
EUROBODALLA 
NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Inc. 

PO Box 888 

MORUYA   NSW   2537 

www.enhs.org.au 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER NUMBER 160        SUMMER 2014 

 

Little and Fairy Tern (Sternula albifrons and S. nereis) 

 

The genus Sternula encompasses seven, very similar, small tern species whose distribution collectively spans 

the globe, with the exception of Antarctica. The Little Tern has a range that includes most of Eurasia, Africa 

and Australasia. Of the three recognized races only sinensis occurs in Australia and is both a breeding and 

non-breeding visitor to much of northern, eastern and south-eastern Australia. The Fairy Tern also has three 

recognized races. Nereis occurs and breeds over much of the south and west of Australia; exsul is restricted 

to New Caledonia with the exception of a tiny colony on the outer Great Barrier Reef; and davisae is found 

only in New Zealand. 

 

Identification, measurements and confusion-species 

Distinguishing Sternula terns from larger terns is fairly straight forward—their tiny size (20-24cm), 

distinctive buoyant flight and rapid wingbeats when hovering, easily separates them from the larger terns.  

However, separating the two species is a bit trickier. Little Tern tend to be slightly smaller than Fairy Tern, 

and in breeding plumage is characterized by a dark cap which forms a well-defined ‘u’ when it meets the 

white forehead. They also have an eye stripe that extends all the way to the bill base. The back and wings are 

pale-grey with the outermost primaries being blackish. Lastly the feet and bill are lemon-yellow with the tip 

of the beak black.  

 

In contrast the Fairy Tern tends to be slightly larger with a less well-defined ‘u’ on the forehead. An eye 

stripe extends just slightly beyond the eye. The back and wings are very pale-grey and all flight feathers are 

uniformly whitish. Most significantly, however, the bill and legs are orange in colour and the beak lacks any 

trace of a black tip. Hybrids between the two species are of intermediate appearance (see image) in breeding 

plumage and do occur in the Eurobodalla.  

 
 

 

In non-breeding plumage both species are duller, the black crown recedes and the eye stripe vanishes. 

However, the Little Tern develops a dark shoulder-patch on the wing while the wings of the Fairy Tern 

remain pale-grey. The soft parts of the Little Tern become black while those of the Fairy Tern remain orange 

with the exception of the beak which develops a dark tip. 

 

Juveniles of both species are similar to non-breeding adults with both species boasting brown scalloped 

wings and backs. However, this is more pronounced with Little Tern while paler on the Fairy Tern. The cap 

is darkest on juvenile Fairy Tern while paler and more smudged on juvenile Little Tern. Finally, 

vocalizations also differ between the two, the shrieks of the Little Tern sharper and shriller than those of the 

Fairy Tern which are deeper and contain more clear elements. 

Little Tern Fairy Tern hybridization   D. Bertzeletos 

http://www.enhs.org.au/


Behaviour, breeding and diet 

In Australia both Fairy and Little Tern favour similar habitats requiring clear, calm coastal waters where they 

feed mainly on small fish. Outside of Australia, Little Terns will also utilize freshwater habitats. Breeding 

usually occurs in small colonies on sandy coasts and islands where the birds excavate a shallow scrape, 

laying two to three eggs. In the Eurobodalla breeding occurs in the late spring and summer months. 

However, timing may vary greatly depending on the latitude and area where breeding occurs. 

 

Males attract females via excited display flights above nesting sites and will present potential mates with 

small fish. Parental care is undertaken by both sexes, incubating the eggs for 18–21 days. The chicks’ 

maiden flight occurs at about two to three weeks of age. Should a breeding attempt fail, pairs will often 

attempt to raise a second clutch. 

 

Fairy and Little Tern will often nest together in mixed colonies with each other, as well as plovers, lapwings, 

oystercatchers, larger tern species and gulls. Colonies will communally defend their nests and consequently, 

smaller species tend to benefit from their larger more aggressive neighbours driving away predators such a 

foxes, birds of prey and corvids. However, this can be a double-edged sword as gulls will predate on young 

chicks and eggs. Little and Fairy Tern can be long-lived birds with the oldest individual of both species on 

record being 17 years of age.  

 

Conservation and status in the Eurobodalla 

Two populations of Little Tern occur in the Eurobodalla. The first consists of non-breeding visitors in non-

breeding plumage which are presumably arriving from their breeding grounds in Asia. These birds mingle 

freely with the local breeding population, but do not breed here. Breeding in the Eurobodalla occurs mainly 

at Tuross Head, with about 100–150 birds, and smaller colonies at Wallaga Lake and, less frequently, other 

coastal locations. Once breeding is complete, all birds, including the Asian non-breeders, depart. It is 

unknown where the south-eastern Australian population spends its non-breeding season. 

 

In the Eurobodalla, the Fairy Tern is near its northern-most distribution, Botany Bay on the east coast of 

Australia, where numbers have been increasing. About 10–20 pairs now nest annually with the Little Tern 

colony at Tuross Head. Occasional inter-breeding attempts have been recorded here and elsewhere. It 

appears it is commonly observed for individuals of a rare species to seek the ‘next closest species’ at 

breeding locations should they be unable to gain a conspecific mate. 

 

As with Little Tern, the non-breeding grounds of the Eurobodalla population are unknown, but it is likely the 

birds overwinter in Victoria and Tasmania. However, it is very curious that both species depart from their 

mixed colonies at similar times, but seemingly in different directions.  

 

Both Fairy and Little Tern are listed as threatened under NSW legislation due to their declining populations. 

The reasons behind these declines largely relate to human-induced disturbances at breeding sites; predation 

of nests by native and introduced species; and breeding failure due to high tides and severe weather events. 

However, conservation measures have been increasing the reproductive success of the Eurobodalla colonies 

and as a result, numbers of both species appear to be increasing. Dimitris Bertzeletos 

 

 

 

 

The Field Meeting program for 2014 is posted on the ‘Field Meetings’ page of the website.  

 

Saturday April 12, 2pm: Mogo State Forest—Meet at the carpark next to Jenny’s Old Time Lolly Shop, 

just off Tomakin Road. A number of bush tracks are available and we will select one based on the flowering 

activity of the eucalypts. 

