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Pink-‐eared	  Duck	  (Malacorhynchus	  membranaceus)	  –	  Latham	  1802	  

The Pink-eared Duck is the only surviving member of the peculiar genus Malacorhynchus. A closely related 
larger species, Scarlett’s Duck (M. scarletti), once existed in New Zealand. However, the species was hunted 
to extinction by the 16th century by Polynesian colonists. The taxonomy of this genus is still unclear with 
some studies suggesting it is most closely related to shelducks (family Tadorinae) while others indicate that 
its closest relatives are the Stiff-tail Duck (Blue-billed and Musk Duck–subfamily Oxyurinae) and is most 
certainly not closely related to the Dabbling Duck (family Anatidae). 
 
Identification, measurements and confusion of species 
Given good views with good light, this small 
duck (38-40cm) is unmistakable (see image). 
In bad light there is a chance of confusion 
with Australasian Shoveller (Anas 
rhynchotis). However, the smaller size of the 
Pink-eared Duck along with its unique bill 
shape – it boasts mandibular-flaps on either 
side of its beak which shovellers lack – 
should quickly clarify which species is being 
observed. In cases where individuals are 
roosting and hiding their beak, the paler grey 
coloration on the chest combined with a 
solid-brown back will eliminate Grey and 
Chestnut Teal (A. gracilis and A. castanea 
respectively). In flight the species lacks the bright-metallic speculum of most other duck species. Instead the 
upper-wing is wholly brown with white trailing edge and the under-wing barred grey and white.  
 
The species is mildly sexually dimorphic with male birds being slightly larger and more boldly-patterned 
around the eyes, neck and chest then females. In the image the female is on the left. Lastly, the teetering 
whistling call of the species is highly distinctive, allowing one to pick out individuals even when they are 
mixed in with thousands of other waterfowl. 
 
Behaviour, breeding and diet 
Like most of Australia’s water birds, the Pink-eared Duck is highly responsive to extensive rainfall, 
departing en masse from coastal drought refuges to breed on fresh and saline ephemeral wetlands. Pairs are 
monogamous, at least for one breeding event, with the female laying six to eight eggs in a downy nest over 
water such as a tree hollow. The female incubates the clutch for 26 days with both parents guarding the 
young once they leave the nest. In years when conditions are poor, breeding may not occur. 
 
The beak of the Pink-eared Duck is that of a highly specialized filter feeder, allowing the birds effectively to 
sieve water for plankton, crustacean, insect and mollusc prey. Two birds, a pair perhaps, may also feed by 
vortexing, the two spinning around a central point with the head of one opposite the tail of the other, 
concentrating food items in a gyrating water column. 
 

Pink-eared Duck                                           Photo: D. Bertzeletos 



Outside breeding events the species is highly gregarious, forming flocks of thousands. It also readily joins 
the flocks of other ducks and shorebirds, particularly those of the Australasian Shoveller and Red-necked 
Avocet (Recurvirostra novaehollandiae) with which it shares similar feeding habits. 
 
In the Eurobodalla and conservation 
In the Eurobodalla the species is scarce, and seems to appear after good breeding events when birds are 
forced to take refuge in coastal areas. However, the species is by no means restricted to inland areas for 
breeding and it is a fairly common breeder for example, in metropolitan Perth. As such the species may yet 
be found breeding in the Eurobodalla. 
 
In terms of conservation, the species is classified as Least Concern by the International Union for 
Conservation Nature. However, like most of Australia’s water birds, it is impacted by extensive periods of 
drought and the loss of wetlands to agriculture and urbanization. Recreational shooting is also another threat 
for the species. Dimitris Bertzeletos 
 

 
 
 
 

The Field Meeting program for 2014 is included with this newsletter and is also posted on the ‘Field 
Meetings’ page of the website.  
 
Saturday February 8, 2pm: Box Cutting. Meet at the intersection of the Princes Highway and Kianga 
Forest Road, north of Narooma. A walk through the rainforest. Green Catbird, Topknot Pigeon, Yellow-
throated and Large-billed Scrubwren, Rose Robin. 
 
Sunday February 23, 9.30am: Monga National Park. We will meet at the slightly later time of 9.30am at 
the corner of Forest River Rd and the Kings Hwy, the turn-off to Monga National Park. A number of 
rainforest tracks. Superb Lyrebird, Pilotbird, Rose Robin, Varied Sittella, Spotted Quail-thrush, perhaps a 
roosting owl. 
 
Saturday March 8, 2pm: Barlings Swamp and Bevian Rd. Meet at the corner of George Bass Drive and 
Bevian Rd, next to Barlings Swamp. The swamp is home to a number of duck and waterfowl species, 
Swamp Harrier; the walk along Bevian Rd usually includes a few Mistletoebird and various thornbills. 
 
Sunday March 23, 9am: Wallaga Lake and Long Swamp. Meet at the parking area at the end of Wallaga 
Street, which is 1km south of the bridge over Wallaga Lake. A beach and headland walk. Hooded and Red-
capped Plover, Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher, Bar-tailed Godwit. Long Swamp Hoary-headed Grebe, Musk 
Duck, Jacky Lizard. 
 
Saturday April 12, 2pm: Mogo State Forest. Meet in the car park next to Jenny’s Old Time Lolly Shop, 
just off Tomakin Rd. A number of bush tracks are available and we will select one based on the flowering of 
the eucalypts. 
 
 
 
2014 Memberships are now due 
 
A membership renewal form has been included with this newsletter. 
The 27th edition of Nature in Eurobodalla, which is a summary of 
members’ observations by species for 2012, is also available for 
purchase. It is priced at $13 if picked up or $14.50 if posted. 
 
 

What’s coming up… 

Submissions for the Summer edition of the newsletter would be 
appreciated before mid February.  

