
EUROBODALLA 

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Inc. 

PO Box 888 

MORUYA   NSW   2537 

www.enhs.org.au  

 

NEWSLETTER NUMBER 164       SUMMER 2015 

 

 
The Red-necked Avocet (Recurvirostra novaehollandiae) - Vieillot 1816 

Phylogeny 

The genus Recurvirostra encompasses four species of shorebird characterised by their largely pied plumage 

and slim, upturned beaks. The Pied Avocet (R. avosetta) occurs over most of Eurasia and Africa, the 

American Avocet (R. americana) lives largely in North America, the Andean Avocet (R. andina) is restricted 

to the Andes and finally the Red-necked Avocet (R. novaehollandiae) is now endemic to Australia after 

being hunted to extinction in New Zealand. Avocets are closely related to stilts (genera Himantopus and 

Cladorhynchus) and together they form the order Recurvirostra. 

 

Identification, measurements and confusion species 

At 40 to 46 cm the pied plumage of the Red-

necked Avocet is diagnostic (see image). At a 

distance, roosting birds may be confused for 

either of the two species of stilt that occur in 

Australia, but the combination of a white 

back, largely white wings and a bright red 

head quickly rules these out. The behaviour of 

the species is also diagnostic (see below). The 

sexes are largely similar, but male birds tend 

to have brighter red heads than females and 

juvenile heads are the palest. Red-necked 

Avocets are very vocal and their wide 

repertoire includes many pleasant flute-like 

calls.  

 

Behaviour, breeding and diet 

Avocets use their slim, upturned beaks to scythe from side to side in search of swimming invertebrates such 

as mosquito larvae and brine shrimp in calm saline, brackish and freshwater wetlands. The partially webbed 

feet of the species allow it to also forage in deeper water where large rafts of birds, by swimming in circles, 

collectively stir up invertebrates from the bottom. The birds can also utilise muddy surfaces for feeding 

where they can locate prey via visual and tactile senses.  

 

Like many other Australian waterbirds, Red-necked Avocets are highly nomadic in response to rainfall and 

many breeding events occur around ephemeral wetlands. There the birds will form loose colonies on low 

vegetated islands, often in the company of stilts, plovers and terns. The nest is a shallow scrape lined with 

vegetation and the clutch of four eggs is incubated by both parents. The young are precocial and quickly 

leave the nest to feed on their own only relying on the adults for shade, warmth and protection from 

predators. Avocets can be very aggressive when defending their nests and colonies will often band together 

to mob predators away.  

 

The species is highly gregarious forming small to large flocks, and readily joins the aggregations of other 

waterbirds, particularly stilts with which it shares some environmental requirements. 

 

Red-necked Avocet             Photo: D. Bertzeletos 

http://www.enhs.org.au/


Conservation and status in the Eurobodalla: 

Red-necked Avocets are classified as ‘least concern’ and in some areas such as the Hunter River Estuary 

they have increased in numbers. However, with most permanent Australian wetlands now gone or 

deteriorating, the species, like many waterbirds, now relies primarily on ephemeral wetlands to trigger 

significant breeding events and as such it is vulnerable to climate change.  

 

In the Eurobodalla the species was first recorded in December 2014 when five birds were seen at Tuross 

Lake by Pattie Parker, Bill Nelson and John Cornish. Occurrences in the area are probably triggered after 

inland droughts force the birds towards the coast. Dimitris Bertzeletos 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday March 29, 9am: Maloneys Beach. Meet at the picnic shelter at the eastern end of the beach off 

Hibiscus Close, which runs off Maloneys Drive. Coastal forest and beach walk. White-bellied Sea-Eagle, 

Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher, Brown Cuckoo-Dove, New Holland Honeyeater. 

Saturday April 11, 2pm Jemison’s Point. Meet next to the Rural Fire Service shed on Potato Point Road. A 

walk through Spotted Gum and Bangalay sand forest. Eastern Osprey, Emu, Wonga Pigeon, Glossy Black-

Cockatoo and various duck and water species on the lake. 

Sunday April 26, 9am Deua National Park. Meet at the corner of Wamban Road and Donalds Creek Road, 

approximately 5kms west of Moruya. We will be travelling west to Mungararie Fire Trail. Gang Gang, 

Large-billed Scrubwren, Superb Lyrebird, Pilotbird, White-cheeked and Crescent Honeyeater, Red-browed 

Treecreeper. 

Saturday May 9, 2pm Mogo State Forest. Meet in the car park next to Jenny’s Old Time Lolly Shop, just 

off Tomakin Road. A number of bush tracks are available and we will select one based on the flowering 

activity of the eucalypts. 

Saturday June 13, 2pm Bogola Head. Meet at the Narooma Visitor’s Centre, Princes Highway. A 

spectacular view of Montagu Island. Seabirds including White-fronted Tern, Australian Gannet and various 

albatross species. 

Sunday June 28, 9am Cowdrey Creek, Wagonga Scenic Drive, Narooma. Meet at the intersection of the 

Princes Highway and Kianga Forest Road, just north of Narooma. A walk through gully and rainforest 

vegetation. Green Catbird, Brown Gerygone, Yellow-throated and Large-billed Scrubwren, Brown Cuckoo-

Dove. 

