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The Noisy Pitta (Pitta versicolor)-Swainson 1825 

The pittas consist of 33 bird species belonging to the family Pittidae. Along with 14 other species the Noisy 

Pitta belongs to the genus Pitta, a word of Indian origin used to describe small birds. Some authorities lump 

this species with Rainbow and Elegant Pitta (P. iris and P. elegans respectively), however, most consider the 

three to be distinct species which together form a super species. Two subspecies are recognized within the 

Noisy Pitta. P. v. versicolor occurs from Cairns southwards to about the Hunter Valley and its movements 

are believed to be limited to within Australia. P. v. similimma occurs north from Cairns to the Torres Straight 

Islands and migrates to Papua New Guinea during the austral 

winter.  

 

Identification, measurements and confusion species 

The Noisy Pitta is unmistakable within Australia owing to 

being the only pitta throughout most of its range and it’s 

unique in Australia plumage patterns. At 17-20 cm the 

species is a chunky rounded bird with long pale legs. The 

beak is robust and black in colour as are the eyes and throat 

and cheeks. The crown is chestnut with a black centre while 

the sides of the neck, chest and breast are buff. The belly is 

black and this merges into bright red on the vent. The wings 

are glossy moss green with bright blue shoulder patches. In 

flight a black band can be seen across the flight feathers and 

there are two white spots on the outer primaries. The rump is 

sky blue and the short tail dark blue and black. Juveniles are 

similar to adults, but are duller and lack the black throat, 

colours on the vent and blue shoulder patches. 

 

Behaviour, breeding and diet 

An alternative name for pittas is Jewel Thrush and this name 

is due to their similar behavior to true thrushes. Like most 

pitta, Noisy Pitta spend most of their time on the forest floor 

where they feed on a variety of fruit and invertebrates, 

including snails which they smash open on an anvil–a hard 

surface such as stone. Outside the breeding season, they are 

shy and solitary creatures and are remarkably hard to spot despite their bright plumage. During the breeding 

season from July to February, pairs will establish territories which they defend with double noted throaty 

whistles described as ‘walk-to-work’ and ‘keow’ screeches. Domed, moss-covered nests are built on the 

ground between the roots of large trees or against a small cliff, logs or rocks. The clutch of four eggs is 

incubated for 16 days with the chicks fledging after a similar period. 

 

In the Eurobodalla and conservation 

The species’ populations appear to be stable and its range is not contracting and as such, is not currently 

listed as threatened by conservation authorities. In the Eurobodalla the species is considered a vagrant with 

only two records from around Wallaga Lake and Akolele. Both these records have involved juvenile birds 

and, considering that these sightings overlap with those of other tropical species such as Green Catbird 

Noisy Pitta       Photo: A. Christiansen 
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(Ailuroedus crassirostris) and Yellow-throated Scrubwren (Sericornis citreogularis), it is possible that a tiny 

population exists in the area. Dimitris Bertzeletos 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday February 7, 2pm Bingie/Coila Lake–Meet at the Bingie turnoff, intersection of Princes Highway 

and Bingie Road. Coastal forest and lakeside walk. Rufous Fantail, Scarlet Honeyeater, Cicadabird, Brown 

Gerygone, Crested Shrike-tit and a variety of water birds on the lake. 

Sunday February 22, 9am Tilba/Gulaga–Meet at the ABC Cheese Factory, 37 Bate Street, Central Tilba. 

We will be visiting private property approximately 7km west of Central Tilba. Woodland and rainforest 

gully. Superb Lyrebird, Sacred Kingfisher, honeyeaters and evidence of Yellow-bellied Glider. 

Saturday March 14, 2pm Brou Lake–Meet at the corner of the Princes Highway and Brou Tip Road. The 

lake hosts a number of water and wader species. Black Swan, Grey and Chestnut Teal and the surrounding 

Spotted Gum forest has many honeyeater species. 

Sunday March 29, 9am Maloneys Beach–Meet at the picnic shelter at the eastern end of the beach off 

Hibiscus Close, which runs off Maloneys Drive. Coastal forest and beach walk. White-bellied Sea-Eagle, 

Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher, Brown Cuckoo-Dove, New Holland Honeyeater. 

Saturday April 11, 2pm Jemison’s Point–Meet next to the Rural Fire Shed on Potato Point Road. A walk 

through Spotted Gum and Bangalay sand forest. Eastern Osprey, Emu, Wonga Pigeon, Glossy Black-

Cockatoo and various duck and water species on the lake. 

Sunday April 26, 9am Deua National Park–Meet at the corner of Womban Road and Donalds Creek Road, 

approximately 5kms west of Moruya. Large-billed Scrubwren, Superb Lyrebird, Pilotbird, White-cheeked 

and Crescent Honeyeater, Red-browed Treecreeper, Common Wombat. 

 

 

 

 

It would be great to see some new contributors to the newsletter. 

 

If you: 

 Have discovered a new birding spot in our local area 

 Would like to let others know about the birding happenings in your garden or suburb 

 Have learnt something interesting about wildlife that you would like to share 

 Have taken an interesting photo that would add to the quality of the newsletter 

 Would like to let others know of any interesting studies you have set up 

 Have been on a holiday where you saw some interesting birds 

 

Or if you feel that you can contribute in any way to the newsletter, then you are strongly encouraged to 

forward your thoughts to the editorial team (editor@enhs.org.au). It would be helpful if articles were 

submitted in Times New Roman, font size 11. 

 

 

Our website is an important source of sharing information. Don’t forget to refer to the website regularly 

www.enhs.org.au where you will find up-to-date information on activities, members’ sightings and other 

issues relating to the Society. You may also add a post to the Members’ Sightings page. To do this you need 

username and password, so contact Julie at secretary@enhs.org.au   

 

A warm welcome to new members…… 
 

Annette and Gary Beff, Narooma 

Robyne Stacey and Allan Rees, Moruya 

What’s Coming Up… 

Your Newsletter… 

hat to expect for 

summer 

Articles for the Summer edition of the newsletter would be appreciated by mid February. 