Sunday April 27, 9am: Moruya Heads to Bingie Point Geology Tour with Geoff Scott and Judith 

Egan—Meet at the Shelly Beach carpark, off Elizabeth Road, Moruya Heads (south). We will then drive to 

Mullimburra Point, Bingie Point and Meringo Point. We will have a brief introduction and see folding in the 

oldest rocks in the region at Shelly Beach. Then we’ll drive to three other locations to see progressively 

younger sedimentary and igneous rocks as exposed on the Eurobodalla Coast. Each location involves a short 

walk from the carpark. Please note that the tour is likely to continue after lunch. 

Saturday May 10, 2pm: Old Man Bed Swamp—Terry Hunt will host a walk on his property at 190 Congo 

Road, Congo. Walk through woodland to the swamp: Black Swan, various duck species, egrets and herons, 

as well as a variety of raptor species. 

What’s coming up... 



 

Sunday May 25, 11am: Annual General Meeting—Venue: Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens, Princes 

Highway Batemans Bay, in the Meeting Room adjacent to the café. Meeting at 11am, followed by lunch 

(there are BBQ facilities) and then a walk through the gardens: Brown Cuckoo-Dove, Australasian Grebe, 

Rose Robin, Crested Shrike-tit. 

 

Saturday June 14, 2pm: Runnyford Road—Meet at the intersection of Runnyford Road and the Princes 

Highway just north of Mogo. We will drive and stop at a few spots: Scarlet Robin, Little Eagle, Brown 

Goshawk, Striated Heron, Australian Darter, Black-fronted Dotterell 

Sunday June 29, 9am: German Creek, Deua National Park—Meet at the intersection of Hector 

McWilliam Drive and the Princes Highway (Tuross Head turn-off) for 4WD car-pooling. Wet eucalypt forest 

with Brown Barrel and Mountain Grey Gum, and cool temperate rainforest with gullies dominated by 

Pinkwood: Olive Whistler, Flame and Scarlet Robin, Superb Lyrebird. 

Special Notice 

 

Canberra Ornithologists Group (COG) will be visiting the Eurobodalla over the weekend of 21 and 22 June. 

A number of joint activities are planned, including a BBQ on Saturday night after which we plan to go 

spotlighting for gliders and owls. Details will be emailed to members closer to the time. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brett Anderson and Narelle Jones, Long Beach 

Nicola Clark, Surf Beach 

Muriel Story and Ted Edwards, ACT 

Amy Harris, Moruya 

Hendre Roelink, Broulee 

Roman Soroka, Surfside 

Mark Wilkinson, Malua Bay 
 

And a reminder that 2014 Memberships are now due 
If your membership is still outstanding, a reminder has been included with this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with other Eurobodalla Natural History 

Society (ENHS) members, I volunteered over 

summer to help with the NSW Parks and Wildlife 

(NPWS) shorebird monitoring program and the 

BirdLife Shorebirds 2020 Summer Surveys. We 

helped to monitor the breeding colony of Little and 

Fairy Tern at Tuross south spit. As in past years, 

there were highs and lows—over 300 eggs were 

laid, but many were lost as a result of two 

inundations due to the king tides. But, miraculously, 

some chicks survived and just as they were about to 

fledge, a large group of Silver Gull moved in and 

predated many of the young terns. The final breeding 

results were 32 Little Tern and 4 Fairy Tern chicks 

fledged. We checked in on a pair of Hooded Plover at Wallaga Lake in January and found a nest with a chick 

and two eggs (see photo) and the good news was that all three chicks survived and were banded at the end of 

February. On a field trip to the lake in March, all three young Hooded Plover were present and accounted 

Looking back over Summer 2013–14 

A warm welcome to new members 

Hooded Plover chick and eggs           Photo: A. Christiansen 

 



for—great news for this endangered species. There are articles elsewhere in this newsletter on the results of 

the Birdlife 2020 surveys and the experience of a volunteer with the NPWS shorebird monitoring program. 

The Gould’s Petrel bred on Montagu Island for a second year in a row and this time there were two pairs 

which raised young. We had a number of reports of interesting visitors to the area—Beach Stone-Curlew 

(only the third record of this species in the Eurobodalla), up to 15 Sanderling, Greater and Lesser Sand 

Plover, Terek Sandpiper at Tuross, Common Greenshank at Tuross and Corunna Lake, Latham’s Snipe were 

recorded at Pedro Swamp, Eurobodalla Road and Bermagui, two Arctic Jaeger were observed hunting off 

Montagu Island, a Spangled Drongo and Grey Currawong visited Pedro Swamp in February, and Pattie 

Parker has been investigating a flock of Western Sandpiper at Tuross. Red Ironbark (Eucalyptus fibrosa) 

flowered profusely in the Eurobodalla over summer and may explain the arrival of the Grey-headed Flying 

Fox colony at Moruya Heads in January. As they left their camp at night, the flying foxes blackened the sky 

and locals estimated numbers were in the tens of thousands.  

 

If you don’t usually read past the articles in the newsletter, please have a look at the section that summarises 

the highlights of summer records and let me know what you think about the new format. The aim is to make 

this section more interesting and readable. Regular readers will notice a change in the order of the species. 

The society’s observation sheets and the newsletter have been changed to reflect the systematic order of 

Christides and Boles.  

 

Finally, a note on a submission that I made to the NSW Ornithological Records Appraisal Committee on the 

sighting of the Oriental Plover at Moruya Beach on October 11, 2013. The submission was accepted and thus 

became the 33
rd

 confirmed record of the species in NSW and the first for the Eurobodalla. Julie Morgan 

 

 

 

Birds are on the move! Many of our summer migrants are moving north and large flocks of Silvereye will be 

a constant feature of autumn bird watching. Honeyeaters are also migrating north, including Yellow-faced 

Honeyeater, Red Wattlebird and Noisy Friarbird. A close examination of these migrating flocks may well 

result in a surprise or two. Jill Whiter has reported three Blue-faced Honeyeater in March with a group of 

migrating Red Wattlebird, and there is always the possibility of spotting a Regent Honeyeater. It is also the 

time when Swift Parrot move through the area and the Eurobodalla is listed as an ‘Important Bird Area’ for 

this species. On-going monitoring of this endangered species is vital and we will be conducting Swift Parrot 

surveys during May and August. Members wishing to join the surveys should contact me. 