What’s coming up… 

Red-necked Avocet at Tuross Estuary in December 2014                                                       Photo: John Cornish 

Sunday May 24, 11am Annual General Meeting. Venue: Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens, Princes 

Highway Batemans Bay, in the Meeting Room adjacent to the café. Meeting at 11am, followed by lunch 

(there are BBQ facilities) and then a walk through the gardens. Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Australasian Grebe, 

Rose Robin, Crested Shrike-tit. 

Joint ENHS and COG field trip 
The Canberra Ornithological Group (COG) will be visiting the Narooma area from May 18-22. A number 

of joint activities are planned. Details will be available closer to the time and will be emailed to members 

and posted on our website. 



A warm welcome to new members… 
 

Judith Hopwood, Broulee 

Nick Hordern, Mossy Point 

Robyn Stacey and Allan Rees, Moruya 

Denise Strickland, Tuross Heads 

 

And it’s a warm welcome back to Trevor and Joan Lipscombe who have recently moved back to Australia 

from England. 

 

A reminder that 2015 memberships are now due 

 

If your membership is still outstanding, a reminder has been included with this newsletter. Single 

membership $20, family $30 and for under 18s $5.  The 28
th
 edition of Nature in Eurobodalla, which is an 

excellent summary of the wildlife of the Eurobodalla based on members’ observations in 2013, is also 

available for purchase. It is priced at $13 if picked up at a field meeting or $15 if posted. 

 
 

 

 

 

It was a wet and humid summer which made conditions perfect for mosquitoes and ticks and a challenge for 

those wanting to enjoy the bush. On the bird-front, we had the first record of Red-necked Avocet in the 

Eurobodalla at Tuross Estuary. It seems to be the place where waders like to stop and there are always 

observant bird watchers to record these, often brief, stopovers. The usually large Little and Fairy Tern 

colonies didn’t nest at Tuross this year, but in late January two pairs of Little Tern nested, one nest was lost 

to the high tide and the other resulted in one fledgling. The Little and Fairy Terns nested successfully at 

Mogareeka (near Tathra) this season, with 82 fledglings from 123 eggs, which is an incredible result. To 

provide a comparison, last year at Tuross there were over 300 eggs laid, 103 hatched, and only 32 fledged. In 

other threatened species news, the Hooded Plover pair that successfully raised three young last year at 

Wallaga Lake didn’t nest this year.  

 

Other interesting sightings included a Pacific Baza at Malua Bay. This species is more common north of 

Sydney but has been recorded previously in the Eurobodalla at Moruya and Pedro Swamp. This species is 

regularly reported further south the coast at Wolumla (near Merimbula) and at Nethercote near Eden. Three 

Green Catbird have visited their regular spot on Tebbs Road in Narooma and another was recorded in 

Kianga. The 100 or so Pink-eared Ducks that made Central Swamp their home in late November stayed over 

December and part of January. It seems this species is now a regular in the Eurobodalla. What was also 

interesting is what didn’t turn up in the Eurobodalla this summer. There were a couple of records of Pallid 

Cuckoo in November but none over the summer months, and White-winged Triller, Rufous and Brown 

Songlark were also absent. 

 

In mid February, the Spotted Gum began to flower 

and the Grey-headed Flying Fox camp in Moruya 

Heads (south) started to build up again with 

thousands reported in early March. Lorikeet 

numbers also increased at Pedro Swamp with all 

three local species; Rainbow, Musk and Little, 

feeding on the blossom. If the Spotted Gum 

continues to flower, it may be a good year for Swift 

Parrots. Surveys will kick off in late April and 

continue through May so contact me if you’d like to 

participate. 

 

A few unusual butterflies appeared over summer –

Blue Tiger at Cullendulla, Comerang and Mystery 

Bay and a Chequered and Dainty Swallowtail at 

Burrewarra Point. Julie Morgan 

 

 

Looking back over summer 

 

Blue Tiger  Photo: A. Christiansen 



 

 
 

Nest predation has a significant impact on the breeding success of woodland passerines. For the past three 

breeding seasons we have used remote cameras to identify the nest predators on our study site on 

Maulbrooks Road. This season we have documented three instances of the Eastern Spinebill 

(Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris) flicking eggs from nests. In some cases the Eastern Spinebill could be 

identified as a particular individual due to colour bands (‘positively identified’, PI), whereas in other cases 

this was not possible (‘not positively identified’, NPI). In each instance the nest had a camera on it before 

eggs were laid.  

 

Brown Thornbill (Acanthiza pusilla) #1 

The first egg was laid in this nest on 7 September 2014; Brown Thornbills lay at 48 hour intervals. On 11 

September 2014, one egg was found outside the nest, two eggs remained inside. There was no information 

on the camera as to how this occurred. On 12 September 2014, there were still two eggs in the nest, and the 

bird was on the nest on 13 September. On 15 September, there were three eggs outside the nest, and the 

camera revealed an Eastern Spinebill (NPI) flicking an egg out of the nest on 13 September and 15 

September. None was damaged and the eggs remained where they lay for several days. An Eastern Spinebill 

(PI) with a nest 100m away, was photographed at this Brown Thornbill nest collecting material on 19 

September. This bird was also seen taking feathers from another Brown Thornbill nest that contained eggs 

(150m from Brown Thornbill nest #1, and 100m from its own nest) on 6 October 2014. The nest of this 

Eastern Spinebill was active until at least 12 October 2014. 