Please email to editor@enhs.org.au 

http://www.enhs.org.au/


2015 Memberships Are Now Due 

 

A membership renewal form has been included with this newsletter. A 

reminder that at the AGM it was agreed that membership fees should be 

increased. This is the first increase of fees since the society was 

established. Single membership is now $20, family $30 and for under 

18s $5. 

 

Nature in Eurobodalla Number 28 (2013) 
 

The 28
th
 edition of Nature in Eurobodalla, which is a summary of 

members’ observations by species for 2013, is also available for 

purchase. It is priced at $13 if picked up or $15 if posted. 
 

 
 

 

 

Many of our migratory bird species returned in spring, including the breeding populations of Noisy Friarbird, 

Red Wattlebird and Yellow-faced Honeyeater. Waders returned from the northern hemisphere and Brou 

Lake seemed to be a good place for them in early October. A mixed group of waders including Red Knot, 

Pacific Golden Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Red-necked Stint fed on the shoreline, 

with a number of the species still showing signs of breeding plumage.  

 

Dimitris Bertzeletos had reported thousands of water birds at Tarouga Lake so at our last field meeting of the 

year, we visited the lake after walking up to Tuross Estuary to view shorebirds. On that day we counted 4000 

Eurasian Coot, 2500 Grey and Chestnut Teal, 1500 Black Swan, 500 Pacific Black Duck, 100 Hardhead and 

100 grebes. Our field meeting continued with a visit to Julie and Peter Collett’s to see some of the more rare 

duck species; 125 Pink-eared Duck, the largest number ever recorded in the Eurobodalla, 5 Freckled Duck 

and 2 Australian Shelduck. The total count for the field meeting – more than 8,500 birds!!!  There have also 

been reports of Pink-eared Duck at Tarouga, Trunketabella and Coila Lake so it seems to be a good year to 

see this species in the Eurobodalla.  

 

 

The BirdLife Australia Biennial Hooded Plover surveys have shown that the Eurobodalla is not a Hooded 

Plover-free zone. There were a number of sightings of a particular Hooded Plover, a flagged bird, Y8. A 

Tuross resident saw the bird at the entrance to Coila Lake on Thursday November 13, Pattie Parker observed 

it at the entrance to Tuross Lake on Friday November 14 and Helen Ransom and I spotted it on Bengello 

Beach (south of Broulee) on Sunday November 16. Because it is a flagged bird, we know quite a bit about 

Y8. It is a male bird, one of a group of three young raised by the Wallaga Lake pair earlier in the year. It 

moved from there to Racecourse Beach in Ulladulla, then to Burrill Lake and now it’s back in our area. 

NPWS Shorebird recovery coordinator, Amy Harris, believes it is trying to set up a territory and find a mate. 

 

A number of ENHS members participated in the Mimosa Rocks BioBlitz in November. Helen Ransom has 

written a report which has been posted on the ‘Activities’ page of the website. 

 

I was sponsored by the South East Local Land Services to attend the 2014 NSW Coastal Conference in 

Ulladulla. Scientists, historians, academics, consultants, local council and community groups gathered to 

exchange information and perspectives on our coastline. Unsurprisingly, the rising sea level was a major 

topic and we were entertained by a couple of overseas presenters who presented the many techniques (some 

Looking Back Over Spring 2014 

Pink-eared Duck taking to the air at Central Swamp                                                    Photo: D. Bertzeletos 



which had worked and others that hadn’t) that their countries had employed to deal with coastal erosion. 

Their message to us was not to destroy what we have! NPWS’s Dr Peter Scanes presented on atypical 

estuaries that are chemically and biologically different and therefore sensitive to disturbance. Two such lakes 

in the Eurobodalla are Tilba Tilba and Kianga Lake. Management of these water bodies has greater 

challenges as the current frameworks are not sufficient to deal with them. For a full program and papers see 

http://www.coastalconference.com  Julie Morgan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The male Grey Shrike-thrush started calling early in August. He is colour-banded and has been a resident for 

at least three years. Each morning he started at about 5.45 and sang continually for 15 to 30 minutes. Each 

song is about two seconds long and he gets through about ten songs per minute. 

 

Sarah and I would wake up to this rendition, as initially he and his mate were roosting in the eaves of our 

carport, and he would sing while still in the carport. The iron roof amplified the sound and at the same time, 

shut out most of the rest of the dawn chorus. After about three mornings, we began to appreciate that he had 

a set number of songs and that perhaps he was going through them in some sort of order. This was 

reminiscent of the North American Brown Thrasher that we had read about in Donald Kroodsma’s book, 

‘The Singing Life of Birds’. The thrasher gets through about 1000 different songs in a session. Most are 

remembered and sung in order, while others are made up on the spot. 

 

So from then on we recorded him 

each morning, even though after 

about two more mornings they 

moved from the carport down into 

the state forest across the road. We 

did this for about ten mornings before 

setting about trying to analyse the 

recordings. 

 

We recorded with a shotgun 

microphone attached to a digital 

recorder. The recording was then 

transferred to the computer and 

opened in a program called Amadeus 

Pro. The opened file would then look like Figure 1. The Y-axis is volume (up and down are identical) and 

the X-axis is time in seconds. This figure only shows about one and a half minutes of recording, but shows 

what a recording looks like. We would then go through this recording in real time, and each time we came 

across a thrush song, we would take that bit of the recording and convert it (again using Amadeus Pro) into a 

sonogram (Figure 2).  

 

In the sonogram, the X-axis is 

seconds and the Y-axis is 

frequency in kilohertz (kHz). The 

darkness of the signal is 

proportional to volume. This 

particular song starts at about half a 

second at about 1.8 kHz, with three 

notes at this frequency, the last one 

at about one and a half seconds. 

Then there are three more 

complicated and separate elements 

of the song, which finishes at about 

three seconds. The repetitive bits 

after the thrush song are a 

treecreeper.  