Please email to editor@enhs.org.au 



 
 

 
‘Everything is early this year’ is something I’ve heard many times over the past few months in relation to 
various aspects of the natural world. It has certainly made writing this section of the newsletter a bit more 
interesting than usual, as the things that usually happen over summer all started in mid spring. 
 
Our resident birds have been breeding since late winter, so there have been earlier than usual sightings of 
fledglings over spring. Summer should see a continuation of breeding for our common species, such as the 
Superb Fairy-wren, Eastern Spinebill and Yellow-faced Honeyeater. Migratory birds have arrived and have 
also started breeding. The first Leaden Flycatcher fledglings were seen in late November so perhaps we’ll 
see more than the usual number of broods raised over this season. Cattle Egret usually depart in early 
December but this year the large population around Moruya moved north early. The last pair was sighted in 
full breeding plumage in early November. 
 

The Tuross estuary is always a good location for waders 
and usually provides a surprise or two. It hasn’t 
disappointed this year with a Beach Stone-Curlew reported 
on December 2 by Bill Nelson and Pattie Parker. This is the 
third record for the Eurobodalla and follows the report of a 
bird at Wallaga Lake in 2012 by Patricia Latimer, and an 
earlier record at the Moruya estuary in 2002. Tuross is also 
the place where both Little and Fairy Tern breed, and in the 
first week of December there were at least 140 birds and 70 
nests containing 156 eggs, making it the largest breeding 
area on the south coast. The eggs will begin to hatch around 
Christmas and the king tides will pose a challenge to these 
birds and to shorebird volunteers working to protect the 
chicks and nests.  
 

There are some interesting insects living in the waters of the Eurobodalla. Whirligig Beetles live in 
freshwater and are between 1 and 2cm. They swim in circles on the surface of the water and feed on dead or 
injured insects. Their eyes are split, so they see equally well above and below the water. Water Boatman, an 
aquatic bug, feed on plant material and insect larvae. Males call underwater to attract females and can be 
heard from the water’s edge. A species of Water Boatman is regarded as the loudest creature in the world 
relative to its body-size. 
 
And in the theme of ‘everything is early this year’, the Hyacinth Orchid (Dipodium genus) – a plant I usually 
associate with Christmas – started to emerge at Pedro Swamp on October 31 and by mid November it was 
flowering right across the property. What else will summer bring? We’ll just have to wait and see. 
Julie Morgan 
 

 
 
 

 
We have the movement cameras out on various nests again this season. We are confirming some of the 
predators we recorded last season and we are adding further predators to the list. But along the way we are 
coming across interesting and often titillating interactions between the predators, the nests and their owners. 
Two of these are described below. 
 
Late one evening, we caught on camera a Sparrowhawk visiting a Yellow-faced Honeyeater nest containing 
two eggs. For some reason the Sparrowhawk took neither of the eggs, and the female honeyeater returned to 
brood soon afterwards. But she appeared to subsequently abandon the nest as we could never catch her 
brooding. We finally checked the nest and found the eggs still there, but cold. When we checked the camera, 
we found that the female was regularly returning to the nest, but never sitting on the eggs. It turned out that 
she was taking material from the nest and building another, about 10 metres away. She finally took most of 
the nest and the eggs dropped through the bottom. She is now feeding young in the second nest. Obviously 
she decided that the visit by the Sparrowhawk was a dangerous precedent, dangerous enough to warrant 
giving up on two eggs and the time already spent on the first nest. 

What to expect for summer 

 

Beach Stone-Curlew                       Photo: P. Parker 

Prudence and against the odds 



 
The second case involved a Superb Fairy-wren nest, containing three young birds, that was raided by a 
Kookaburra. We found the nest on the ground with all the lining removed and scattered next to the nest. The 
camera showed a Kookaburra removing all the lining – presumably containing the young birds we thought – 
in one go and sort of dissecting it outside the nest. It may have been eating young birds from the lining at this 
stage, we cannot be sure. The Kookaburra then went back to the nest before departing. But the camera also 
showed the parent birds coming back to the nest for at least the next 24 hours. 
  
We have seen this happen before on the cameras, although 24 hours seemed like rather a long time. We 
thought no more about it until we saw the parent wrens carrying food about two days later. It turned out that 
there was one young still in the nest, being fed. It was very difficult to see as the nest without lining is very 
deep and dark. So the Kookaburra must have tipped at least one (perhaps two or even three) young back into 
the nest as it took the lining. When it went back to the nest it may have eaten one or more young birds, but 
obviously did not notice this one survivor. When we last looked (with a torch), the surviving young bird was 
very close to fledging.  Michael and Sarah Guppy 
 
 

 
 
 

 
After some vicious winds in the days prior to our field meeting in September, we were treated to magnificent 
weather for our biennial visit to Belowra. Julie and Peter Collett led our small convoy westward from 
Bodalla towards their property ‘Robinvale’, where we were hopeful of sighting Diamond Firetail as well as 
the red robin group, Scarlet and Flame Robin, and perhaps the Red-capped Robin. But before visiting 
‘Robinvale’ our host Julie had organised an additional treat for our group – a visit to the home of her 
neighbours Sue-Ellen and Ivan Misfeld on their property ‘Wadbilliga’. This property is located at the 
confluence of the Tuross and Wadbilliga Rivers. 
 
Guided by Sue-Ellen, we spent the morning wandering along the riverbank and were treated to some 
spectacular bird sightings, with the highlights for me being Yellow-tufted Honeyeater and White-throated 
Gerygone, the latter usually being heard but rarely sighted. Today though, we were in luck and three birds 
provided very good sightings. Ann found a special bird in a shed at ‘Wadbilliga’– a Datsun 1000, just like 
her first car. This find looks like becoming a future member of Ann’s family, with a restoration job to look 
forward to. 
 