 

Brown Thornbill (A. pusilla) #2 

The first egg was laid on 14 September 2014. On 16 September, there was one egg outside the nest and one 

inside, but there was no information on the camera as to how this occurred. On 18 September an Eastern 

Spinebill (NPI) visited the nest briefly. On 19 September there were two eggs in the nest and one outside. On 

21 September an Eastern Spinebill (NPI) was photographed flicking two eggs and some lining out of the 

nest. As with the previous instance, none of the eggs were damaged and they lay below the nest for at least a 

week. 

 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater (Lichenostomus chrysops) 

The first egg was laid on 7 or 8 November 2014 and the nest contained two eggs on 9 November. An Eastern 

Spinebill (PI) was seen closely inspecting the nest at 1612hrs on 9 November. At 1900hrs (same day), an 

Eastern Spinebill (NPI) came to the nest, and after some deliberate and elaborate positioning of the body, 

flicked an egg out. The egg was found broken beneath the nest; this nest was 2m high compared to about 

0.3m high for the BT nests. The broken egg and its yolk remained on the ground untouched for several days. 

 

The identification of the Eastern 

Spinebill(s) involved is difficult 

as the leg containing the colour 

combinations was not always 

visible or clear. Partial 

identification was possible by 

sexing the bird (using the crown 

colour and beak length), and by 

identifying the colour of the 

master band (on the right leg 

above the metal band). 

 

What we can say with certainty 

is that the individual/s that took 

the eggs from the Brown 

Thornbill nests was/were female, and that the bird that first visited the nest of the Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

was a male. It is likely, based on a combination of crown colour, beak length, and colour band identification 

on both legs, that: 

1. The same female Eastern Spinebill flicked the eggs out of both Brown Thornbill nests, took building 

material from two Brown Thornbill nests, and had an active nest in the vicinity.  

2. A male Eastern Spinebill flicked at least one egg out of the nest of the Yellow-faced Honeyeater, after a 

different male had been at that nest. 

The Eastern Spinebill as a nest predator 

 



3. The individual seen at the Brown Thornbill nests was not associated (as a pair) with the individuals seen at 

the nest of the Yellow-faced Honeyeater. 

 

There is no mention of this behaviour in HANZAB, or of the Eastern Spinebill stealing nest material from 

other nests. To the best of our knowledge there is no previous documentation of the egg-flicking behaviour 

by the Eastern Spinebill in the recent literature. On this site, we had cameras on all the Brown Thornbill nests 

and at least 70% of the nests of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters for the last three breeding seasons (including 

2014/15), but have not previously seen this egg-flicking behaviour. The stealing of nest material is another 

matter; over the course of the current (2014/15) breeding season and the 2013/14 breeding season, we 

documented an Eastern Spinebill taking material from four Brown Thornbill nests and one Rufous Whistler 

nest.  

 

The likely scenario is that both a male and a female Eastern Spinebill flicked eggs out of the nests, and that 

these birds represented two different breeding pairs. So the behaviour is not the result of one unusual bird, or 

one unusual pair. The advantage of this behaviour is difficult to explain. The Eastern Spinebill may be 

discouraging competition in its territory, but our long-term observations suggest that competition between 

the Eastern Spinebill and the Brown Thornbill would not appear to exist, for nesting sites or food.  In any 

case, nesting material could be taken from a Brown Thornbill nest without flicking the eggs from the nest. 

The case of the Yellow-faced Honeyeater is a little more understandable as the food items of the two species 

overlap at this site. Michael and Sarah Guppy 

 

 

 

 

 
Local community and agency representatives got together for a workshop in December where wetland expert 

Geoff Sainty and catchment manager Geoff Hunter shared their knowledge and experience of saltmarsh 

restoration and management. I was motivated to organise this workshop after participating in the 2020 

BirdLife Shorebird surveys in January 2014 and seeing firsthand the negative impacts vehicles and weeds 

were having on the sensitive saltmarsh habitats around Bermagui.  

 

Saltmarsh is the area of low growing, salt tolerant plants that grow between the mangroves along the water's 

edge and the she-oaks and paperbarks on higher ground. It filters runoff, provides food for fish and 

shorebirds and is an important part of keeping our estuaries healthy.  

 

Along the NSW coast, about 70% of pre-

1950s saltmarsh has been destroyed and 

now Coastal Saltmarsh is listed as an 

Endangered Ecological Community in the 

NSW Threatened Species Conservation 

Act 1995. During our walk we saw large 

swards of a lovely spreading groundcover, 

Wilsonia backhousei, which is listed as 

Vulnerable in the TSC Act. In the early 

1900s, before the ecological value of 

saltmarsh was known, the Bermagui River 

saltmarsh was used as a racecourse and 

airstrip.  