 

The ‘Harmonica’ in Our Backyard 

 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

http://www.coastalconference.com/


So this song, as an example, would be categorized as a six syllable song and its sonogram added to the list of 

‘type specimen’ songs. There are several songs comprising six syllables (at least five so far), so this song 

would be labelled something like 6A. We would then move on to the next song and identify it as one on the 

list, or as a new one that had to be added to the list. Each time we identified a song on the recording, we 

‘marked’ it as such on the Amadeus Pro recording; you can see these marked songs at the top of Figure 1, 

which depicts a recording in the carport, so is very clean. In the recordings in the state forest there is quite a 

bit of noise and the thrush had to be gleaned out from the other songs. One morning there was a Superb 

Lyrebird down there imitating the thrush, which made for rather challenging analysis. 

 

As you can imagine, the analysis takes a lot of time, especially as most of the recordings are 30 minutes long, 

which represents about 300 songs. While we still have a lot of analysis to do, we have completed two short 

recordings that were done from the thrush in the carport. And indeed it looks like there is some method to his 

melodious madness. He seems to like to start with a mixture of songs 5A and 6A (there are various 

miscellaneous ones thrown in here and there, like 5B and 6D), then move to 7D for a while, and end with a 

minute or so of 6E. In between, a pattern is emerging in that some songs may always be before or after 

others, but it is early days. 

 

We still have a lot of analysis to do, so some interesting times lay ahead. We will let you know when we 

have a definitive answer on how our ‘harmonica’ organizes his dawn offerings. Michael and Sarah Guppy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eurobodalla is fast developing a reputation for being a very important bird area for the Swift Parrot. In 

August 2012, members of ENHS discovered the largest group of Swift Parrot ever recorded; 1200 birds in 

the Bodalla State Forest. In September this year, the second largest gathering of the species was recorded; a 

group of 700 birds at Turlinjah. 

 

In an effort to develop a greater understanding of the movement of the species on the mainland, Swift Parrot 

surveys have been conducted twice a year for the past three years in the Eurobodalla. The presence of the 

species locally is related to the flowering of eucalypt species, in particular Spotted Gum (Corymbia 

maculata). This year we conducted surveys in May and August and found very little eucalypt in flower and 

consequently, very few Swift Parrot. No birds were recorded in May and four were located in August in the 

Moruya State Forest. Not the sort of results we’re used to, but the absence of the species also provides 

crucial information to BirdLife Australia’s Woodland Birds for Biodiversity team. 

  

While there was no Spotted Gum in flower in August, we 

did find an area of flowering Grey Ironbark (Eucalyptus 

paniculata) from Dwyers Creek Road, Moruya through to 

Western Boundary Rd in the Moruya State Forest. There 

had been very few records in NSW of Swift Parrot moving 

south, so we decided that this area was worth monitoring. I 

decided to do some follow-up work in the Moruya State 

Forest on September 13 but first visited friends in Turlinjah 

to help identify the species of birds on their farm. As I 

walked up their driveway I heard the familiar call of Swift 

Parrot. ‘There are at least 30 birds’ I excitedly informed 

Kirsty and Fraser. I investigated further and surveyed a two 

hectare plot in thick scrub just south of their driveway. 

There were 200 birds in this area alone! As I continued up 

the driveway and along Old Mill Rd, the calls of Swift 

Parrot continued, and continued… for 500 metres along Old Mill Road towards an electricity easement. The 

concentration of Swift Parrot was just as intense as in the two hectare plot off the driveway. I conservatively 

estimated the group at 700 birds. When I returned later in the day, there were still 250 birds in the area. 

 

The next day, there were only 50 birds so I started to search the forests south of Moruya. Swift Parrot survey 

stalwart, Dianne Deans, arrived from Canberra and we covered the area from Bodalla to Bermagui and found 

no flowering gum until we reached Bermagui. There were no Swift Parrot there so we returned to Turlinjah 

700 Swift Parrot – Another Record for the Eurobodalla 

Swift Parrot at Turlinjah             Photo: S. Benjamin 



and to our amazement we found a total of 390 birds in two locations, along the driveway to Kirsty and 

Fraser’s and in a gully off Italian Mine Road. I continued to monitor the group and found that there were still 

10 birds present on September 30. With very little blossom further south, it seems that the group remained in 

this area to feed before they continued their journey.  

 

There are some interesting aspects to this discovery: 

The timing: In the Eurobodalla we generally get a southerly movement through in August, with only a few 

stragglers in September. This year was different, not just for this species but also other nectar feeding birds, 

probably due to the fact that there was very few flowering eucalypts in the Eurobodalla. 

What they were feeding on: Swift Parrot are known to favour certain species of eucalypt in different areas of 

the mainland; in the Eurobodalla it is Spotted Gum. This group was feeding on Grey Ironbark. 

Where the birds gathered: Swift Parrot tend to gather on the edge of the forest, often along electricity 

easements. This is to avoid competition with the larger and more aggressive blossom feeders like the 

Rainbow Lorikeet, Red Wattlebird and Noisy Friarbird. At Turlinjah, the largest concentration of birds was 

in tall forest with dense undergrowth, with Red Wattlebird and Noisy Friarbird nearby. 

 

There is still so much to learn about this beautiful bird and given that there are only 2200 remaining in the 

wild, we may not have much time in which to do it. Julie Morgan 

 

 
 

 

 

I’ve been prompted to write by an article by Perry Vlahos, the former Astronomy writer in The Age and 

Sydney Morning Herald, in which he described how to use your arm, hand and fingers to describe to others 

where to find objects in the night sky. Several of his angular measures were familiar to me, but mine come 

from army training. And I add an analogue clock face to my methods. You can use angular measures and a 

clock face to clearly direct your fellow bird observer’s gaze to the bird you can see. The main point Perry 

made is that using phrases like ‘It’s three inches above that second branch’, don’t cut the mustard. Where are 

you measuring the three inches from or to? Presumably not from the actual branch up to the bird, forgetting 

that it isn’t specified where along the branch you start. 