A highlight of autumn bird watching is the mixed feeding flocks. You can hear the flock as you approach 

one of these groups. It is worth stopping to have a good look at what’s there—usually it will include our 

regulars, Brown and Striated Thornbill, Golden Whistler, the fairy-wrens and White-browed Scrubwren, but 

there will also be some surprises, Rufous Fantail, adult or immature, Leaden or Satin Flycatcher, Cicadabird, 

and Rose, Flame or Scarlet Robin.  Julie Morgan 

 

 

 

 

I recently voluntarily stumbled into fun helping with, along with many other dedicated lovers of shore birds, 

the seasonal task of monitoring the largest Little Tern breeding colony in NSW at Tuross Head. We were 

coordinated by the always enthusiastic National Parks and 

Wildlife officer, Amy Harris. I had so many wonderful 

moments squeezed into Tuesday mornings, including an 

often damp, exciting and picturesque boat ride. I loved 

watching Little and Fairy Terns dive-bomb small fish in 

very shallow water and looking out for other shore birds 

including a Pied Oystercatcher pair and their chick. The 

group’s main task was to stake out the breeding area with a 

rope line so that beach-goers were less likely to disturb or 

tread on the tiny eggs and chicks as they are very well-

camouflaged and easy to overlook. We also divided the 

area into sections and, in groups of three or four, walked 

very carefully through the colony, marking the nest sites 

with numbered stakes and taking notes of the number of 

‘Tern’ About 

What to look out for this Autumn... 

Fairy Tern fledglings         Photo: A. Christiansen 

 



eggs laid, chicks and runners. (Amazingly, Little Tern chicks are up and about only a couple of days after 

hatching). This process had a time-limit of 30 minutes as any longer put the eggs and chicks at risk of 

exposure. I became really aware of the resilient nature of these stunning birds. The gap between egg and 

fledgling is around 44 days and unfortunately, twice during monitoring, the entire colony was inundated with 

sea water due to king tides. Nevertheless, the breeding birds often went on to attempt to raise another clutch. 

In an effort to help, we often filled sand bags and built high-rise platforms, carefully transferring the eggs 

and then watching until the parent birds settled onto the newly elevated sites. However, it often failed to keep 

the eggs from being swamped. 

The final figures for the 2013–14 breeding season were 300 eggs laid, 103 hatched, and now 36 newly-

fledged terns off exploring the wetlands of Indonesia and Asia—including four Fairy Tern fledglings that 

shared the same breeding ground as the Little Tern. I highly recommend getting involved next year if you 

enjoy being part of a worthwhile project and the idea of getting up close to these sensational shore birds.  
Ann Christiansen 

 

Editor’s Addendum 

At this site in 2011–12, there were 132 fledglings, but in 2012–13 disappointingly, only two fledglings were 

recorded. In early November 2012, 45 Little Tern were observed at the spit displaying courtship behaviour, 

but by late November, all had moved south to Mogareeka. The Mogareeka colony grew to over 100 pairs 

with 124 nests and 23 chicks had hatched when, once again, for unknown reasons the site was abandoned on 

Christmas Eve and no fledglings were recorded. Some of these birds moved north back to Tuross where in 

mid December scrapes and nests were discovered. The end result was a total of 18 nests, 28 eggs and only 

two fledglings. In January 2013, wild weather and big seas wiped out the last remaining nest on the site. We 

were hopeful for a better season in 2013–14. Courtesy article by Amy Harris in Summer 2013 newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

The BirdLife Australia Shorebirds 2020 Summer Surveys were conducted in February and an incredible 12 

sites were surveyed which is the largest effort ever for these surveys locally. There were a number of 

interesting finds and outcomes from the survey including: 

 Collectively we sighted 2881 individual birds and 73 species overall but we went a bit broader than 

shorebirds and included wrens, eagles, falcons, parrots and magpies to mix it up a bit but what a 

great effort! 

 Silver Gull was not the most numerous 

species (they came second), Crested Tern 

took out the title with 455 individuals 

sighted, with Black Swan and Bar-tailed 

Godwit coming third and fourth 

respectively. 

 A large number of Pied Oystercatcher, 83 in 

total, but only one juvenile was sighted. 

This is interesting given the recent 

monitoring of nest sites within the region 

which saw many chicks reaching fledging 

age but in February, were largely absent 

from key breeding sites such as Tuross and 

Wallaga Lakes and Wagonga Inlet. This 

begs the question: Where do our fledglings 

move off to? Hopefully our future 

oystercatcher banding study will provide the answer. 

 Red-capped Plover were found in large numbers at both Tuross and Corunna Lakes. 

 Some Eastern Curlew were starting to colour-up into breeding plumage. 

 The surprise visit was a group of 15 Sooty Tern on Parkers Beach, Meringo—you never know what 

will ‘tern’ up during these surveys. 

 Six Latham’s Snipe were observed at Bermagui Lagoon. 

 

 

BirdLife Australia Shorebirds 2020 Summer Survey 

BirdLife Australia survey volunteers       Photo: J. Morgan 



The information collected during the surveys is being incorporated into the Birdlife Shorebird 2020 program 

database which is a national database of sightings that assists with research and management of all shorebird 

species. Thanks to all members of ENHS who were involved. The Winter Survey (hopefully with even more 

sites surveyed) will be held later in the year and if you are interested in volunteering, please email me at 

amy.harris@environment.nsw.gov.au  Amy Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual failure rate of nests on the study site at Maulbrooks Road is about 60% (Guppy et al. 2012). Most 

failures are characterized by the disappearance of eggs or chicks, but the predators responsible are elusive. 

