Belowra, Tilba, 1 at SB; up to 9 Brown-headed Honeyeater at Bodalla SF; 200 White-naped at Tilba 

(DB/AC/JM); 20 Noisy Friarbird at Buckenboura Rd, breeding population returned on 31
st
 July; up to 30 

Little Wattlebird at BP (JW); 300 Red at Buckenboura Rd; up to 60 New Holland Honeyeater at 

Buckenboura Rd, breeding at Cullendulla Ck in July; up to 6 White-cheeked at Benandarah SF 

(DSD/JM/FM); max 12 Eastern Spinebill at MB; Scarlet Honeyeater over-wintered, with max 6 at PS; 

max 10 Eastern Yellow Robin at Bodalla SF; up to 52 Jacky Winter at Eurobodalla Rd (DB/AC/JM); 2 

Rose Robin at Com and MB, single at BP, call at PS (AC/JC/JW/JM/MA); up to 12 Eastern Whipbird at 

Buckenboura Rd; three Spotted Quail-thrush at Wandera SF, 2 at MYA SF and Belowra Rd, singles at 

Runnyford Rd and Eurobodalla Rd, call at Bodalla SF; up to 8 Golden Whistler at PS; first return of Rufous 

at Benandarah SF 25
th
 Aug; max 15 Grey Shrike-thrush at Belowra; 2 Crested Shrike-tit at Tilba, singles 

at PDD and MO, call at Buckenboura Rd (MA/J Fearn/NM/DSD/JM); max 20 Grey Fantail at Com; up to 

22 Willie Wagtail at Eurobodalla Rd; max 20 Magpie-lark at Com; 3 Restless Flycatcher at Eurobodalla 

Rd, 2 at Com, 1 at Belowra (FM/DB/AC/JM/JC); max 6 Grey Butcherbird at Com, nesting at TS; up to 200 

Aust Magpie at Eurobodalla Rd, nesting at Com in July; max 20 Pied Currawong at Cadgee; 10 Dusky 

Woodswallow at Buckenboura Rd, first return at PDD on 15
th
 August (DB/JM/J Fearn); max 4 Black-faced 

Cuckoo-shrike at PS and MYA (JM); 2 White-bellied at PS displaying, call at Bodalla SF (JM/FM); Aust 

Figbird calling at MYA and TS (JM/GM); up to 3 Olive-backed Oriole at PS, 2 at MO, Com, Belowra and 

MB, singles at BP, Buckenboura Rd, TS, Bodalla and Coman‟s Mine; up to 20 Aust Raven at Eurobodalla 

Rd and Com; max 12 White-winged Chough at PS and MB, 8 at OMBS, 6 at CO, 5 at Com, 4 at Belowra, 

call at Nerringundah; up to 20 Satin Bowerbird at Com, bowers at TS and MB; up to 100 Common 

Starling at Com; 10 Common Myna at Eurobodalla Rd; up to 400 Welcome Swallow at Eurobodalla Rd; 

100 Tree Martin at Com; max 500 Silvereye at BP; 6 Golden-headed Cisticola at Com; 2  Mistletoebird 

at PS, singles at Wandera SF, Bingie and Tilba; up to 20 House Sparrow at MYA (JL); 14 Aust Pipit at 

Com, 6 at MB, 4 at Belowra, 5 at Eurobodalla Rd, 2 at Bingie; max 50 Red-browed Finch at Com; more 

than 30 European Goldfinch at Belowra, 16 at Com, 8 at Eurobodalla Rd (JC/DB/AC/JM/FM). 
 

MAMMALS. Single Short-beaked Echidna at BP, PS, TS, MB and Coolagolite (JW/JM/GM/AC/DO); 

Antechinus sp at PS in Aug; signs of Long-nosed Bandicoot at MB (AC/MA); 2 Common Wombat at NA, 

1 at Belowra and Coolagolite (MA/JC/DO); a Sugar Glider at Mossy Pt, calls at BP and Com; 2 Common 

Ringtail Possum at MB, 1 at Mossy Pt (HR/MA); up to 6 Common Brushtail at Com, 2 at BP, 1 at Mossy 

Pt; more than 50 Eastern Grey Kangaroo at Belowra and Coolagolite (JC/DO); up to 20 Red-necked 

Wallaby at Belowra; up to 30 Swamp Wallaby at MB (AC); a Bush Rat and signs of a Swamp Rat at 

Coolagolite (DO); a Red Fox at BP, calls at PS; Rabbit at MB (MA); Dingo calling at Com (JC); 30 

Australian Fur Seal at Toragy Pt, MHS, 3 at NA, 2 at MB (C&D Num/AC/DB/JM); 10 Bottle-nosed 

Dolphin at Mossy Pt and Broulee, 6 at BP, 5 at MHS (HR/JW/JM); 5 Southern Right Whale at Mossy Pt, 

mother and calf at CO, MO (HR/DHK); 5 Humpback Whale at BP, 2 at Mossy Pt and MB, 1 at TS 

(JW/MA/HR/GM). 