 

If you cannot direct another’s gaze to a bird by referring to obvious features (e.g., only dead tree, or fence) 

and tracing along them (e.g., second branch from top on right-hand side, half way along the branch; or on top 

wire between fourth and fifth post) then you can use angular, not linear measures, and from an easily 

identifiable and distinctive point, like a blaze, the only sharp bend in any branch, the end of a broken branch, 

the only dead bunch of leaves in a tree, or a traffic sign. But you do not need to take a protractor with you 

and hold it up to your eye. 

 

Large angles are easy; we all know what a right angle is (90 degrees), and it’s not too hard to mentally divide 

that into halves (45 degrees) or thirds (30 degrees). For smaller angles we can use our arms and hands. If you 

hold your clenched fist (with fingers underneath) up at arm’s length, and view it with one eye closed, the 

angle subtended (covered) from one side of your fist to the other is 10 degrees. Hold your little finger up at 

arm’s length and the angle subtended by the width of the last section of the finger is 1 degree; surprisingly, 

Perry points out, this is able to cover the full moon. The width of your thumb, held at arm’s length and in the 

thumbs-up gesture, covers 2 degrees. Your ring, middle and index fingers together subtend 5 degrees; your 

clenched fist held up but with thumb extended subtends 15 degrees; and finally, a clenched fist but with both 

thumb and little finger extended subtend 20 degrees, all as before with one eye closed at arm’s length. Use 

these arm length measures to tell others how far away from a distinctive point any bird is.  

 

Where’d you say that bird is? I can’t see it! 



But in what direction from the distinctive point? That’s where the clock face comes in, and it only works 

with an analogue clock. Digital ones don’t work. You imagine an ordinary 12 hour clock face imposed on 

your distinctive point, and imagine the hour hand is pointing at the bird. The time indicated by that hour hand 

(say 4 o’clock) is what you tell your fellow observer. ‘See that yellow bunch of leaves? Well, the bird is at 4 

o’clock to that and about 10 degrees away.’ Peter Haughton 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If I am allowed to have a favourite flowering Australian plant, then surely this must be it. Large pink, mauve, 

white or cream flowers about 3cm across appear on the shrub in late spring or early summer. The centre of 

the flower (the cup shaped calyx) is filled to the brim with glistening nectar with all kinds of insects 

scrambling about, jockeying for position in the best flowers, and the bees getting tipsy on the bounty. In the 

process of this scrambling about, the insects unwittingly perform essential pollination duties for the benefit 

of the plant. 

 

The natural habitat of Leptospermum rotundifolium is well drained rocky escarpments and heathlands, 

chiefly from Mt Kembla to Ulladulla, but also in the Eden district. The Little Forest Plateau, inland from 

Milton, provides perfect conditions for a large population that makes a spectacular display in spring. 

However, in cultivation it will grow almost anywhere on the south coast, provided it does not have wet feet, 

and will generally, once established, survive on rainfall alone. It responds very well to pruning and in fact, 

this is desirable once the shrub attains a mature height as it will help to prevent the ‘leggy syndrome’.There 

are 78 species of Leptospermum endemic to Australia, with only a few others occurring in Asian Pacific 

countries, such as L. scoparium, which is widespread in New Zealand. Leptospermum rotundifolium was first 

described as Leptospermum polygalifolium var. rotundifolium. Then in 1776, the name L. scoparium was 

published in Germany. The first Australian reference occurred in London in 1797 as L. scoparium var. 

rotundifolium. This name remained current until 1989, when an exhaustive revision resulted in the elevation 

of the var. rotundifolium to specific status, giving 

us the modern name of Leptospermum 

rotundifolium. 

 

Leptospermum refers to the shape of the seed of the 

species. It is from two Greek words–lepto = thin, 

and sperma = seed (a look at the seeds will show 

why the genus was given this name). The earlier 

specific name of scoparium–first applied to the 

New Zealand species that has white flowers–means 

thin, arching branches (‘waving high their 

wreathing spires of snowy flowers, like pure and 

hopeful spirits…’ as one writer put it). The 

branches are produced by the plant after flowering. 

Rotundifolium means just that, round leaves. 

 

The common name of Tea-tree originated from 

leaves of L. scoparium being used as a tea substitute 

and to prevent scurvy by some of Captain Cook’s 

sailors in New Zealand, before they arrived in Australia. However, even though leaves of other plant species 

proved to be superior to Leptospermum for this purpose, the name stuck, despite the use being abandoned. 

Traditional use by Victorian and South Australian Aboriginal people included using the long stems for 

spears, after heating freshly cut lengths in hot ashes to straighten them. 

 

This is a species that is stunning in flower when seen massed in the wild (nature’s habit with many plants) 

and most gardeners would find it very rewarding when it is domesticated.  
Jenny Liney 
 

 

 

 

 

Leptospermum rotundifolium: A Favourite Flowering Plant 

Leptospermum rotundifolium               Photo: Jenny Liney 



 

 

 

A warm and calm Spring morning greeted the 18 enthusiastic seafarers at Narooma Town Wharf early on 

Sunday 19 October to embark on our pelagic trip. Once again the sea was kind to us and the Narooma bar 

presented no challenge at all as we headed out to sea on ‘Nitro’. 

 

Having heard reports of a humpback mother and calf, 

the boat’s captain Ben, took us north on the scenic route 

to Montagu. Within no time, we were delighted with a 

magical sight of masses of shearwaters, a pod of 

dolphins dramatically changing direction as they swam 

right up to the bow wave of the boat and, the promised 

mother and calf. Approaching the island, we could see 

masses of seals draped over the rocks. Two species of 

fur seals are year-round inhabitants, with Australian 

seals in greater numbers than the New Zealand seals. 

Ben explained that the best way to distinguish them was 

by their behaviour. The Australians sit in tightly packed 

groups on rocks, frequently piled on top of each other 

while the New Zealanders keep their distance and were 

likely to bite anyone who breached their personal space. 