 

Geoff Sainty and Geoff Hunter conducted 

a walking workshop in the endangered 

saltmarsh communities on Bermagui River 

and in Bermagui South Lagoon. We looked 

at saltmarsh ecology and restoration, and 

what's happening to the Bermagui River saltmarsh in particular and there were opportunities to talk about 

saltmarsh issues in other areas. Both Geoffs are great ambassadors for saltmarsh and the importance of 

looking after our estuaries. They enjoyed the day with the range of hands-on locals and have continued to 

provide advice and support.  

 

The day attracted a variety of participants including local bush regeneration contractors, local plant growers, 

Bermagui River saltmarsh workshop Friday 19 December 2014 

 

Wilsonia backhousei                            Photo: D. Ondinea 



shorebird volunteers, Panboola Wetland members, and various agency people including Bega Valley Shire 

Council, DPI - Fisheries, RFS and SE Local Land Services. The participants hope the workshop will start the 

process of protecting and restoring these important areas in Bermagui. 

 

Geoff Sainty is better known for his work on freshwater wetlands and has published books on freshwater 

plants. He has more recently fallen in love with saltmarsh ("so many variables and you never get smart") 

after working on the world's largest saltmarsh construction project - the Penrhyn Estuary Enhancement 

Project (a part of the Port Botany Expansion). Penrhyn Estuary is a small area of intertidal mudflats that 

represents the last remaining site for shorebirds on the northern side of Botany Bay. The work to enhance 

this estuary ecosystem includes weed and mangrove removal, planted saltmarsh, expansion of intertidal sand 

flats for shorebird feeding, creation of seagrass habitat, construction of a public access area and bird hide and 

extensive monitoring. 

 

A number of management suggestions were made on the day. Since saltmarsh is an important habitat for 

shorebirds and waders, Geoff Sainty suggested we let birds be the ‘tail that wags the saltmarsh dog’ when 

considering how to protect and restore saltmarsh. Mosquito control, weed removal, repairing erosion, 

restricting vehicle access and informative signage are also priorities.  

 

Geoff has recently published a book ‘Estuary Plants and what’s happening to them in south-east Australia.’ 

See the following link for more information. http://www.sainty.com.au/Estuary%20Book/estuarypage.html     
Danie Ondinea  

 

 
 

 

 

Most people who either live on or visit the NSW South Coast will be familiar with the common understorey 

plant, the Burrawang (Macrozamia communis). Although cycads are similar in appearance to ferns and 

palms, they are more closely related to pines (Conifers), as both belong to the class of plants known as 

Gymnosperms. These plants produce seeds (therefore, they are not ferns) on cones rather than flowers 

(therefore, they are not palms.) Cycads are often referred to as ‘living fossils’ as they have survived almost 

unchanged for over 300 million years. During the time of the dinosaurs, cycads were at their peak, making 

up 20% of the world’s flora. The first flowering plants did not appear until about 140 million years ago. 

 

The family Zamiaceae is one of three families 

of cycads worldwide. Three genera are native 

to Australia – Macrozamia (25 species) 

Lepidozamia (2 sp.) and Boweria (2 sp.). 

Macrozamia communis is the most 

widespread and commonly occurring species 

and is endemic to NSW. It is found on the 

coast and inland slopes from Armidale to 

Bega. It is the most southerly occurring cycad 

in the world, most being restricted to tropical 

and sub-tropical regions. 

 

The stems of cycads are rough and thick. 

They either grow underground, or form a 

trunk (caudex) above the ground (especially 

in rocky soils). Leaves called fronds are 

pinnate, tough and leathery, with a sharp tip. 

They bunch together in a crown at the top of 

the stem and range from 70-200cm long. 

Individual plants are either male or female. Male cones which bear pollen are cylindrical in shape, up to 

45cm long, 15cm wide and a green-grey colour. Female cones which bear the seeds are more barrel shaped, 

up to 45cm long and 20cm wide. The colour is green at first, but when ripe the cone breaks to release seeds 

which are covered in a bright red fleshy coat. 

 

The pollination process in cycads is a story of intrigue and deceit.  It used to be thought that as in conifers, 

wind carried the pollen from the male to the female cone. However, it is now known that weevils (a type of 

Is it a Palm? Is it a Pine?  Is it a Fern?  No it’s a Cycad 

 

Burrawang                    Photo: D. Anderson 

http://www.sainty.com.au/Estuary%2520Book/estuarypage.html


beetle) are essential to the process. As the male 

cones are ripening, they emit a warm, strong, 

foody odour which attracts the weevils. The 

weevils feed on the protein of the cones, they 

mate and lay their eggs, and become covered in 

pollen. When the female cones are receptive, they 

also emit an odour which mimics that of the 

male. At the same time, the temperature and 

odour in the male cones increases, making it 

uncomfortable for the weevils. As a result, they 

fly to the female cones, depositing pollen while 

looking for more food. Then, before the weevils 

can do too much damage to the future seeds, the 

female produces another chemical (a type of 

insect repellant) which drives the weevils back to 

the male. You may notice cobwebby strands left 

by the weevils on old male cones. Also, unlike 

conifers, water is required for fertilisation. Sperm are mobile and need to be able to swim to the egg cell. 