Despite intensive monitoring—two people spend an average of two to three hours per day on the site during 

the six month breeding season—only one act of nest predation was witnessed up until the end of the 2011–12 

season. This was an Olive-backed Oriole taking young from the nest of a Grey Fantail. To obfuscate the 

issue further, most nests appeared to be extremely delicate, yet were undamaged during the removal of eggs 

or chicks, providing neither confirmation that predation had occurred nor any indication of the type of 

predator responsible. 

 

Because nest predation is a common source of nest 

failure, we decided that the identity of the predators 

needed to be investigated. To this end, in the 2012–

13 breeding season, we used 10 infra-red movement 

cameras to monitor various nests. This strategy was 

very successful, enabling us to identify seven or 

eight species of predator (depending on whether 

both species of Accipiter are involved) including 

two bird species for which we recorded hitherto 

unknown behaviour (see the table at the end of this 

article). We also solved the undamaged nest 

conundrum; the nests are much more robust 

(mainly due to elasticity) than we thought, and the 

predators can be surprisingly precise and surgical 

when they are raiding a nest (Guppy et al in press). 

 

The data from the cameras enlightened us in many ways, and at the end of the season we were much more 

informed about the details of nest predation on our site. There were a few unanswered questions in the back 

of our minds, but we thought we had a fairly comprehensive understanding of the issue. There were still 

numerous, more detailed aspects of nest predation that required elucidating, so we decided to repeat the 

camera strategy for the 2013–14 season, with 11 cameras this time. Well, from looking at the data, you 

would think we were studying another site. These two sets of data raise many questions and issues that are 

beyond the scope of this article, but we have summarized in the table below some of the similarities and 

differences between the two seasons. 

 

Similarities 

1. Surprisingly, there is really only one similarity between the two sets of data, i.e., the Eastern Whipbird, 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Accipiter sp, Laughing Kookaburra, Sugar Glider and rat sp/Antechinus sp are common 

predators over the two seasons. The similarity ends there—in no case did any of these predators raid the nest 

of the same species in both seasons. 

 

Differences 

1. The Eastern Whipbird was a minor predator in 2013–14 compared to its major role in 2012–13. It only 

depredated one nest, and the species involved was not one that was depredated by a whipbird in 2012–13. 

2. The Fan-tailed Cuckoo did not depredate any Brown Thornbill nests in 2013–14, despite there being 13 

nests available, compared with only six in 2012–13 (when half of the nests were raided by a Fan-tailed 

Cuckoo). It did not depredate any Superb Fairy-wren nests in 2012–13, when 13 were available, but did take 

the young out of one nest in 2013–14. 

3. The Lace Monitor was a major predator in 2013–14, accounting for five nests from four species. No nests 

were taken by a Lace Monitor in 2012–13, which we found surprising. 

Nest Predators at Maulbrooks Road: The Saga Continues 

Sugar Glider  Photo: M. Guppy 



4. The Pied Currawong was also surprisingly absent as a predator in 2012–13. This, despite there being a 

nest close by (but not on the site) and fledglings being fed on the site. The situation was similar for the  

2013–14 season and the currawong accounted for two of the nest predations involving two different species. 

 

The data so far are encouraging, as we appear to be recording a wide range of predators, with only two of the 

12 identified being feral species (assuming both Accipiters are involved and that at least one of the rats is 

Rattus rattus). But the data from the first season were obviously just the tip of the iceberg. We now have no 

choice—we are committed to at least another camera season.  

 

It will be interesting to see what new predators, and new questions come to light. The data from the two 

seasons raise a few interesting questions. These are discussed on the website (see the Articles page of 

www.enhs.org.au) where you will also find the reference cited above, and some of the pictures that were 

captured by the cameras. Michael and Sarah Guppy  

 

Table: Nest Predators at Maulbrooks Road 

 

Table: Nest Predators at Maulbrooks Road 

Predator Species Depredated 2012–13 Species Depredated 2013–14 

Eastern Whipbird New Holland Honeyeater  (2) White-browed Scrubwren  (1) 

 Yellow-faced Honeyeater  (2)  

 Superb Fairy-wren  (1)  

   

Fan-tailed Cuckoo Brown Thornbill  (3) Superb Fairy-wren  (1) 

 Variegated Fairy-wren  (1)  

   

Accipiter sp Brown Thornbill  (1) Superb Fairy-wren  (1) 

 Eastern Yellow Robin  (1)  

 Yellow-faced Honeyeater  (1)  

   

Laughing Kookaburra Yellow-faced Honeyeater  (1) Superb Fairy-wren  (1) 

 Silvereye  (1)  

   

Sugar Glider Eastern Yellow Robin  (1) Brown Thornbill  (1) 

   

Antechinus sp Brown Thornbill  (1) Superb Fairy-wren  (1) 

  Eastern Yellow Robin  (1) 

   

Rat sp Variegated Fairy-wren  (1)  

   

Rat/Antechinus sp  White-cheeked Honeyeater  (2) 

   

Lace Monitor  Superb Fairy-wren  (2) 

  Brown Thornbill  (1) 

  Golden Whistler  (1) 

  Eastern Yellow Robin  (1) 

   

Pied Currawong  Common Bronzewing  (1) 

  Superb Fairy-wren  (1) 

   

Olive-backed Oriole  Yellow-faced Honeyeater  (1) 

   

Fox  Superb Fairy-wren  (1) 

   

 

 
(Guppy, M., Guppy, S., Pridell, D. and Fullagar, P. Nest predators of a woodland bird community in south-east 

Australia. Australian Zoolologist in press). 
 

 

 



 

ENHS members have many stories to tell about their 

observations of nature. ‗My Patch‘ is a forum where these 

stories can be shared with others and will be published 

both in the newsletter and on the website. Photos are 

welcome. Please send your contributions to 

mypatch@enhs.org.au 

 

Thanks to John Gordon who suggested the name and 

Trevor King who designed the logo. Julie Morgan 

 

 

 

 

Response to ‘Carnivorous Swamp Hen’ 

In response to Lynne Anlezark’s article in the spring newsletter titled ‘Carnivorous Swamp Hen’, I 

discovered that HANZAB Vol. 2, Page 581, lists examples of both duck eggs and ducklings being eaten by 

swampies. Considering that the Australian Pelican, Great Egret, White Ibis, Pacific Heron, Black-necked 

Stork and various raptors, eels, water rats and goannas are known to prey on ducklings, the wonder is that so 

many reach maturity. 