 

We were greeted at the island by our NPWS guide Francois, who gave us a comprehensive briefing on the 

history of the island, starting with the indigenous history and then post-white settlement. To local indigenous 

people the island is known as Barunguba, who was the eldest son of Gulaga. The island was used for 

traditional ceremonial purposes and as a source of food. It still retains numerous ceremonial sites and is used 

as a men’s teaching place. James Cook sailed past on 21 April 1770 and, mistakenly believing the island was 

joined to the mainland, named it Cape Dromedary. From the early days of European settlement, the island 

was used as a base for sealing and fishing. The island was stocked with goats and rabbits for future 

shipwrecked sailors and then, kikuyu was grown to feed the goats and the rabbits, creating an environmental 

disaster which has taken many years of hard work and commitment to fix. 

 

After our briefing, Francois led us to the top of the lighthouse, which provided spectacular views. Being 

spring, the scene below was dominated by a mass of nests. Crested terns nest in a colony at the base of the 

lighthouse, with each nest just out of pecking range of its neighbour. Silver gulls also breed in significant 

numbers, many along the edges of the paths. After 

descending from our dazzling height, Francois took us for 

a walk around the island and told us some of the history of 

the early lighthouse keepers and their families. For most of 

us, this was the first time we had set foot on the island, so 

there was much excitement at being in such a special place. 

 

Back on ‘Nitro’, we headed out to sea and with the aid of 

some burley and bait, managed to attract a fair number of 

birds. Without a seabird expert on board there was much 

consulting of field guides to work out what we were 

seeing. However, by consensus, we saw both Shy and 

Black-browed Albatross, large numbers of Short-tailed and 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater and a couple of Fluttering 

Shearwater as well as gannets, Crested Tern and Silver 

Gull. 

On the return to Narooma we were again joined by a pod of dolphins, bringing to a close a delightful day out. 
David and Helen Kay 

(Announced in November 2014, Montagu Island Nature Reserve is one of three reserves in NSW, including 

Cape Byron State Conservation Area and Arakwal National Park, among the first to appear on the inaugural 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature Green List, recognising they are some of the best 

managed protected areas in the world.–Ed) 

 

Pelagic Trip October 2014 

 

Black-browed Albatross                      Photo: R. Soroka 

Australian Fur-seal   Photo: R. Soroka 



 

 
One of the things I appreciate about ENHS 

membership is the opportunity it affords to watch 

birds with people who are more proficient bird 

watchers than I am. On the recent ENHS out-of-shire 

trip I went along for three days of intensive bird 

watching with high expectations of my fellow 

travellers. They did not disappoint.  
 

On a sunny Friday morning in October, three of us 

set off from Moruya on the straightest route 

possible–northwest then southwest–to Chiltern, a 

journey of about 600 km. Lyn Burden had planned 

our itinerary, collecting masses of information, and 

also provided transport and did all the driving. 

Mandy Anderson brought along yet more information, including tips to assist us in our search for the 

endangered Regent Honeyeater. I packed a bag and remembered my binoculars. As we travelled through 

farmland between Bungendore and Murrumbateman, we saw our first raptors: Black-shouldered Kite and 

Australian Kestrel, then the distant commotion of a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles grounded and harassed by 

what were probably Australian Raven. Near Albury, we stopped at Wonga Wetlands, which was brightened 

by Azure and Sacred Kingfisher, and Yellow Rosella–a ‘lifer’ for me. 

 

On our first morning in Chiltern, with the sun well and truly up in a clear sky, we drove into nearby Chiltern-

Mt Pilot National Park, established in 2002, bringing together and increasing the protection of two separate 

areas, the Chiltern Regional Park with its low hills, and the more rugged Mt Pilot Multipurpose Park. With 

an area of just under 22,000 hectares, the national park is home to remnants of several threatened ecosystems 

including Box-Ironbark forest, which contains a huge array of flora and fauna and provides habitat for 

endangered species including birds such as Barking Owl and Regent Honeyeater. The park also contains 

sites of Aboriginal cultural significance and much more recent relics of gold mining. Our first stop lived up 

to its name ‘Honeyeater Picnic Ground’, with Yellow-tufted, Fuscous and White-plumed Honeyeater, the 

first two in large numbers. We also saw Brown Treecreeper. A walk around Cyanide Dam resulted in 

sightings of a Crested Shrike-tit, a Willie Wagtail pair building a nest over the water and, at last, the Olive-

backed Oriole that we had been hearing for most of our walk. One or more Peaceful Dove also called 

persistently but stayed out of sight.  

 

As we continued our search for waterbirds at Chiltern Valley No 1 & No 2 Dams and some of the small 

ponds and wetlands nearby, sightings included Black Swan with cygnets, Australian Shelduck, Australian 

Wood Duck, Pacific Black Duck, Grey and Chestnut Teal as well as Hardhead, Australasian Grebe in 

breeding plumage and a couple of Black-winged Stilt. Returning to the outskirts of Chiltern in the late 

afternoon, we stopped at a stand of ironbarks near a small dam. And there they were! Two, maybe three, 

Regent Honeyeater, feeding in the ironbarks then making a couple of swift flights over the dam. This was a 

wonderful sighting to end the day. And, interestingly, they were behaving aggressively towards other birds, 

chasing away Noisy Miner and even Red Wattlebird. What might this mean? 

 

Sunday began cloudy, threatening rain, but cleared to another warm day. We went first to Bartley’s Block, 

where we were hoping for Diamond Firetail, Turquoise Parrot and Speckled Warbler. A slow walk with 

some very intense study of our surroundings yielding none of the above, but instead, good sightings of 

White-browed Babblers and Spotted Pardalote. We had the opportunity to compare the calls of the Western 

and White-throated Gerygone, as both were calling, though only the Western Gerygone showed itself. A 

picnic lunch at Green Hill Dam brought a lovely sighting of a pair of Little Lorikeet nesting a few metres 

above us in a small hollow. From there we returned to the spot where we had seen the Regent Honeyeater. 