This is the link between cycads and ferns. Perhaps the repellant is the toxin which needed to be leached out 

by indigenous people before eating the seeds and also why handling the seeds is believed to be detrimental to 

our health. 

 

Cycads also have a symbiotic relationship with Cyanobacteria (Blue-Green Algae). These micro-organisms, 

which are photosynthetic, shelter in modified roots which have the appearance of coral. These roots grow out 

of the soil, and exposed to sunlight, convert nitrogen in the air into nitrates in the soil. They also contain 

toxic chemicals. 

 

If you are patient, Macrozamia communis is an interesting and hardy garden plant. It can be grown from 

seed, but germination could take up to 2 years. It will grow in most soils, likes shade or part sun, is frost 

tolerant and can be grown in pots. However, growth is very slow, usually one leaf at a time, and may take 5 

years to be a feature plant and 10 years for cones to form. The most common cause of death is rotting stems 

due to over watering. A cycad which is commonly grown in gardens is Sago Palm (Cycas revoluta) which is 

native to Japan. Cycas is the only genus in the family Cycadaceae, and the only native species in this genus 

occur in the very northern parts of Australia. Fran Anderson 

 

 
 

 

 

On 22 February a group of over 20 gathered outside the ABC Cheese Factory in Central Tilba for the 

excursion to Richard and Kim Cook’s property adjacent to the Bodalla State Forest on the slopes of Gulaga. 

After sorting out the car pooling, we drove in convoy some 7km west of Tilba on the Punkalla Rd and parked 

on the ridgeline above the house. Richard greeted us on our arrival and we then split into two groups. The 

group led by Richard, which I joined, followed a steep track down the hillside and then along the creek, 

whilst the second group took a less precipitous route past the house and down to the creek. 

 

The creek, which is not named on the map, is one of the only two creeks that flows into Corunna Lake. As 

we hopped or scrambled along the rocky creek bed, we were surrounded by remnant rainforest, including an 

extensive stand of Coachwood (Ceratopetaulm) that had recently flowered - the bracts of the flowers were 

all over the ground. There were also many mature and younger Cabbage Palms (Livistona australis) and 

Sandpaper Figs (Ficus coronata) and some really impressive Spotted Gums (Corymbia maculata), many 

with gaping hollows. We also found several very interesting fungi, including Omphalotus nidiformis, 

Plectania campylospora and Polyphorus badius. The bird list for the day was not extensive but included a 

group of Large-billed Scrubwren, along with Superb Lyrebird, Bassian Thrush and White-throated Gerygone 

(mostly seen by the group that took the easier route). 

 

After a rather steamy walk, we returned to the shade of the house for lunch. Richard and Kim were then kind 

enough to invite us to have a look at their house, which they designed and built themselves. The exterior is 

built from rendered straw bales, which provides highly efficient insulation, and inside, the floors and 

The female cone of a Burrawang      Photo: K. Cockerill 

Tilba field meeting 

 



furniture are built from locally 

milled timber.  The house is fully 

solar powered, which amazed us 

considering Richard has a fully 

equipped sound studio for recording 

with local musicians. 

 

For me, one of the benefits of 

ENHS membership is that it 

provides occasional opportunities to 

visit some interesting private 

properties and see some unique 

environments we could never 

otherwise visit. At the same time, 

we have met some very warm and 

generous people who are happy to 

invite us into their homes. I’d like to heartily thank Richard and Kim for allowing us to visit their property 

and for being such generous hosts. Helen Kay 

 

 
 

 

ENHS members have many stories to tell about their 

observations of nature. ‘My Patch’ is a forum where these 

stories can be shared with others and will be published both 

in the newsletter and on the website. Photos are welcome. 

Please send your contributions to mypatch@enhs.org.au 

 

Logo design by Trevor King  

 

 

 

 

Another way to watch birds 
 

Eurobodalla, place of many waters, offers numerous opportunities to get out onto the water. A couple of 

canoes have recently joined the family. They enable us to get into the back-waters behind the larger lakes 

and waterways. After a few excursions as a novice paddler, I decided that I was unlikely to fall overboard, so 

I began to take my binoculars along with me. 

 

On a recent trip on a creek to the west of the highway, the rewards were immense. Numerous waterbirds and 

raptors, including an immature White-bellied Sea-Eagle and a Whistling Kite, flew ahead of us, a squadron 

of pelicans glided overhead and darters and cormorants watched us warily from their roosts. Various ducks 

and coots took off as we approached, small bush birds, whistlers, monarchs, gerygones, whipbirds and 

lyrebirds called from the banks. The occasional water dragon basking on a log attempted to blend in with his 

surroundings, and a curious wallaby watched us, ready for a quick escape into the undergrowth. As the creek 

narrowed, and the bush came closer, we had great views of fairy-wrens, scrubwrens, fantails, and even a 

couple of finches. But the highlights were definitely 8 Azure Kingfishers, including a family group of 4, and 

in the casuarinas, a group of 8 Glossy Black Cockatoos. Mandy Anderson 

 