I have wondered about the role coots and moorhens play in the ecology of a wetland. I can find no reference 

to them killing tiny ducklings, but both have been accused of infanticide, drowning the weakest chick in their 

brood, perhaps because it was lagging behind its siblings and thus attracting a predator. Or perhaps food was 

short and the mother didn’t want to waste time or food feeding a baby unlikely to survive. I have never seen 

evidence of this, but have spoken to birdwatchers who claim to have witnessed it happening. It is common to 

see two broods of young water birds come close together, then to see a more dominant parent vigorously 

drive the other brood away. Conversely, it is also known for a dominant female to abduct young of another 

brood to add to her own. At various wetlands throughout Vic and NSW I have seen swampies and moorhens 

begin to trail a flotilla of ducklings and one of the adult ducks, usually the mother, attack and drive off the 

would-be predator, while the other parent led the young to safety. Thank you Lynne for your excellent 

report. Like you I hope others will share their observations. George Bedggood 

 

An update on the catbirds at ‘Pipparidge’ 

We have had a pair of catbirds visiting regularly at our 

bird baths. I have photos for the fifteenth and 

seventeenth of January, but I'm sure they come each 

morning, though not at the same time. They take a long 

time over their bath, popping in and out of the water 

over a period of 10 minutes or so. 

We are also blessed with a pair (or more) of lyrebirds 

scratching around each morning and calling for an hour 

or more, including around the same bird baths as the 

catbirds, outside our bedroom 2 to 3 metres away. The 

re-arrangement of the garden beds and rockery by the 

lyrebirds is breathtaking. It makes the choughs in 

Canberra seem positively dainty by comparison. They 

can shift vast quantities of mulch, and quite large rocks are no challenge at all. In amongst all this are quite a 

few plant casualties. Of course it is a lovely challenge to try and outwit them–so far the lyrebirds are clearly 

winning. One morning we had five lyrebirds, two at the top of ‘Pipparidge’ and three 10 metres away down 

below the house. 

The whole scenario is a result of our dear old Border Collie ‘Jordie’ passing on a month or so ago. The black 

swamp wallabies are also having a wonderful time (for them), each night mowing down new growth on our 

plants. They are a much more formidable challenge than the lyrebirds. John Gordon 

 

 

Green Catbird                      Photo: J. Gordon 



The flight of the young Nankeen Kestrel 

On 15 December 2013 I had a very good encounter with a young Nankeen Kestrel who was learning to fly. 

I saw the bird resting on the ground outside the adjacent running rail of the showground oval. He obviously 

spotted me on my scooter–I had stopped–so he flapped up onto the rail, but could fly no further. He kept up 

this pattern of perching on the rail, then down to the grass, trying to achieve full flight to get away. After 

some minutes of this, the kestrel rested on the rail gathering his strength, then with a huge effort, made it to 

the lower climbing peg of one of the lighting towers. 

There was no sign of any parent birds, but no doubt one or the other would have been keeping a close watch 

nearby. So I tootled off to town, feeling very satisfied and privileged to have seen what was probably the first 

full flight of a young Nankeen Kestrel. John Liney 

Editor’s Addendum 
John had an article you may want to read again, in last summer‘s edition of the newsletter titled ‗A ―dog 

fight‖ in the skies‘ in which he relates his observation of a ―dog fight‖ in the skies between one of four 

Nankeen Kestrel and two Magpie-lark—the kestrel giving up his trip to town, returning to his pals perched 

on the climbing pegs of the light tower at the showground oval. 

 

The Amazing Spider Wasp 

During most summers, I have seen several large black and orange wasps of somewhat fearsome appearance, 

flying about the side gate of our Moruya home. These wasps, although they look alarming, did not seem to 

be aggressive, so I let them be. On a recent evening, idly glancing out the window while having our dinner, I 

saw a strange apparition climbing up the outside wire screen. This turned out to be one of the black and 

orange wasps, dragging backwards an enormous huntsman spider, a spider that seemed to be very dead. By 

the time I had grabbed my camera, the wasp (and spider) had fallen off the window, and was heading (or 

backing) across the grass to the concrete path leading to the side gate. Once it reached the concrete, it moved 

fairly quickly, but I was able to get a couple of quick shots. The wasp turned out to be Cryptocheilus bicolor, 

or Spider Wasp, belonging to the Insecta family Pompilidae. The Australian Museum says that it is mostly 

the female wasps that carry their prey to a burrow (or nest chamber) that has been excavated in the soil. 

 

At the time the wasp is ready to lay eggs, it actively 

hunts for a large spider. When a suitable spider is 

found (it may be as large as a huntsman or funnel-web 

and twice as heavy as itself) the wasp stings and 

paralyses it, then drags it back to the burrow. The 

strength required to do this is rather akin to a man 

walking backwards and dragging an elephant across 

the ground. Sometimes if the spider’s legs are very 

long and hairy, she will bite off the ends to make it 

easier to drag. She then lays an egg on the spider’s 

body, before sealing the egg and food source in a 

chamber or cell at the end of the burrow. In due course, 

the larva hatches and feeds on the body of the spider 

before pupating in a thin silky cocoon in the chamber. 

       

 

The Spider Wasp on the window, although heading more or less in the right direction, must have become a 

bit disoriented to climb up the house wall below the window, but once it fell on to the lawn, then reached the 

concrete path, it knew exactly where it was going, all the while in reverse gear. Because insects are so much 

smaller than we are, they tend to be overlooked. However, we must remember that they are a vital 

component of our world, in that they are a major contributor to biodiversity on land. They play a central role 

in plant reproduction (the most important of which, to us, are food crops), they aerate the soil, decompose 

dead material and fertilise the soil with their droppings. Their instincts, habits, and life cycles are so very 

strange compared to ours, it is no wonder that many naturalists are completely besotted with them. Jenny 

Liney 
 

 

 

 

Spider Wasp with prey                  Photo: Jenny Liney 



Highlights from ENHS records - Summer 2014 

Avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 

Stubble Quail Up to 20 Com JC  

Brown Quail 10 OMBS TH  

Musk Duck Up to 5 PS JM Female with a small chick in Dec; 

second female with 2 young in Feb. 