From ‘Wadbilliga’ we continued along the 
Belowra Valley and reached Julie and Peter’s 
lovely property in time for lunch. Julie had 
picked a shady green spot under some grand old 
Angophora. Lunch was interrupted with her call 
of, ‘Diamond Firetail!’ We were all fortunate to 
get good sightings of these beautiful finches, and 
a count of 16 individuals was recorded. Dimitris 
and Ann managed to get some lovely photos. 
Neither the Scarlet nor Flame Robin appeared for 
us today. It would have been really special to see 
the Red-capped Robin which Julie recently 
reported – a first for the shire. But we saw and 
heard a pair of nesting Brown Falcon, as well as seeing, along the creek-line, Crested Shrike-tit, Rufous 
Whistler and a Sacred Kingfisher, as well as a large mob of Kangaroo and two large Lace Monitor. A count 
of 74 bird species was recorded for the day. 
 
It was well after 3.30 pm when we departed ‘Robinvale’, after a special day spent in beautiful surroundings 
with a group of like-minded people. These are some of the benefits of membership of the Eurobodalla 
Natural History Society. We are grateful to Sue-Ellen and Ivan of ‘Wadbilliga’ and Julie and Peter of 
‘Robinvale’ for allowing us the privilege of visiting their corner of the valley. Mandy Anderson 
 
 
 
 

Field Meeting to Belowra 
 

Diamond Firetail              Photo: A. Christiansen 



 
 

 
We had quite a turn-out for our field meeting to Illawong Nature Reserve as access to the reserve is usually 
limited because it is surrounded by private property. Chris Howard from NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service led the walk and started by explaining the difference between National Parks and Nature Reserves, 
the latter being usually smaller and having specific management objectives. The Illawong Nature Reserve 
encompasses 51 hectares and was set up to protect waterfowl. It includes a section of Illawong Swamp and 
part of Longvale Swamp which drains into Lynchs Creek, a tributary of Candlagan Creek. This wetland-
complex is recognised at statewide level by its listing as a State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) 14 
coastal wetland.  
 
The forest was a mixture of Spotted Gum, Red 
Bloodwood, Grey and Red Ironbark, Blackbutt, 
Woollybutt and Bangalay. Yellow-bellied Glider has 
been recorded in the reserve and Chris pointed out that 
the diverse habitat – different plant species at each 
strata level – supported this species of glider. We 
came across the remains of what appeared to be a 
Ringtail Possum and the feather of a Powerful Owl. 
We also saw the large nest of a White-bellied Sea-
Eagle which has been used on and off for the past 30 
years, and watched a Snake-necked Turtle digging a 
hole to lay eggs. 
 
As we walked along the track that ran parallel to 
Illawong Swamp, we could hear the calls of a number 
of Australian Reed-Warbler. Further along this track 
we all paused and listened for two Little Grassbird, calling at different pitches. The call, ‘pe pee pee’, is 
described as a reversing truck and carries quite a distance. The Little Grassbird is more often heard than seen 
as they live among the reeds in swamps. It tends to fly low from one area of vegetation to another and will 
drop down out of sight if approached. Other highlights included Southern Emu-wren, a Swamp Harrier, an 
Azure Kingfisher and a pair of Leaden Flycatcher. A total of 41 species of birds was recorded on the day.  
 
Our thanks to Chris for leading the walk and sharing his knowledge with us, and also to Mark and Sue Berry 
of ‘The Bower’ for allowing us access through their property. Julie Morgan 
 

 
 
 

 
Common names that are given to plants rarely have any botanical significance and can be confusing because 
the same name is often used for different species, or the same species can have more than one common 
name. Botanic names are specific to each species and usually provide some information about the plant. 
However, botanists do have an annoying, but understandable habit of changing these names as further 
information emerges. 
 
There are two Water Gums which grow naturally in the Eurobodalla Region, and both used to be Tristania 
laurina. In 1982 the genus Tristania was divided into five different genera, with Tristania laurina being 
separated into two different species, under the genus Tristaniopsis. Tristaniopsis laurina – common names 
Water Gum or Kanuka – is found along the coast and ranges from East Gippsland to Southern Queensland. 
Tristaniopsis collina – common names Mountain Water Gum or Mountain Kanuka – is found along the coast 
and ranges from Narooma to Queensland. The only species of Tristania remaining in New South Wales is 
Tristania nerifolia – also known as Water Gum – and is found from the Illawarra to the Central Coast. 
 
Tristaniopsis laurina is a small to medium tree (4-15 m) in the family Myrtaceae (other members of this 
family include: Eucalyptus, Melaleuca, Leptospermum, Tristania and Lophostemon). Leaves are 6-12 cm 
long and 1.5-3 cm wide, alternate, lance-shaped, a deep glossy-green above and paler on the underside. They 
may turn red in winter in cooler areas. Bright-yellow flowers with a distinctive scent appear in summer in 
clusters in the leaf axils and have five petals, similar to Leptospermum (Tea tree). The stamens occur in 

Field Meeting to Illawong Nature Reserve 

Chris Howard shows us the Sea-Eagle’s nest  Photo: J. Morgan 

Water Gums and name changes 



bundles associated with each petal, and this may explain 
why these plants were originally classified as Melaleuca 
laurina, where stamens are also in bundles. The fruit is 
woody, globular, 6-8 mm in diameter and splits into three 
valves. The bark is smooth and creamy-brown when 
young, becoming scaly as the tree matures. 
 
T. laurina is an attractive and hardy garden plant and, 
because it is relatively slow-growing in our area, can be 
used as a small tree which provides good shade. The 
bright-yellow flowers are quite showy in summer, when 
many other plants have finished flowering. It will grow in 
a wide variety of soils – the best being well-drained and 
moist – and whilst shade-tolerant, grows more quickly in 
full sun. It can be sensitive to frosts if not propagated 
from local plants. Possums browse on the leaves, and 
whilst leafhoppers and beetles can attack leaves, damage 
is rarely severe. 