Loch Ness Monster comes to Tuross 
 

Well, not quite! BUT .... On a recent trip to the Blackfellows Point/Tuross Lake area I encountered an Emu 

while paddling my kayak up the channel on the eastern side of Horse Island. I watched in amazement as it 

emerged from the scrub on the mainland side and proceeded to walk into the water, gradually immersing 

itself until only the top of its rounded body and the long neck and head were above water - the resultant 

image was an excellent impression of the mythical Northern Hemisphere creature. Now I know that emus 

have long legs, but the depth sounder on my kayak showed a depth of 2.2 metres at the crossing point to 

Horse Island which of course meant the Emu was swimming, something I hadn't heard of or even considered 

before. Having said that I dare say there have been many occasions where emus have had to sink or swim 

Omphalotus nidiformis       Photo: A. Christiansen 



during floods in the outback. I'm not sure what the Emu numbers in the Tuross area would be but I do recall 

several years ago seeing an adult with 5 chicks on a rural property just east of Bodalla. A friend more 

recently reported seeing an adult with 2 chicks - an indication of a (probably) small but thriving population. 
Rod Mackay 

 

Highlights from ENHS records - Summer 2015 
 

Avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 

Emu 1 TS, PP RMack/RK  

Musk Duck Up to 3 PS JM Female with an immature in Jan. 

Pink-eared Duck Up to 130 Com JC Stayed until early January 

Aust Shoveler 8 Lake Tarourga, 

Com  

DB/AM/ 

JM/JC 

 

Hardhead 100 Lake Tarourga  DB/AM/JM  

Hoary-headed Grebe 50 Lake Tarourga DB/AM/JM  

White-headed Pigeon 17 DY MA  

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 12 NA JMG  

Brush Bronzewing Call, 1 Coila Ck, Tilba MA/FM  

Bar-shouldered Dove 2, 1 BP, Com JW/JC  

Topknot Pigeon 10, 13 Malua Bay/ 

MKS 

MW/SMG  

White-throated Nightjar Up to 4 PS JM Juvenile disturbed off the ground 

on two occasions in February 

Fluttering Shearwater 20, 1 BP, MO NC/NM On water with Silver Gulls at BP. 

Short-tailed Shearwater More than 

100 

Off MO NM In Jan. 

Eastern Great Egret 15, 9 Nangudga, 

MHN 

JMG/JW  

White-faced Heron Up to 25 Com JC On nest. Also one dy at Malua 

Bay (MW). 

Little Egret Nesting NA MA/AC Large colony in mangroves south 

of bridge. Many nests with chicks. 

Eastern Reef Heron 1 BP, MB JW/MA  

Nankeen Night Heron 2 Com JC Unusually absent in Jan/Feb. 

Royal Spoonbill 33, 30 WL, 

Trunketabella 

DO/JM  

Yellow Spoonbill 2 Com JC In Feb. 

Eastern Osprey 1 NA MA In Feb. 

Square-tailed Kite 2 MKS, MB SMG/MA  

Pacific Baza 2 Malua Bay  MW On January 7 and 8. 

Grey Goshawk 1 PS JM Mobbed by several nesting Noisy 

Friarbird. 

Spotted Harrier 1 Com JC  

Swamp Harrier 1 PS JM Juvenile in a nest among the reeds 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 3 Tilba JM 2 adults and a juvenile 

Purple Swamphen Up to 20 PS JM With young. Young also at MO 

(NM) 

Buff-banded Rail 3 Com JC An immature at Com. 

Baillon’s Crake 1 Com JC  

Aust Pied Oystercatcher 16 Kianga Beach JMG At high tide. 

Sooty Oystercatcher More than 4 MB MA  

Black-winged Stilt 1, 13 Lake Tarourga, 

Com 

DB/AM/ 

JM/JC 

 

Pacific Golden Plover Up to 6 MB MA  

Red-capped Plover 11, 7, 4 MO, MHS NM/DHK/ 

JM 

Dy at MO 

Double-banded Plover 6 TS NC In Feb. 

Black-fronted Dotterel Up to 6 Com JC 2 dy in Feb. 

Red-kneed Dotterel 2 to 3 Com JC In Dec. 



Latham’s Snipe 1 Com JC  

Bar-tailed Godwit 100-150 NA JMG/MA  

Whimbrel 1 Nangudga MA  

Eastern Curlew Up to 15, 3 MHS, NA, WL JM/JMG/ 

MA 

 

Grey-tailed Tattler 1 Coila, MB JM/AM/MA In Jan/Feb. 

Common Greenshank 3 Com JC On edge of floodwater 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Up to 30 Com JC  

Curlew Sandpiper 2 TS NC  

Little Tern Up to 14 TS WN/NC 2 pair nested in late January. Only 

one egg hatched. 2 immatures 

seen in Feb. 

Caspian Tern 4 TS NC  

Kelp Gull 1 BB NC At the marina. 

Silver Gull Up to 300 Com JC Feeding in the flooded paddocks. 

Not seen here in such numbers for 

many years. 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 4, 3 MO, PS NM/JM One dependent young at PS 

Yellow-tailed Black 

Cockatoo 

40, 30 MYA, PP JL/RK 
 

Gang-Gang Cockatoo Up to 20 MKS SMG 
 

Little Corella 200 MYA JW Mullenderee, north of the town
 

Long-billed Corella 1 Broulee N Greenway A metal band around its left leg. 