Black Swan More than 

300 

Brou L MA/JC/G

M/CM/MT 

 

Australian Shelduck 1, 5 Pebbly Beach, 

MKS 

M Johnson 

/SMG 

 

Pink-eared Duck 2 Trunketabella DB/AH/JM The species has been observed at this 

wetland since April 2013. 

Aust Shoveler 2 Trunketabella DB/AH/JM  

Hardhead 72 BI Lagoon 2020 BSS  

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 12 NA JMG  

Emerald Dove 1 MB MA  

Brush Bronzewing 1 Bodalla, Kianga MA, FM Single bird on Kianga Forest Rd after 

the field meeting at Box Cutting.  

Photo on the website. 

Bar-shouldered Dove 2 Cullendulla, BP DB/JW Well established at these locations. 

Tawny Frogmouth 3 TS JH One young bird in Jan. 

White-throated Nightjar Calls PS JM Departed by 22 Feb. 

Aust Owlet-nightjar 1 Com JC  

White-throated 

Needletail 

More than 

250 

Com JC Feeding over the river flats at Com, 

Riverview, Mortfield and West Flat. 

Gould’s Petrel 2 pair Montagu Is AH Two pair breeding with young 

confirmed.  

Albatross sp 1 MHS JM Beachcast – most likely Shy but 

difficult to identify from remains. 

Shearwater sp. 100s Off MHS JM Throughout the summer 

Flesh-footed 

Shearwater 

12 Off NA AH 2kms off shore 

Cape Petrel 1 Off NA AH 2kms off shore 

Pied Cormorant 9 TS NJ/JM/WN  

Australian Pelican 35 Bergalia DHK overflying 

White-necked Heron Up to 10 Bergalia MA In Dec. 

Eastern Great Egret 15 Trunketabella AH/NJ/JM Gathered on the creek 

Striated Heron 1 MHN, TS D Rosalky/ 

NJ/JM/WN 

In Dec and Feb respectively 

White-faced Heron 35 Nangudga L 2020 BSS  

Little Egret 45 Nangudga L 2020 BSS  

Eastern Reef Heron 1 Grey Rocks, 

MB 

DHK/MA  

Nankeen Night Heron Up to 6 Com JC  

Royal Spoonbill 39 WL 2020 BSS 30 in their usual spot in 

Trunketabella. 

Eastern Osprey 1 WL 2020 BSS/ 

JMG 

A number of sightings in February. 

Square-tailed Kite 1 MKS, MB SMG/MA/

AC 

 

Brown Goshawk 1-2 PS, TS, Com JM/JH/JC Juvenile at PS, dy at Com 

Grey Goshawk Pair MB MA One white and one grey morph 

Spotted Harrier 1 Com, 

Eurobodalla Rd 

JC/WN Juvenile at Eurobodalla Rd in 

February.  

Swamp Harrier 4 MO NM Also an immature at PS 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 5 Lilli Pilli PHH  

Nankeen Kestrel 3 MYA JL Including a juvenile. 

Peregrine Falcon 1 BP JW  



Buff-banded Rail 6, 5, 3 MO, TS, 

Eurobodalla Rd 

NM/JH/ 

WN 

Adult pair and 4 juveniles at MO, 

adults with 3 young at TS, 1 chick at 

Eurob. Rd 

Baillon’s Crake 1 PS JM Single bird feeding among reeds 

Spotless Crake More than 4 PS JM Seen and heard calling among the 

reeds  

Beach-stone Curlew 1 TS JH/WN/ 

PJP 

Third record of the species for the 

Eurobodalla. 

Aust Pied Oystercatcher Up to 24 TS JM/WN Including 3 juveniles in Feb. 

Sooty Oystercatcher Up to 20 MB MA Including immatures 

Black-winged Stilt 2 Com, 

Nangudga, MB 

JC/MA  

Pacific Golden Plover 4 TS NJ/JM/WN On a sand island in the estuary 

Grey Plover 1 TS PJP In Dec. 

Red-capped Plover 46 TS NJ/JM/WN  

Lesser Sand Plover 1 TS JM Dec. 

Greater Sand Plover 2 TS JM Among the stints and plovers 

Red-kneed Dotterell 2 MYA WN/JM/NJ On a farm dam along Larrys Mtn Rd. 

Hooded Plover Up to 6 WL 2020 BSS Nest with one chick and 2 eggs found 

in January; 3 fledglings banded in 

February. 

Latham’s Snipe 6, 5, 2, 1 BI Lagoon/PS/ 

Eurobodalla 

Rd/Waterhole, 

River Rd 

2020 BSS/ 

JM/WN/ 

MA 

Good views of 6 feeding on the 

muddy edges of BI Lagoon; 2 at the 

Cheese Factory Bridge, Eurobodalla 

Rd, same location as in 2013. 

Bar-tailed Godwit 218 NA 2020 BSS  

Whimbrel 2 TS NJ/JM/WN  

Eastern Curlew 20 TS JM/WN  

Terek Sandpiper 1 TS WN/  

J Cornish 

With Bar-tailed Godwit. Photo on 

website. 

Common Greenshank 2, 1 Corunna L, TS AH/NJ/JM/ 

WN 

 

Ruddy Turnstone Up to 3 TS NC/WN/ 

PJP/JM 

In Dec. 

Sanderling 15 TS PJP/WN Dec/Jan. 

Red-necked Stint 62 TS NJ/JM/WN  

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 15 Tilba 2020 BSS  

Curlew Sandpiper 1 MB MA  

Arctic Jaeger 2 Off NA AH 1km off Narooma. One chased and 

seized food from a Silver Gull, 

joined by a second bird. Exciting to 

watch. 