And there they were again–we had clear views of one banded and one un-banded bird as they foraged 

together. After prolonged study, we were able to discern band colours, which Mandy relayed to Dean 

Ingwerson, Threatened Birds Program Manager at BirdLife Australia. Excitement all round! We had 

identified what appeared to be a new breeding pair. The photo of the Regent Honeyeater has been included 

with Dean’s kind permission. 

 

A late afternoon return visit to Honeyeater Picnic Ground again did not result in many bird sightings but did 

provide an opportunity to chat with Eileen Collins, a Chiltern local who played an important part in the 

Chiltern Out-of-Shire Trip 

Regent Honeyeater   Photo: D. Ingwersen 



establishment of Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park, and whose bird and conservation related activities include 

watching over the local Regent Honeyeater population. On Monday morning we visited Bartley’s Block 

again. Another long meander through paddocks of long grass dotted with trees, through woodland and 

around dams still failed to find Diamond Firetail or Turquoise Parrot. But we did see one or possibly two 

Speckled Warbler carrying nesting material into the long grass near the base of an old stump. What a lovely 

little bird! 

 

Homeward bound, we stopped for lunch by the Murrumbidgee River at Gundagai, where we noticed a Blue-

faced Honeyeater, our final species of the trip, bringing our total to 100–not bad considering the dearth of 

waterbirds. There was mild disappointment about the birds we had missed but this was overshadowed by the 

excitement of the Regent Honeyeater and Speckled Warbler. And I had thoroughly enjoyed the chance to 

visit an inland area that was new to me, with the bonus of some exquisite birds. Many thanks to Lyn and 

Mandy for everything they did to make this such an enjoyable couple of days, and particularly for helping 

me see more birds. Gillian Macnamara 
 

 

ENHS members have many stories to tell about their 

observations of nature. ‘My Patch’ is a forum where these 

stories can be shared with others and will be published both 

in the newsletter and on the website. Photos are welcome. 

Please send your contributions to mypatch@enhs.org.au 
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Unusual Sightings at Comerang 

When conditions are right, the swamps near the boundary between Comerang and Central farms can produce 

some wonderful surprises. In October 2013, when the water overflowed onto the grass in the paddocks, more 

than 200 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper fed there. From the end of October through to early December 2014, the 

water level in the swamps suited other bird species, especially ducks. We saw up to eight Freckled Ducks, 

seven Australasian Shoveler, one or two Australian Shelduck, and a number of Pink-eared Duck slowly rose 

to over 130. Our usual species were also there in small numbers; Pacific Black Duck, Wood Duck, Chestnut 

and Grey Teal, and Hardhead when the water was 

deeper. Several Red-kneed Dotterel arrived later to 

feed in the shallows. Most years, Black-winged Stilt 

appear in July and move on by November, but this 

year six stayed. A couple of Black-fronted Dotterel 

ran around the muddy edges. A Rufous Songlark sang 

nearby and the Cisticola called, hiding in the tussocks. 

One day Peter braved the Red-bellied Black Snakes to 

check on a neighbour’s cow and flushed out a 

Latham’s Snipe. On 7
 
December conditions changed 

completely when a big flood came down the Tuross  

River and water covered the whole flat.  Julie Collett 

 

 

Highlights from ENHS records - Spring 2014 
 

Avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 

Brown Quail 12 Montagu Is FM  

Musk Duck 1, 2 PS/MO/ 

Tarouga L 

JM/FM/DB Male displays at PS in November 

Black Swan Up to 1,500 Tarouga L DB/FM  

Freckled Duck Up to 8 Com JC/FM Arrived October 31 and still present 

at the end of November. 

Australian Shelduck 1 or 2 Com/Coila L/ 

Brou L 

JC/FM/DB October/November.  

Red-kneed Dotterel                  Photo: J. Collett 



Pink-eared Duck 130, 40, 5 Com/Coila 

L/Trunketabella 

JC/FM/DB Largest number recorded in the 

Eurobodalla. 

Grey Teal 700 Tarouga L FM  

Chestnut Teal 1,300 Tarouga L FM  

Pacific Black Duck 500 Tarouga L FM  

Hardhead 100 Tarouga L FM  

Hoary-headed Grebe 100 Com JC 3 young 

White-headed Pigeon Up to 21 MKS SMG  

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 6, 4 MKS/ 

Coolagolite 

SMG/DO  

Bar-shouldered Dove 3 Cullendulla Ck DB  

Topknot Pigeon 50, 20, 10, 8 MO/PS/Malua 

Bay/PP 

NM/JM/MW

/DB 

 

Tawny Frogmouth 4 Deua R/TS MS/JH Including 2 young at TS 

Aust Owlet-nightjar 1 PS/Com JM/JC  

White-throated Nightjar 3, calls PS/MKS/ 

Deua R 

JM/SMG/MS  

White-throated 

Needletail 

80 PP DB  

Black-browed Albatross  4 Off NA FM  

Shy Albatross 2 Off NA FM  

Wedge-tailed 

Shearwater 

More than 

100 

Off NA FM  

Short-tailed Shearwater More than 

1,000 

Off NA FM  

Fluttering Shearwater 3 Off NA FM  

Little Shearwater 1 MHS/TS JM/FM Beach cast 

Little Penguin 1 Montagu Is FM Chick 

Aust Gannet 25 Off NA FM  

Pied Cormorant 8 TS FM  

White-necked Heron 4, 5 MYA/Com JM/JC  

Intermediate Egret 1 Com JC  

Cattle Egret Up to 35 MYA JL In breeding plumage October 27 

Little Egret 20 MYA JL  

Eastern Reef Heron 1 or 2 MB MA  

Nankeen Night Heron 3, 2 NA/Com L Anlezark/ 

JC 

 