 
Tristaniopsis collina is very similar in appearance to Tristaniopsis laurina, which is usually found growing 
near streams, while T. collina rarely is. However, they may both be found growing in the same area and one 
needs to examine the leaves and flowers to distinguish between the two species. The leaves of T. collina are 
generally shorter and narrower, with a long, pointed tip. The lower surface of the leaves of T. laurina are 
hairy and have scattered oil glands, while those of T. collina have no hairs and dense oil glands. The flowers 
of both have bundles of stamens, which in T. laurina are shorter than the petals and, in T. collina, as long as 
the petals. Another former Tristania species you may be familiar with – although it only grows north from 
the Hunter Valley – is the Brush Box. This used to be T. conferta and is now Lophostemon confertus. There 
are many others! Fran Anderson 
 
 

 
 
 

 
We have a small Water Gum with a very bent trunk that is 
growing close to the Tuross River. It is in the path of the strong 
current of the river that flows through the middle of our farm in 
big floods, but it has survived when larger acacias and 
casuarinas have been washed away. Last summer I found as 
many as 60 large beetles munching on the leaves of the Water 
Gum, and also mating. A similar size to the Christmas Beetle, 
they had a metallic-green body and red legs. These were 
actually Repsimus Beetle, their distinguishing feature being 
well-developed hind legs and very large claws. The Australian 
Museum identified this species as Repsimus aeneus. 
 
These beetles can manoeuvre one hind leg up into the air to an almost 90 degree angle, with the claw in full 
view – seemingly used as a warning to predators or competition. It also comes in handy when they move 
between branches when feeding. They simply grip the edges of the leaf they are on with their claws, stand 
up, grab the leaf above and climb up. Much quicker than climbing back to the main trunk to access a new 
branch! Julie Collett 
 

 

Water Gum in flower                         Photo: J. Collett 

Repsimus Beetle 
 

Repsimus Beetle  Photo: J. Collett 

 

If you are interested in volunteering to help with the BirdLife Shorebird 2020 survey in late 
January, please contact Amy Harris at amyharris@environment.nsw.gov.au 



 
ENHS members have many stories to tell about their 
observations of nature. ‘My Patch’ is a forum where these 
stories can be shared with others and will be published both 
in the newsletter and on the website. Photos are welcome. 
Please send your contributions to mypatch@enhs.org.au 
 
Thanks to John Gordon who suggested the name and Trevor 
King who designed the logo. Julie Morgan 
 
 

 
Massed Coot befuddle Swamp Harrier 
On Sunday 22 September, Heather and I walked from the north end of Bevian Road (which is now totally 
impassable to ordinary traffic and awkward in parts by foot) down to Bevian Swamp. There were not many 
birds anywhere, the best being a male Satin Bowerbird and his bower. On the swamp, which was full, were 
the usual Australasian Grebe, about 20 Black Swan near the southern-shore, one White-faced Heron, and 
nothing else. Not one duck to be seen! 
 
Suddenly, the very loud noise of about 100 ducks taking off from water – but we cannot see anything! 
Unusually, the noise continues, then stops, then starts again. We realise that there’s an immature Swamp 
Harrier flying over the swamp, dipping a little above but behind the reed-island out from us, and that noise 
roars again. I run sideways to see behind the reeds, and there is a flock of 100 Eurasian Coot swimming all 
bunched together, so tightly that often a bird pops out on top of the others, and flutters around till it can get 
down on the water again. As the Swamp Harrier approaches, the coots all together start beating the water, 
rapidly raising and lowering their wings, creating noise and spray about twice the height of the birds, and the 
Harrier shies away. It tried about eight times until we left, with the same result each time.  
 
When the Harrier landed on a swamp-side tree, the coots drifted apart, but soon resumed their tightly packed 
flotilla if it took off again. We were unable to stay till the harrier left; but it was obvious the coots did not 
intend to lose.  Peter Haughton 
 
Carnivorous Swamp Hen! 
As I was walking home from the school bus this morning I went for a wee ramble around the Eurobodalla 
Regional Botanic Gardens, actually seeking out the pardalotes which it seems ‘EVERYBODY’ has seen, 
except me that is. But, no luck!  
  
However, as I was coming up the path from the kiddies’ walk towards the lagoon/arboretum I heard a bit of 
squawking up on the brow of the hill, and could see a duck family through the vegetation, one that I hadn't 
seen before, judging by the size of the ducklings. ‘Oh, that's nice!’ I thought, ‘another Wood Duck family.’ 
A moment later I heard more squawking and looking back, I could see three adult-sized birds having a bit of 
a bingle, shall I say. However, I couldn't see for sure what the three birds were and assumed they were two 
parents, and possibly a third-full-sized duck. But when I came over the brow of the hill into the open, 
possibly four to six seconds later, there was a Swamp Hen with a duckling in its beak, and the duck parents 
slightly noisy but seemingly resigned to the fact of life, and intent on not losing another one. The swampie 
took the duckling to the water's edge, giving it a bit of a shake as it went. As I moved forward it briefly 
dropped the duckling – sufficiently maimed to be going nowhere but around in circles on the muddy edge – 
and again took it in its beak and into the reeds. 
 
Obviously, I have no idea whether the intent was to use the duckling as a food source or to restrict 
competition for its own chicks’ food sources, or some other reason I can't even begin to guess at. I don't 
know if the Swamp Hen was one of the parents we have in the gardens at the moment, though there were 
swampie chicks – Ah! So cute…unless of course you're a Wood Duck!! – very close. Given that I have only 
ever seen them being very herbivorous, I was shocked to see this and wondered, are there any other records 
of such an incident?  Lynne Anlezark 
 
Footscray fan 
I was recently asked to speak to the local garden club about the birds of the local area, specifically Mystery 
Bay, but my discussion encompassed the wider Eurobodalla Region, and strayed into regions beyond. I was 



able to give the Eurobodalla Natural History Society some publicity, and handed out some of the recently 
published ‘Birds of the Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens’ leaflets. 
 