With a group of Little Corella. 

Last report at MHS in 2013. 

Musk Lorikeet Up to 50  PS JM At flowering gums 

Little Lorikeet Up to 50 PS JM At flowering gums 

Aust King Parrot Up to 60 Com JC Numbers rising in Feb. 

Eastern Koel Dependent 

young 

BP, MHS, TS, 

MB 

JW/JM/MA Raised by Red Wattlebird at BP 

and TS, Little Wattlebird at MHS 

and Noisy Friarbird at MB 

Horsfield’s Bronze-

Cuckoo 

Calls MKS, PS, Com SMG/JM/JC  

Pallid Cuckoo    Unusually absent this summer. 

Brush Cuckoo Calls Malua Bay, 

MKS, PS, Com 

MW/SMG/J

M/JC 

 

Azure Kingfisher 8 Coila MA Including a family group of 4 

Dollarbird Up to 10 Com JC 4 young 

Superb Lyrebird Nest Kianga MA On the ledge of a concrete water 

tank. See the Members’ sighting 

page of our website for a photo. 

Green Catbird 3, 1 NA, Kianga JMG/BS First record of the species at 

Kianga 

Large-billed Scrubwren 12 Tilba FM Nesting at MB (MA) 

White-throated 

Gerygone 

Call, 2 MKS, Com, 

Coila, Bodalla 

SMG/JC/ 

MA 

 

Bell Miner Colony SB IAG Colony established at this location 

White-cheeked 

Honeyeater 

1 MKS SMG In Jan. 

White-bellied Cuckoo-

shrike 

2 or 3 MYA, PS, NA JL/JM/DO  

Cicadabird Up to 6 Malua Bay, 

MKS, Deua R, 

PS, Bergalia 

MW/SMG/

MS/JM/ 

DHK 

More reports of this species this 

year. 

White-breasted 

Woodswallow 

15, 10 MHN, PS NC/JM In Feb, 2 juveniles at MHN, 

barely able to fly 

Dusky Woodswallow 12 Bergalia DHK In Dec. 

Pied Currawong Up to 29 BP JW Numbers gradually rising from 

mid Feb. 



Spangled Drongo 1 PS JM In Jan. 

Rufous Fantail 3, 2 MKS, Deau R SMG/MS Breeding at MKS and nest with 

eggs at Deua R in Dec. 

Satin Flycatcher Call Coolagolite S Sass  

Restless Flycatcher 3 Com JC 1dy 

White-winged Chough Up to 24 PS JM 3 groups, all with immatures. 

Territorial display in Feb. 

Rose Robin 2 to 3 NA JMG  

Golden-headed 

Cisticola 

Up to 10 Com JC 2 dy 

Aust Reed Warbler 2, 10, 2 MKS, PS, Com SMG/JM/ 

JC 

Breeding at MKS and PS 

Little Grassbird 2 PS JM  

Tree Martin 30, 20 Com, MYA JC/JL  

Bassian Thrush 2 NA JMG  

Common Blackbird 2 Bingie DHK At Grey Rocks.  

Common Myna Up to 24 MYA JL  

Mistletoebird 2 Coolagolite DO Nesting with at least one dy 

Note: dy dependent young 

 

Non-avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 

Common Wombat signs Deua R, 

Coolagolite 

MS/DO  

Short-beaked Echidna 1 PS, Pedro JM/JS  

Brown Antechinus 1 Lilli Pilli IAG  

Sugar Glider 2, calls Pedro, BP, 

MB 

JS/JW/MA  

Common Ringtail Possum 1 PP RK  

Common Brushtail Possum 4 Com JC  

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Up to 62 Coolagolite DO  

Red-necked Wallaby 20 Lake 

Tarourga/ PP 

DB/AM/ 

JM/RK 

Including joeys 

Grey-headed Flying Fox Thousands, 

50 

MHS, PS D Num/JM Camp returned to MHS in mid Feb. 

Black Rat 1 Pedro JS  

Dingo Heard Com JC  

Red Fox Up to 4 BP JW Including 3 young in Jan 

Rabbit 3 PP RK  

Snake-necked Turtle 10, 2, 1 Com, PS, 

Mossy Pt 

JC/JM/HR  

Yellow-bellied Water-

skink 

3 Com  JC  

Weasel Skink 2 BP JW  

Eastern Water Dragon 1 or 2 MYA, TS 

Lake 

JL/JM  

Gippsland Water Dragon 10 Com JC  

Jacky Lizard Up to 3 Mossy Pt, PS, 

Coolagolite 

HR/JM/DO  

Lace Monitor 1 or 2 BP, PS, 

Coolagolite 

JW/JM/DO  

Diamond Python 1 BP, Com, MB JW/JC/MA  

Eastern Small-eyed Snake 1 Mossy Pt HR  

Death Adder 4 Deua R MS In Dec. 

Bottlenose Dolphin Up to 6 BP JW  

Humpback Whale Dead sub-

adult 

Broulee Is HR On Jan 7, being fed upon by Tiger 

Sharks. 