Aust White Ibis 75, 50 MYA/WL JL/MA/AC  

Straw-necked Ibis 60 MYA JL  

Royal Spoonbill 35 Trunketabella DB  

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 1 Trunketabella FM/MA  

Eastern Osprey 1 Mossy Pt/ 

Jemisons Pt 

HR/AM/JM  

Square-tailed Kite 1 or 2 MKS/MO/MB/

Akolele 

SMG/NM/ 

MA/DSD/JM 

 

Whistling Kite 7 Bingie DHK On September 18 

Collared Sparrowhawk 1 Deua R MS  

Grey Goshawk 2 MO NM Singles elsewhere 

Spotted Harrier  1 Com JC  

Australian Hobby 1 Coila/Com MA/JC  

Peregrine Falcon 2, 1 MKS/BP/Com 

Tarouga L/MB 

SMG/JW/JC/ 

FM/MA 

 

Buff-banded Rail 4, 3 TS/Com JH/JC 2 chicks at TS in October 

Eurasian Coot 4000 Tarouga L FM/DB In November 

Aust Pied Oystercatcher 18 TS AH Many nests reported, 2 runners in 

Nov. 

Sooty Oystercatcher 6 Montagu Is FM  

Black-winged Stilt Up to 8, 2 Com/Nangudga JC/FM/AH  

Pacific Golden Plover 2 Brou L/MB AM/JM/AC/ Brou L record in early October – 



MA some breeding plumage still evident. 

Red-capped Plover 40 TS FM  

Double-banded Plover 6 WL DSD/JM  

Black-fronted Dotterel 5, 4, 3 MYA/Com/MO SMG/JC/NM 3 young at MYA, nesting at Com 

Hooded Plover 2, 1 WL/Coila/TS/ 

Bengello Beach 

MA/PJP/AH/

JM/HR 

Regular pair at WL. Flagged bird Y8, 

seen at 3 locations in November. 

Red-kneed Dotterel 1 to 3 Com JC  

Latham’s Snipe 3, 1 Coolagolite/ 

Com 

DO/JC  

Bar-tailed Godwit More than 50 NA FM  

Whimbrel 1 TS/NA/MB FM/MA From September 

Eastern Curlew 1, 2 NA/WL MA/AC Calls at Mossy Pt (ABB) 

Grey-tailed Tattler 1 Brou L MA  

Great Knot 5 TS FM  

Red Knot 10, 3 Brou L/TS AM/JM/FM Brou L record in early October – 

some breeding plumage still evident. 

Red-necked Stint 20, 6 TS/Brou L FM/AM/JM Brou L record in early October – 

some breeding plumage still evident. 

Painted Button-quail 1 PS JM Fewer records this season 

Little Tern 15, 2 TS/Brou L AH/MA Group at TS arrived in November but 

have since moved on. 

Caspian Tern 2 TS/MB FM/MA  

Crested Tern Over 1,000 Montagu Is FM Nesting on the island 

Silver Gull Over 1,000 Montagu Is FM Nesting on the island 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 16 Deua R MS Dy at PS and MO (JM/NM) 

Yellow-tailed Black 

Cockatoo 

20 BP/Deua R JW/MS 
 

Gang-Gang Cockatoo 16, 8 MKS/Broulee SMG/GLM 
 

Musk Lorikeet Up to 50 PS JM Feeding on Red Ironbark blossom  

Little Lorikeet Up to 30 Turlinjah/PS DSD/JM  

Swift Parrot Up to 700 Turlinjah/ 

MYA SF 

SB/DSD/AM

/JM 

Feeding on Grey Ironbark blossom  

Channel-billed Cuckoo Up to 3 BP/PS/MO JW/JM/NM First return September 14 

Pallid Cuckoo 1 or calls Mossy Pt/Com ABB/JC First return September 24 

Brush Cuckoo 1 MKS/PS SMGJM First return October 15 

Powerful Owl  Calls  MKS SMG In November 

Southern Boobook 1, 2 Malua Bay/ 

MKS/Deua R 

MW/SMG/ 

MS 

 

Dollarbird C MKS SMG  

Superb Lyrebird 4 Deua R/NA MS/JM Young at NA 

Southern Emu-Wren 6 Cullendulla Ck DB  

Pilotbird 1 MYA SF JM Making an unusual call 

Large-billed Scrubwren 2 Deua NP AM/JM  

White-throated 

Gerygone 

1 to 4 MKS/Bodalla/ 

Com/Wadbilliga 

SMG/FM/JC First return September 20 

Striated Pardalote 4 or calls PS/TS/Com JM/JH/JC  

White-eared Honeyeater 4 MO NM September record 

Fuscous Honeyeater 12 WL MA  

White-fronted Chat 10 TS FM  

Crescent Honeyeater 20, 9, 2, 1 Turlinjah/Deua 

NP/TS/Com 

Mtn/Coolagolite 

JM/JH/JC/ 

DO 

 

White-cheeked 

Honeyeater 

4, 2 Illawong NR/ 

Deua NP 

JM 1 dy at Deua NP 

Noisy Friarbird Up to 40 Turlinjah JM First return September 2; later than 

usual 

Little Friarbird  Coolagolite S Sass In November 

White-bellied Cuckoo-

shrike 

1, 4 MKS/MYA/PS/

Com 

SMG/JL/JM/

JC 

Displaying at PS 



Cicadabird Calls, 1 to 4 MKS/Malua 

Bay/PS/ 

Wadbilliga 

SMG/MW/ 

JM/FM 

First return September 29 – earlier 

than usual 

White-winged Triller 1 Eurobodalla Rd/ 

Wadbilliga Jnct/ 

Belowra 

DB/FM First record of the season on October 

26 

Crested Shrike-tit 1, call Bermagui SF/ 

MKS 

DSD/JM/ 

SMG 

 