As often happens with such meetings, my talk generated a number of interesting anecdotes from the audience 
– one in particular, a cute story! Kara told of a young boy in Mystery Bay who owned a Cockatiel. The bird’s 
‘party trick’ was to whistle a few bars from the Footscray Football Club anthem. Somehow the Cockatiel 
escaped from its aviary, and I remembered seeing a number of sad little ‘Cockatiel Lost’ signs appearing 
around the village. 
 
The bird’s disappearance was soon gone from our minds, but no doubt still very much in the forefront of the 
mind of its bereaved owner. His search continued for many months. The story has a happy ending though! 
About 12 months later, the Cockatiel was seen amongst a group of galahs. It had managed to survive in the 
wild by joining forces with the local ‘Galah Gang’. And it was still whistling the Footscray Football Club 
anthem.  Mandy Anderson 
 
The White-faced Heron and the lobelias 
In my garden, I currently have a bed of Lobelia plants, which have been quite floriferous and colourful. The 
other day I noticed that some of them were lying flat. I naturally thought that they needed watering, which I 
subsequently attended to. 
 
The next morning I saw a White-faced Heron walking about in the vicinity of the lobelias, and looking as if 
he/she was scratching in the soil. But as I moved closer I could see that the bird was stamping on the flat 
plants, three times with one foot, and then three times with the other, repeating this several times. No wonder 
the plants were lying down. Next, the Heron stood very still, before suddenly stabbing its beak into the 
vegetation. An unfortunate little garden skink was the target, a garden skink that quickly disappeared down 
the bird’s throat. I wondered if stamping on the ground, presumably to create vibrations that would disturb 
potential prey, is usual behaviour for a White-faced Heron?  Jenny Liney 
 
 
INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 
Please note that interesting sightings are also posted on the ‘Members’ sightings’ page of our website. 
Monthly highlights are also available on the ‘Observations and Records’ page of the website. 
 
Up to 6 Musk Duck at PS, 1 duckling and 2 juveniles. (JM) 
Beach cast Prion sp at Pedro Pt in October. (JM) 
Hundreds of Wedgetailed Shearwater off BP, Bingie, TS and MB. (JW/DHK/FM/MA) 
Up to 300 hundred Fluttering Shearwater off BP in October. (JW) 
Thousands of Short-tailed Shearwater off Wasp Head, Cullendulla, BP, MHS, Pedro Pt, MO, MB. Many 
beach cast with a maximum 445 between MHS and Pedro Pt in November. (DB/JW/JM/NM/FM/AC) 
One to three Common Diving Petrel at MHS, Pedro Pt, TS and MB. (JM/G. Mendel/FM) 
Three Yellow-billed Spoonbill at Bergalia, 2 at Com and 1 at BI. (MA/JC/DO) 
Single Spotted Harrier at Com in October and November. (JC) 
Up to 3 Buff-banded Rail at TS and 1 at PP. (JH/MA/FM)  
Up to 13 Black-winged Stilt at Com, 2 at Nangudga. (JC/MA) 
Up to 5 Pacific Golden Plover at TS and MB. (WN/MA/FM) 
Single Grey Plover at TS. (WN) 
Latham’s Snipe have returned to BBWG, 2 at Com. (DB/JC) 
Two Common Greenshank at TS. (WN) 
One Grey-tailed Tattler at TS and MB. (FM/MA) 
Single Ruddy Turnstone at MB. (FM) 
A Great Knot at TS. (FM) 
Up to 8 Red Knot at TS. (WN/FM) 
Max 10 Sanderling at TS. (WN/PJP/FM) 
Three White-fronted Tern at MB. (MA) 
Single Whiskered Tern at Com in September. (JC) 
Single Brush Bronzewing at Bodalla in September. (MA) 
Two Bar-shouldered Dove at Cullendulla, 1 at BP. (DB/JW) 
Single Red-browed Treecreeper at Illawong NR and MYA SF. (FM/AC/JM) 
Southern Emu-wren at Cullendulla, 3 at Illawong NR. (DB/FM) 
Single Pilotbird at Deua NP in September. (AC/JM) 



Single Yellow-throated Scrubwren at Currowan Ck in September and October. (IAG) 
Large-billed Scrubwren calling at Deua NP in September. (AC/JM) 
Four Buff-rumped Thornbill at MYA in September. (AC/JM) 
Twenty Yellow-tufted Honeyeater at Wadbilliga Junction in September. (FM) 
Up to 5 Spotted Quail-thrush at Deua NP. (AC/JM)  
Max 30 White-breasted Woodswallow at PS, first return 14th October. (JM)  
Six White-winged Triller at Belowra and Com, call at Deua River valley. (JC/M. Summerhayes) 
Fifty Little Raven at Com, 1 at NA, call at MO. (JC/MA/NM) 
Single Green Catbird returns to garden at Tebbs Rd, NA. (JMG) 
Single Rufous Songlark at MYA. (JM)  
Up to 3 Little Grassbird at PS, 2 at Illawong NR and Com. (JM/FM/JC) 
Koala seen on the ground just past the monument at Nerringundah. (V&D Byard) 
 