MARINE LIFE. Dead Port Jackson Shark at Broulee in August (HR); Southern Eagle Ray and various 

other species in NA (DO/MA). Soldier Crabs at WL (AC/ORN). 

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS. Dark-flecked Sunskink at BP, Mossy Pt and MYA; Pale-flecked 

Sunskink at BP (JW); Weasel Skink at Mossy Pt (HR); single Eastern Blue-tongue at Mossy Pt, MYA and 

Com (HR/JL/JC); a Jacky Lizard at PS, MB and Coolagolite (JM/AC/DO); a Lace Monitor at PS and 

Belowra in Aug; a Diamond Python at BP in Jun; 2 Red-bellied Black Snake at Mossy Pt, 1 at MB 

(HR/MA). Frogs seen or calling: Common Eastern Froglet; Brown-striped Frog; Haswell’s Froglet; 

Brown, Dendy’s, Smooth and Tyler’s Toadlet; Keferstein’s, Brown, Jervis Bay, Peron’s, Tyler’s and 

Verreaux’s Tree Frogs (HR/JW/JM/JL/JC/DO).  



MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES. Moths: Ghost (Oxycanus sp), Plume, Clara Satin, Hakea, Twin Emerald, 

Cream Wave, Mecynata, Subidaria, White-stemmed Gum, Magpie, Northern Old Lady, Green-blotched, 

Brown and Variable Cutworm, Native Budworm. Butterflies: Imperial, Black and Scarlet Jezebel, Cabbage 

White, Common Brown, Meadow Argus, Aust Painted Lady, Monarch, Wattle Blue (winter form), Common 

Grass Blue (JW/JM/JC/JL/FM). BUGS: Harlequin, Seed. BEETLES: Click. OTHER INSECTS. Blow and 

Hover Fly, Orange Caterpillar Parasite Wasp, Wood Scorpion, House Centipede. (JC/JL/JM/DO). 

SPIDERS. Huntsman, Daddy Long-legs, Black House, Water, Garden Wolf, Little Striped Wolf, Red back, 

Leaf-curling, Jumping, Two-tailed Spider (JC/JL/JM). 

BLOSSOM. Spotted Gum, Grey and Mugga Ironbark, Blue-leaved Stringybark, Wollybutt, Coast Banksia, 

Sickle, Coast and Sydney Golden Wattle, White Sally, Prickly Moses, Prickly Beard-heath, Narrow-leaved 

Geebung, Thyme Pink-bells, Purple Coral Pea, Dusky Coral Pea, Peach Heath, Wonga Vine; Orchids: 

Ironbark, Nodding Greenhood. (Please note that the common names used here are those adopted by 

PlantNET.) 

RAINFALL. June: 171.5mm at BP, 163mm at MYA, 159mm at PS, 128.5mm at Com, 155mm at MB, 

79.5mm at Coolagolite. July: 8mm at BP, 10mm at MYA, 10mm at PS, 8mm at Com, 4mm at MB, 6mm at 

Coolagolite. August: 15mm at BP, 13mm at MYA, 12mm at PS, 8.5mm at Com, 11mm at MB, 8mm at 

Coolagolite. 

 

Contributors      Abbreviations 
MA M Anderson, MB BB Batemans Bay 

DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside BBWG Batemans Bay Water Gardens 

AC A Christiansen, MB  BI Bermagui 

JC  J&P Collett, Comerang BP Burrewarra Point 

DSD D&S Deans, ACT Com Comerang 

LG L Gibson, DY CO Congo 

IAG I&A Grant, Lilli Pilli DS Durras 

SMG S&M Guppy, MKS DY Dalmeny 

JH J&J Houghton, TS ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 

TH T Hunt, OMBS MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 

DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia MO Meringo 

JVD J Learson, Malua Bay MYA Moruya 

JL J&J Liney, MYA MH Moruya Heads, N&S 

GM G Macnamara, TS MB Mystery Bay 

GLM G&L McVeigh, Mossy Pt NA Narooma 

NM  N Montgomery, MO PS Pedro Swamp 

JM J Morgan, PS PDD Percy Davis Drive, Broulee 

WN W Nelson, TS PP Potato Point 

ORN O Niennattrakul & R Nipperess, MB SB Surf Beach 

DO D Ondinea, Coolagolite SF State Forest 

HR H Ransom, Mossy Pt TS Tuross 

GR G Rayner, TS WL Wallaga Lake 

JW J Whiter, BP   

FM Field Meeting   

 J Fearn   
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