Little Tern More than 

200 

TS AC/AH/NJ/

JM/WN/ 

ORN/PJP 

Over 300 eggs laid, 103 hatched, 32 

fledged 

Fairy Tern At least 24 TS AC/AH/NJ/

JM/WN/ 

ORN/PJP 

12 nests, 25 eggs laid, 7 hatched, 4 

fledged 

Caspian Tern Up to 10 South DS J Coffey  

Sooty Tern 16 MO 2020 BSS  (1 dead) Observed by C Whitelaw on 

Parkers Beach, MO in Feb.  

Glossy Black Cockatoo 7 MYA DB In Feb. 

Yellow-tailed Black 

Cockatoo 

Up to 36 BP JW 
 

Gang-Gang Cockatoo 4 Long Beach, 

NA 

NJ/ 

JMG 

2 adults with 2 dy, male and female, 

at Long Beach. Adult male fed male 

young and adult female fed female 

young. 
 

Little Corella Up to 65 MYA JL 
 



Musk Lorikeet Up to 40  PS JM Many dy 

Little Lorikeet 6 BP JW 1dy 

Crimson/Eastern 

Rosella hybrid 

1 MB AC A bird that has the features of both 

species.  Photo on the website. 

Eastern Koel 3 BP JW 1dy raised by Red Wattlebird. Jill 

witnessed a male koel attacking the 

wattlebird while the female koel 

shepherded the young away. 

Channel-billed Cuckoo 3 MB MA 2 dy, one fed by a Red Wattlebird, 

the other by a Pied Currawong. 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 3 Com JC Dy fed by Yellow Thornbill 

Pallid Cuckoo Calls Com JC  

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 MB AC Dy fed by a Satin Bowerbird 

Brush Cuckoo Calls Com JC  

Azure Kingfisher 3 MKS, TS SMG/NJ/ 

JM/WN 

 

Sacred Kingfisher 2 TS JM/WN  

Dollarbird Up to 6 Com JC 2dy 

Superb Lyrebird Up to 4 NA JMG Adults and 2 juveniles 

Red-browed 

Treecreeper 

3, 6 Broulee, Monga 

NP 

D Rosalky 

/FM 

Dy being fed at Monga 

Green Catbird Up to 3, call NA, Ringlands JMG/MA Regulars at the bird bath on a 

property on Tebbs Rd. 

Pilotbird 2 calling Monga NP FM  

Large-billed Scrubwren 2 Monga NP FM  

Brown Gerygone 6 Box Cutting FM At least 3 dy being fed  

White-throated 

Gerygone 

Call, 2 MKS, Com SMG/JC  

Buff-rumped Thornbill 10 MO NM  

Red Wattlebird Hundreds BP JW Following the coastline, moving 

north 

White-fronted Chat Up to 14 TS WN/JM  

Brown-headed 

Honeyeater 

6 MKS, Com SMG/JC 2 dy at Com 

Varied Sittella 4 NA JMG  

White-bellied Cuckoo-

shrike 

4 PS JM Pair with 2 juveniles 

Cicadabird 6 PS JM  

White-winged Triller Up to 6 Com JC Gone by mid-Jan. 

Crested Shrike-tit 2 NA JMG  

Australian Figbird 10, 3, 1 MYA, Kianga, 

NA 

JM/BS  

White-breasted 

Woodswallow 

Up to 50 PS JM Circling the swamp and dipping into 

the water for a drink with Dusky 

Woodswallow, Tree Martin, 

Welcome Swallow and White-

throated Needetail. 

Dusky Woodswallow 11 Bergalia DHK In Feb. 

Spangled Drongo 1 PS JM Present for 2 weeks in Feb. 

Rufous Fantail 6 Box Cutting MA/AC  

Leaden Flycatcher Up to 9 PS JM Display in Dec, 2dy in Jan & Feb, 2 

immature females later in Feb. 

Satin Flycatcher 1 Kianga BS Observed in Feb. 

White-winged Chough Up to 18 PS JM 3 groups, one on the nest, a second 

with 2dy, another with 3dy. 

Rose Robin Call MKS SMG Fewer records of this species 

Golden-headed 

Cisticola 

8, 2 Com, Tilba JC/AC 2 dy at Com 

Aust Reed Warbler Up to 10 PS, Com JM/JC Breeding at both locations. 



Little Grassbird 2 PS, Com JM/JC  

Silvereye Flocks MHS, PS JM Migrating north in Feb. 

Tree Martin Up to 40 PS JM  

Common Starling Up to 100 Com JC  

Common Myna Up to 20 MB MA/AC On Sunnyside Rd 

Australian Pipit 9 Eurobodalla Rd WN  

Note: dy dependent young 

 

Non-avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 

Short-beaked Echidna Up to 4 MB AC  

Antechinus sp 2 Monga NP FM Observed scurrying across track 

Wombat Signs Coolagolite DO  

Long-nosed Bandicoot Signs MB AC  

Sugar Glider Up to 3 Long Beach NJ  

Common Ringtail Possum 3 MB AC  

Common Brushtail Possum 6, 3 Pebbly Beach, 

Com 

M Johnson 

/JC 

With young. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Up to 54 Coolagolite DO  

Red-necked Wallaby Up to 40 Blackfellows 

Pt 

JM Including joeys 

Grey-headed Flying Fox 6-7,000 

Tens of 

thousands 

BBWG, 

MHS 

AH/ 

JM 

Count of BB camp in Feb. 

Camp returned to MHS briefly in 

January. 

Snake-necked Turtle Up to 10 Com JC Laying eggs 

Weasel Skink 1 BP, Mossy Pt JW/HR  

Eastern Blue Tongue 5 Coolagolite DO 4 juveniles 

Eastern Water Dragon 1 Long Beach, 

TS 

NJ/JM/WN  

Gippsland Water Dragon 10 Com JC  

Jacky Lizard 1 or 2 Mossy Pt, PS, 

Coolagolite 

HR/JM/DO  

Lace Monitor 1 or 2 BP, PS, Com, 

Coolagolite 

JW/JM/JC/

DO 

A very small monitor climbed the 

brick wall at PS and fed on wasp 

nests. 

Red-bellied Black Snake Up to 3 Com JC  

Eastern Brown Snake 1 Com JC In Feb. 