VULNERABLE AND THREATENED SPECIES 
 
Single Square-tailed Kite at MKS, MYA, PS and MB. (SMG/JM/MA) 
Up to 17 Australian Pied Oystercatcher at TS (including 6 nests), 8 at Cullendulla, 7 at MB, 5 at NA, max 
4 at Mullimburra Pt, 3 at Corunna and WL, 2 at MHS, MO, Kelly’s L, Tilba L, 1 at MHN, Grey Rocks and 
BI. (WN/JH/MA/DB/DHK/ORN/AC/JM/SMG/DO) 
Fourteen Sooty Oystercatcher at Cullendulla, 8 at MB, 6 at Mullimburra Pt, 3 at Mutton Fish Pt and Pedro 
Pt, 2 at BP, Corunna, MO, Candlagan, singles at TS, Broulee, Rosedale and Shark Bay. 
(JH/MA/DB/DHK/ORN/HR/AC/JM/JW/NM/FM) 
Single Lesser Sand Plover at TS in November. (FM) 
Two Greater Sand Plover at TS in November. (FM) 
More than 100 Little Tern at TS, 49 nests with 96 eggs 
in November. (WN/FM) 
At least 10 Fairy Tern at TS, first nest with eggs on 
19th November. (WN/FM) 
Copulating Little and Fairy Tern. See photo to right. 
(WN) 
Up to 8 Glossy Black Cockatoo at MKS, 5 at Bodalla, 
4 at Kianga, 3 at BP, PS, Bergalia and CO, 2 at 
Belimbla Bridge, Nerringundah and MO, juvenile at PS. 
(SMG/JL/MA/G. Swarbrick/JW/JM/DHK/ 
FM/JC/NM) 
Eighteen Gang-gang Cockatoo at MYA, single at Bergalia, call at MKS and MB. (AC/JM/DHK/SMG 
/MA) 
Up to 50 Little Lorikeet at BP, 7 at PS, 2 at MYA SF, Illawong NR and MB. (JW/JM/MA/AC/FM)  
Five Swift Parrot at BP and 2 at Murramarang in September. (JW/DB) 
A Powerful Owl calls at Com in October. (JC) 
Up to 12 White-fronted Chat at TS in October and November. (WN/FM) 
Two female Flame Robin at Deua NP in September. (AC/JM) 
Male Scarlet Robin at Deua NP in September. (AC/JM) 
Up to 13 Varied Sittella at Com, 4 at MKS and PS, 3 at Wadbilliga Junction, 1 at Cullendulla, calls at Deua 
NP. (JC/SMG/JM/DB/FM/AC)  
Fourteen Diamond Firetail at Belowra. (JC/FM) 
Hundreds of Grey-headed Flying Fox at BBWG (DB). 
 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM SPRING 
The following records are from September to November 2013. 

GROUND BIRDS. 8 Emu at TS (WN); up to 20 Stubble Quail at Com (JC); Brown Quail at Com and 
MB (JC/MA).   

WATERSIDE. More than 40 Black Swan at OMBS and WL (TH/MA); up to 150 Aust Wood Duck, 200 
Pacific Black Duck, 30 Grey and 150 Chestnut Teal at Com (JC); 10  Hardhead at PS; beachcast Shy 
Albatross at MB in October (FM); max 20 Aust Grebe at MB (MA); up to 4 Hoary-headed Grebe at MO 
(NM); up to 25 Aust White Ibis and 50 Straw-necked at MYA (JL); up to 10 Royal Spoonbill at MB 
(MA); up to 8 Nankeen Night Heron at Com, 2 in breeding plumage in November; 3 Striated Heron at TS 
(WN); max 15 Cattle Egret at MYA, some in breeding plumage in November (JL/JM); up to 7 White-
necked Heron at Com; Eastern Great Egret throughout local waters, up to 4 at MYA (JL); an 

A Little and a Fairy Tern                   Photo: J. Cornish 



Intermediate at Com; max 19 White-faced Heron at TS (WN); up to 8 Little Egret at Nangudga (JM); an 
Eastern Reef Egret at BP and Mullimburra Pt (JW/DHK); up to 107 Aust Pelican at TS (WN); max 25 
Aust Gannet at MB including 2 juveniles (FM); up to 10 Little Pied Cormorant at MYA (JL); 300-400 
Little Black at TS (JH); 4 Pied at TS and 1 at Pedro Pt (FM/WN/JM); max 100 Great at TS (WN); single 
Darter at TS, Com, PP and NA (WN/JH/JC/MA). 

RAPTORS. 6 Aust Kestrel at Com including 4 dependent young (JC); max 4 Brown Falcon at Com, 
nesting at Com and Belowra (JC/FM); single Peregrine at BP and PS (JW/JM); 1 or 2 Black-shouldered 
Kite at Bergalia, TS, Com, Eurobodalla Rd, MB and Coolagolite; up to 4 Whistling at TS (WN); max 5 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle at MB (FM); up to 3 Swamp Harrier at PS including nest with 2 juveniles, 
singles at Barlings and Illawong NR (JM/JW/FM); 1 or 2 Grey Goshawk at ERBG, MYA SF, PS and MB; 
up to 2 Brown at PS at nest (JM); single Collared Sparrowhawk at PS and MYA (JM); 1 or 2 Wedge-
tailed Eagle widespread. 

CRAKES, RAILS, GALLINULES & BUTTON-QUAIL. Up to 60 Purple Swamphen at PS; max 6 
Dusky Moorhen at Com, 2 at MO (JC/NM); up to 80 Eurasian Coot at Com; 2 Painted Button-quail at PS 
in October. 

WADERS. Up to 20 Masked Lapwing at Com; up to 40 Red-capped Plover at TS, 14 at MO, 3 at MHS  
(WN/DHK/JM/NM/FM); up to 4 Black-fronted Dotterel at Com and MO, 2 at Bingie, single at 
Mullimburra Pt (JC/DHK/NM); 8 Bar-tailed Godwit at TS, 5 at BB, single at Com (JH/WN/FM/DB/JC); a 
Whimbrel at TS (WN); up to 25 Eastern Curlew at MHS, 10 at TS, 8 at Cullendulla, single at BI (JM/JH/ 
WN/DB/DO/FM); up to 30 Red-necked Stint at TS (FM/WN); more than 200 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at 
Com, max 17 at TS, 5 at MHS, 1 at MO (JC/WN/FM/JM/NM). 