  

Frogs 

JC/JL/JM/ 

Common Eastern Froglet, Eastern Banjo Frog, Brown Striped Frog, Haswell’s Froglet, 

Brown and Tyler’s Toadlet; tree frogs: Brown, Eastern Sedgefrog, Jervis Bay, Keferstein’s, 



DO/HR/JW Peron’s, Tyler’s, Verreaux’s 

Moths 

AC/JC/JM/HR/ 

DO/P Turner/  

J Fearn 

Plume, Meal, Cream and Clouded Wave, Plantain, Mecynata, Cossid Wood, Witchetty 

Grub, Banded and Spotted Lichen Moth, Variable Halone, Red-lined Geometrid, 

Convolvulus and Coprosma Hawk, Magpie, Tiger, Crimson Tiger, Mistletoe, Northern and 

Southern Old Lady Moth, Tobacco Looper, Asian Corn Borer, Variable Cutworm, 

Geranium. 

Butterflies 

MA/AC/JC/JL/ 

JM/DO/JS/JW 

Splendid Ochre, White-brand Grass-skipper, White-brand and Narrow-brand Grass-dart, 

Greenish Grass-dart, Orchard, Dainty and Chequered Swallowtail, Cabbage White, Dusky 

Knight, Brown Ringlet, Imperial and Black Jezebel, Varied Sword-grass Brown, Common 

and Spotted Brown, Meadow Argus, Aust Painted Lady, Yellow Admiral, Monarch, 

Imperial Hairstreak, Blue Tiger, Common Grass Blue 

Dragon &  

Damselflies  

Common and Aurora Bluetail, Wandering and Scarlet Percher, Blue Skimmer, Common 

Glider, Tau and Australian Emerald, Swamp Flat-tail 

Beetles  
JC/JM 

Net-winged, Plague Soldier, Repsimus, Christmas, White Christmas, Click, Dung, Copper 

Kettle, Argentinian Scarab, Banded Pumpkin, Small Blue Leaf, Three-lined Potato; 

Ladybirds: Transverse, Twenty-six Spotted, Twenty-eight Spotted, Spotted Amber, Striped, 

Fungus-eating 

Bugs  
JC/JM/AM 

Water Strider, Bronze Orange, Brown and Magnetic Shield, Harlequin, Pale Cotton Stainer; 

Cicadas: Double-spotted, Black Squeaker, Razor Grinder, Floury Baker 

Other insects 

AC/JC/JL/JM/JW 

Blue Banded Bee. Wasps: Blue Flower, Spider, Orange Caterpillar Parasite. Yellow-winged 

Locust.  

Spiders 

JC/JL/JM/JW 

Spiny, Triangular, Two-tailed, Wheel-weaving Garden, Black House, Red Back, St 

Andrew’s Cross, Leaf-curling, Jumping, Little Striped and Garden Wolf, Huntsman, Water, 

Golden Orb, Daddy Long Legs, Comb-footed. 

 
Contributors        Abbreviations 
MA M Anderson, MB AM A Marsh, Bingie BB Batemans Bay 

DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside NM N Montgomery, MO BBWG Batemans Bay Water Gardens 

AC A Christiansen, MB JM J Morgan, PS BI Bermagui 

NC N Clark, Surf Beach WN W Nelson, TS BP Burrewarra Point 

JC  J&P Collett, Com DO D Ondinea, Coolagolite Com Comerang 

JMG J&M Gordon, NA PJP P Parker, TS CO Congo 

IAG I&A Grant, Lilli Pilli HR H Ransom, Mossy Pt DS Durras 

SMG S&M Guppy, MKS JS J Sagar, Pedro DY Dalmeny 

JH J&J Houghton, TS BS B Scales, Kianga ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 

DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia MS M Summerhayes, MYA MH Moruya Heads, N&S 

RK R Korsch, PP JW J Whiter, BP MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 

JL J&J Liney, MYA MW  M Wilkinson, Malua Bay MO Meringo 

  FM Field Meeting MYA Moruya 

   J Cornish MH Moruya Heads, N&S 

   J Fearn MB Mystery Bay 

   N Greenway NA Narooma 

   R Mackay NP National Park 

   D Num PS Pedro Swamp 

   S Sass PP Potato Point 

   P Turner SB Surf Beach 

    SF State Forest 

    TS Tuross 

    WL Wallaga Lake 

 

ENHS Committee and Contact Details  
Chair David Kay 4474 5619 chair@enhs.org.au 

Secretary/Recorder Julie Morgan 4474 5888 secretary@enhs.org.au 

Treasurer Malcolm Griggs 4472 4150 treasurer@enhs.org.au 

Committee Fran Anderson, Mandy Anderson, Lyn 

Burden, Peter Haughton, Richard 

Nipperess 

  

Public Officer and 

Membership 

Peter Haughton 4471 3271 pje@haughton.id.au 

 

Minutes Secretary Mandy Anderson 4473 7651 mandy-anderson@bigpond.com  

Editorial Team Mandy Anderson, Lucy Gibson, Helen 

Kay, Julie Morgan, Richard Nipperess 

 editor@enhs.org.au 

Website Team David Num, Roman Soroka, Julie 

Morgan 

 webmaster@enhs.org.au 
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