Rufous Whistler 4 Com JC First return September 16 

Australian Figbird 1 PS/MB JM/MA Unusual at these locations 

White-breasted 

Woodswallow 

3 PS JM  First return October  

White-browed 

Woodswallow 

80 Surfside DB October 21 

Dusky Woodswallow 20, 5, 3 Deua R/ 

Coolagolite/ 

Belowra 

MS/DO/FM Nest building at Belowra in October  

Grey Currawong 2 to 5 Com JC  In September 

Rufous Fantail 1 or 2 Deua NP/NA 

ERBG/Bingie 

AM/JM/SB/ 

PHH/DHK 

First return October 23 

Grey Fantail 20 MYA FM  

Little Raven 1 MB MA  

White-winged Chough 11 CO DHK 2 groups having a territorial dispute 

Leaden Flycatcher C MKS SMG Return September 28 

Black-faced Monarch C MKS SMG Return September 25 

Rose Robin 4 NA JM Wagonga Scenic Drive 

Golden-headed 

Cisticola 

Up to 8 Com JC  

Aust Reed-Warbler 8, 4, 2 Illawong NR/ 

PS/Com 

JM/JC  

Little Grassbird Calls Illawong NR/PS JM  

Rufous Songlark 8, 4, 2, 1 Belowra/ 

Eurobodalla Rd/ 

Mortfield/Com 

FM/DB/JC  

Silvereye 200-300 Turlinjah JM Moving south in September at the 

same location as a large flock of 

Swift Parrot 

Bassian Thrush 4, 1 Deua R/MO MS/NM  

Mistletoebird 8 MYA FM  

Common Blackbird 4 MYA JL  

Australian Pipit 2, 4 Bengello 

Beach/Bingie Pt 

JM/HR/DHK  

Dy dependent young 

 

Non-avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 

Short-beaked Echidna 2 PS JM  

Spotted-tailed Quoll 1  ERBG M Anlezark  

Long-nosed Bandicoot signs Bodalla/MB MA/AC  

Common Wombat 1 or signs Coolagolite DO  

Yellow-bellied Glider Calls Mossy Pt HR In September 

Common Brushtail Possum Up to 6 Com JC  

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Up to 100 Deua R MS  

Bush and Swamp Rat  Coolagolite DO  

Dingo Calls Com JC  

Jacky Lizard Up to 3  Mossy Pt HR  

Gippsland Water Dragon Up to 10 Com JC  

Lace Monitor 3 BP JW  Young hatched from compost bay Oct. 

Tiger Snake 1 MYA JL Juvenile in October 

Red-bellied Black Snake 1 or 2 widespread various  



Eastern Brown Snake 1 MKS SMG  

Australian Fur Seal More than 

50 

Montagu Is FM  

New Zealand Fur Seal More than 

150 

Montagu Is FM  

Humpback Whales Small pods Off MHS/MO/ 

Bingie/NA 

JM/FM/ 

DHK 

 

Bottlenose Dolphin 18 Off NA FM  

  

Frogs 

JC/JL/JM/HR/ 

DO/JW/FM 

Common Eastern Froglet, Brown Striped Frog, Spotted Marsh Frog, Haswell’s Froglet, 

Brown, Smooth and Tyler’s Toadlet; tree frogs: Eastern Sedgefrog, Brown, Jervis Bay, 

Lesueur’s, Keferstein’s, Peron’s, Tyler’s, Verreaux’s 

Moths 

JW/JC/JM/DO 

Cossid Wood, Meal, Red-lined & Black, Geometrid, Cream Wave, Plantain, Mecynata, Red-

spotted Delicate, Spring Taxeotis, Common Anthelid, Hookwing Footman, Banded Lichen, 

Crimson Tiger, Tiger, Convolvulus Hawk, Helena and Emperor Gum, Northern Old Lady, 

Granny, Tobacco Looper, Magpie, Bogong, Brown & Variable Cutworm, Native Budworm 

Butterflies 

JC/JL/JM/JW/FM 

Orchard Swallowtail, Imperial and Black Jezebel, Caper and Cabbage White, Brown Ringlet, 

Common Brown, Meadow Argus, Aust Painted Lady, Yellow Admiral, Common Grass Blue 

Beetles  JC Rove, Click, Plague Soldier, Net-winged, Dung, Acacia, Aerarium and Small Blue Leaf, 

Metallic Green Acacia. Ladybirds: Transverse, Striped, Common Spotted, Spotted Amber 

Bugs  JC Harlequin, Green Vegetable, Water Strider, Bronze Orange, Water Boatman 

Dragon and 

Damselflies JC/JM 

Common Bluetail, Red and Blue Damsel, Blue Skimmer, Scarlet and Wandering Percher, 

Tau Emerald 

Spiders 

JC/JL/JM/JW/FM 

Leaf-curling, St Andrew’s Cross, Daddy Long Legs, Black House, White-tailed, Net Casting, 

Little Striped and Garden Wolf, Huntsman, Jumping, Water, Comb-footed, Wheel-weaving 

 
Contributors               Abbreviations 
MA M Anderson, MB AM A Marsh, Bingie BB Batemans Bay 

JB J Baghurst, Tomakin GLM G&L McVeigh, Broulee BI Bermagui 

ABB A&B Bellingham, Mossy Pt NM N Montgomery, MO BP Burrewarra Point 

SB S Benjamin, Catalina JM J Morgan, PS Com Comerang 

DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside DO D Ondinea, Coolagolite CO Congo 

AC A Christiansen, MB PJP P Parker,TS ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 

NC N Clark, Surf Beach HR H Ransom, Mossy Pt MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 

JC  J&P Collett, Com MS M Summerhayes, MYA MO Meringo 

DSD D Deans, ACT JW J Whiter, BP MYA Moruya 

SMG S&M Guppy, MKS MW M Wilkinson, Malua Bay MH Moruya Heads, N&S 

AH A Harris, MYA FM Field Meeting MB Mystery Bay 

PHH P&H Haughton, Lilli Pilli  L&M Anlezark NA Narooma 

JH J&J Houghton, TS  J Fearn NP National Park 

DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia  S Sass PS Pedro Swamp 

JL J&J Liney, MYA   PP Potato Point 

    SB Surf Beach 

    SF State Forest 

    TS Tuross 

    WL Wallaga Lake 
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