SKUAS, GULLS & TERNS. Max 50 Silver Gull at MO and TS (NM/FM); 10 Caspian Tern at BB, 9 at 
Cullendulla, 4 at TS (DB/JH/WN/FM); more than 200 Crested at MB (FM). 

OTHER NON-PASSERINES. More than 35 Rock Dove at NA (MA); max 15 White-headed Pigeon at 
MKS (SMG); up to 10 Spotted Dove at MB (AC); max 5 Brown Cuckoo-Dove at MKS (SMG); up to 8 
Common Bronzewing at MKS and Com; max 11 Crested Pigeon at Com; up to 13 Wonga at Belowra Rd, 
nest with 2 young at NA (JC/B Jenkins); Peaceful Dove calling at Com; max 36 Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoo at BP (JW); more than 40 Galah at MB (MA); max 30 Little Corella at MB (AC); up to 10 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo at Com; up to 500 Rainbow Lorikeet at flowering Forest Red Gum at BP; max 
100 Musk  at flowering Forest Red Gum at BP and MYA (JM/JM); up to 15 Crimson Rosella at PS and 
MB (JM/AC); max 15 Eastern at Com; up to 20 Aust King-Parrot at MKS (SMG); 2 Pallid Cuckoo at 
Com, 1 at Belowra and OMBS (JC/TH); up to 3 Brush at PS, 2 at Wadbilliga Junction and Cullendulla, calls 
at MKS and Com; Fan-tailed widespread, with a max of 3 at PS; 2 Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo at Com, 
calls at BP, MKS, PS and Belowra; 2 Shining at PS, Bingie and Com, 1 at Cullendulla and MO, calls at 
MKS, Belowra and Illawong NR; up to 6 Eastern Koel at MYA (JL); max 6 Channel-billed Cuckoo at MB 
(MA); a Southern Boobook at MB, calling at MKS, Bergalia, Com and Coolagolite 
(AC/DHK/SMG/JC/MA/DO); 3 Tawny Frogmouth at CO including 2 young, 2 at TS, 1 at MO, BP, call at 
MKS (I Hendley/JH/NM/JW/SMG); first return of White-throated Nightjar 30th September, call at MKS in 
October (SMG/JM); 1 or 2 Aust Owlet-nightjar at Com; first return of two White-throated Needletail on 
23rd November at PS, more than 40 at Com and Coolagolite, 10 at Bingie, single at MKS 
(JM/JC/DO/DHK/SMG); first return of Dollarbird on 30th September, max 6 at Com; max 30 Laughing 
Kookaburra at MB (AC); up to 10 Sacred Kingfisher at PS; 2 Azure at Com and Wadbilliga Junction, 1 at 
Illawong NR, MB and Coolagolite (JC/FM/AC/DO). 

PASSERINES. Two Superb Lyrebird at Deua NP, single at Coolagolite, calls at MYA SF and Wandera 
(AC/JM/DO/FM/JVD); up to 6 White-throated Treecreeper at Deua NP (AC/JM); max 20 Variegated 
Fairy-wren at PS; up to 40 Superb including many young at Com; max 10 Spotted Pardalote and nest 
building at MB (MA/AC/ORN); 4 Striated at Com and Belowra, single at MO, calls at PS (JC/FM/JM/NM); 
up to 9 White-browed Scrub-wren at Com; 8 Brown Gerygone at MB (MA); first return of White-
throated on 12th September at MKS, up to 6 at Com, 2 at MYA SF, calls at Belowra, Wadbilliga Junction, 
PS, Bergalia and Bodalla; max 30 Brown Thornbill at MKS and Com; up to 20 Yellow-rumped at Com; 
max 15 Yellow at PS; up to 40 Striated at PS; max 50 Yellow-faced Honeyeater at MKS; White-eared 
calling at MKS and Deua NP (SMG/AC/JM); Fuscous calling at MKS in September; up to 6 Lewin’s at 
MKS; Bell Miner colonies at Deua NP, MYA SF, Bodalla, Wadbilliga Junction and Belowra; up to 12 
Brown-headed Honeyeater at MKS, 6 at Com (including young), 4 at PS, 2 at Belowra, calls at Illawong 
NR, MYA SF and Wadbilliga Junction; max 20 White-naped at PS including young; up to 20 Noisy 
Friarbird at PS; max 20 Little Wattlebird at BP and MB; up to 20 Red at BP, PS and MB; 4 Crescent 
Honeyeater at Wandera (JM/JVD); max 40 New Holland and 20 White-cheeked breeding at MKS (SMG);  
up to 10 Eastern Spinebill at MKS; max 20 Scarlet Honeyeater at Com; up to 12 Eastern Yellow Robin at 