Bottlenose Dolphin 25, 6, 4 MB, BP, MHS AC/JW/JM  

Rays  MHS, BI JM/DO Eagle Ray, Stingaree 

  

Frogs 

AC/JC/NJ/JL/ 

GM/JM/DO/HR/ 

JW 

Common Eastern Froglet, Eastern Banjo Frog, Brown Striped Frog, Spotted Marsh Frog, 

Haswell’s Froglet, Brown, Dendy’s and Tyler’s Toadlet; tree frogs: Brown, Jervis Bay, 

Keferstein’s, Peron’s, Tyler’s, Verreaux’s 

Moths 

AC/JC/GM/JM/ 

HR/DO 

Plume, Cream Wave, Plantain, Mecynata, Cossid Wood, Banded and Spotted Lichen Moth, 

Variable Halone, Favoured Footman, Lichen-eating Caterpillar, Red-lined Geometrid, 

Magpie, Tiger, Mistletoe, Southern Old Lady, Green-blotched, Black Noctuid, Bogong, 

Brown Cutworm, Variable Cutworm, Geranium, Twisted, Coprosma Hawk 

Butterflies 

JC/JL/JM/JW 

Splendid Ochre, Lilac Grass-skipper, White-brand Grass-skipper, Narrow-brand Grass-dart, 

Greenish Grass-dart, Greenish Darter, Macleay’s and Orchard Swallowtail, Caper and 

Cabbage White, Dusky Knight, Brown Ringlet, Imperial, Black and Spotted Jezebel, Yellow 

Albatross, Varied Sword-grass Brown, Common and Spotted Brown, Marbled Xenica, 

Meadow Argus, Aust Painted Lady, Yellow Admiral, Monarch, Common Grass Blue 

Dragon and  

Damselflies 
JC/JM 

Common and Aurora Bluetail, Red & Blue Damsel, Orange Threadtail, Blue Ringtail, 

Wandering and Black-faced Percher, Blue Skimmer, Tau and Australian Emerald, Swamp 

Flat-tail 

Beetles  Fiddler, Net-winged, Plague Soldier, Repsimus, Christmas, White Christmas, Click, Dung, 



JC/JL/JM/DO Copper Kettle; Ladybirds: Transverse, Variable, Twenty-six Spotted, Twenty-eight Spotted, 

Spotted Amber, Striped, Steelblue, Yellow Shouldered. 

Bugs  
JC/JM/DO 

Bronze Orange, Magnetic Shield, Harlequin, Assassin, Green Vegetable, Horehound; 

Cicadas: Double-spotted, Black Squeaker, Black Prince, Razor Grinder, Red Eye. Water 

Boatman, Water Strider. 

Other insects 

AC/JC/JL/JM/ 

DO/JW 

Bee: Green and Gold Nomia, Blue Banded. Wasps: Blue Flower, Spider, Orange Caterpillar 

Parasite. Fly: Native Drone, Beefly, Sawfly larvae, Giant Robber, House Centipede. Millions 

of lerp falling like snow at MB.  

Spiders 

AC/JC/JL/JM/JW 

Black House, Huntsman, Daddy Long Legs, Little Striped Wolf, Garden Wolf, Spiny, Comb-

footed, Water, Leaf-curling, Jumping, St Andrew’s Cross, Red Back, White-tailed, Crab. 

 

BLOSSOM. Red Ironbark, Grey Ironbark, Apple-topped Box, Rough-barked Apple, Hickory and Black 

Wattle, Everlasting, Grey Myrtle, Tall Baeckea, River Lomatia, Fairy and Purple Fan-flower, Sweet 

Pittosporum, Victorian Christmas Bush, Grass Tree, Hazel Pomaderris, Trailing Guinea Flower, Sweet 

Bursaria, Kunzea, Blue Flax-Lily, Hyacinth Orchid (Dipodium roseum and D. variegatum). (Please note that 

the common names used here are those adopted by PlantNET. 

RAINFALL. December: 54mm at BP, 57mm at MKS, 54.5mm at MYA, 61mm at PS, 52.8mm at TS, 

72mm at Com, 75.5mm at MB, 71mm at Coolagolite. January: 48.5mm at Long Beach, 25.5mm at BP, 

17mm at MKS, 10.5mm at MYA, 20mm at PS, 6.5mm at Com, 14mm at MB, 17.5mm at Coolagolite. 

February: 32mm at Long Beach, 23mm at BP, 24mm at MKS, 20mm at MYA, 20mm at PS, 24mm at Com, 

27.5mm at MB, 31.25mm at Coolagolite. 

 
Contributors           Abbreviations 

MA M Anderson, MB GM G Macnamara, TS BB Batemans Bay 

DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside NM N Montgomery, MO BBWG Batemans Bay Water Gardens 

AC A Christiansen, MB JM J Morgan, PS BI Bermagui 

NC N Clark, Surf Beach CM C Morrison, TS BP Burrewarra Point 

JC  J&P Collett, Com WN W Nelson, TS Com Comerang 

JMG J&M Gordon, NA DO D Ondinea, Coolagolite CO Congo 

IAG I&A Grant, Lilli Pilli PJP P Parker, TS DS Durras 

SMG S&M Guppy, MKS HR H Ransom, Mossy Pt ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 

AH A Harris, MYA BS B Scales, Kianga MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 

PHH P&H Haughton, Lilli Pilli JW J Whiter, BP MO Meringo 

JH J&J Houghton, TS FM Field Meeting MYA Moruya 

TH T Hunt, OMBS  M Trees, NA MH Moruya Heads, N&S 

NJ N Jones, Long Beach  J Coffey, Narwee MB Mystery Bay 

DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia  M Johnson, ACT NA Narooma 

PL P Latimer, MYA  D Rosalky, ACT NP National Park 

JL J&J Liney, MYA  J Cornish, TS PS Pedro Swamp 

  2020  BirdLife 2020 Shorebird Surveys PDD Percy Davis Drive, Broulee 

  BSS ENHS members participating PP Potato Point 

   DB/AC/NC/AH/NJ/PL/JM/WN/DO/PJP SB Surf Beach 

    SF State Forest 

    TS Tuross 
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