MKS; up to 10 Jacky Winter at Com; 2 Rose Robin at Deua NP and MB, calls at Illawong NR, MKS, Com 
and NA (AC/JM/MA/SMG/FM/JC/JMG); max 8 Eastern Whipbird at MB; up to 10 Golden Whistler at 
Deua NP; max 10 Rufous at Com and Belowra; no more than 6 Grey Shrike-thrush at PS and Com; 4 
Crested Shrike-tit at MKS, 2 at Com and Belowra; 2 Rufous Fantail at MKS, singles at MYA, PS, MO 
and NA (SMG/FM/JM/NM/JMG); Grey widespread, max 20 at Com; up to 20 Willie Wagtail at Com; 4 
Black-faced Monarch at PS, 2 at Cullendulla, 1 at MYA SF, MO, NA and MB, calls at MKS 
(JM/DB/AC/FM/NM/MA/JMG/SMG); max 15 Magpie-lark at Com including nest with 3 young; up to 12 
Leaden Flycatcher at PS; 4 Restless at Com including 2 young, 2 at Belowra (JC); max 6 Grey 
Butcherbird at PS; up to 60 Aust Magpie at Com; max 10 Pied Currawong at MYA, PS and TS; 4 Dusky 
Woodswallow at Belowra (JC); first return of Cicadabird 8th October, up to 6 at PS, 1 at MYA SF, calls at 
BP and MKS;  up to 7 Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike at PS; max 3 White-bellied at PS, calls at MKS; up to 9 
Aust Figbird at MYA, call at TS (JM/GM); max 10 Olive-backed Oriole at PS; max 50 Australian Raven 
at Com, no more than 8 elsewhere; up to 21 White-winged Chough at PS, 9 at MB, 8 at Belowra, 7 at 
OMBS, 6 at Bergalia, CO and WL, 5 at Coolagolite (JM//MA/AC/TH/DHK/DO/FM/JC); more than 12 
Satin Bowerbird at MB; up to 100 Common Starling at Com; 3 Common Myna at MYA, 2 at Com 
(JL/JM/MA/JC); up to 60 Welcome Swallow at Com; max 20 Tree Martin at Com; up to 100 Silvereye at 
PS; up to 6 Aust Reed Warbler at PS, 2 at Com, calls at Illawong NR and Broulee (JM/JC/FM/JW); 6 
Golden-headed Cisticola at Com; up to 3 Mistletoebird at PS, at MYA, MYA SF and MB, calls at MKS 
and Com; max 20 House Sparrow at MYA, 6 at BB and 2 at Com (JL/JW/JC); 14 Aust Pipit at Com, 6 at 
Belowra, 5 at TS, 2 at Bingie; up to 40 Red-browed Finch at Com; 6 European Goldfinch at Belowra in 
September (FM). 

MAMMALS. Up to 3 Short-beaked Echidna at MB, 2 at BP, singles at PS, Rosedale, MKS, TS and 
Coolagolite; signs of Spotted-tailed Quoll at PS; a Long-nosed Bandicoot at Broulee, Coolagolite and 
diggings at MB (JW/DO/MA); a Common Wombat at MKS, signs at Coolagolite (SMG/DO); Sugar 
Glider calls at BP and Com; 2 Common Ringtail Possum at MB; 6 Common Brushtail Possum at Com, 2 
at BP, 1 at Coolagolite; max 60 Eastern Grey Kangaroo at Coolagolite; up to 6 Red-necked Wallaby at 
Coolagolite, 4 at Bodalla, 2 at TS and PP (DO/MA/GM); up to 10 Swamp Wallaby at PS; a Swamp Rat at 
Coolagolite; a Red Fox at MKS (SMG); up to 3 Aust Fur Seal at BP (JW); fewer Rabbits at MB than usual 
(MA); up to 54 Bottle-nosed Dolphin frolicking and feeding from first light to 10am at BP, more than 30 at 
DY (JW/AC); 2 Southern Right Whale at MHS in September (S&K Arnold-Garvey); 5 Humpback at MB, 
4 at MHS and 3 at BP (FM/MA/JM/JW). 

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS. Up to 10 Snake-necked Turtle at Com, BP, 1 at Illawong NR, PS and 
Coolagolite, widespread reports of egg laying; Dark-flecked Sunskink at BP, MYA and Mossy Pt; Pale-
flecked at BP and MYA; single Weasel Skink at BP and Mossy Pt (JW/HR); 2 Eastern Blue-tongue at 
Com and BP, 1 at Mossy Pt, MYA, TS and MB; up to 5 Jacky Lizard Coolagolite, 3 at PS, 1 at BP 
(JM/DO/JW); an Eastern Water Dragon at MYA (JL); up to 10 Gippsland Water Dragon at Com, 2 at 
Coolagolite; 3 Lace Monitor at PS, 2 at Belowra, 1 at MKS, Deua NP, MB and Coolagolite; a Diamond 
Python at BP, a 3 metre adult in a frog pond and a young one at MB (JW/AC); 2 Red-bellied Black Snakes 
at PS, Coolagolite and MB, singles at BP, MKS, Com, Wadbilliga Junction and Belowra. Frogs seen or 
heard: Common Eastern Froglet, Eastern Banjo, Brown-striped, Haswell’s Froglet, Bibron’s, Smooth 
and Tyler’s Toadlets, Eastern Sedge Frog, Keferstein’s, Brown, Jervis Bay, Peron’s, Tyler’s and 
Verreaux’s Tree Frogs (JW/HR/JL/JM/JC/FM/AC/DO). 
 
MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES. Moths: Cone Case Moth larvae, Australian Bag, Plume, Foresters, 
Cabbage Centre Grub, Black and Red-lined Geometrid, Hakea, Triangular, Emerald sp, Cream Wave, 
Plantain, Mecynata, Pleasia Carpet, Sodaliata, Subidaria, She-oak larva, Banded Porela, Common Anthelid, 
Coprosma and Cizara Hawk, Banded Lichen, Heliotrope, Magpie, Tiger, Crimson Tiger, Northern Old Lady, 
Old Lady, Tobacco Looper, Whistling, Vine, Mistletoe, Black Noctuid, Green-blotched, Bogong, Brown and 
Variable Cutworm, Native Budworm. Butterflies: Splendid Ochre, White-brand Grass-skipper, Narrow-
brand Grass-dart, Orchard Swallowtail, Small Grass-yellow, Black Jezebel, Caper and Cabbage White, 
Dusky Knight, Brown Ringlet, Varied Sword-grass Brown, Forest, Wonder and Common Brown, Meadow 
Argus, Aust Painted Lady, Yellow Admiral, Monarch, Common Grass Blue (JW/JM/JC/JL/AC/FM/J.Fearn). 

OTHER INSECTS. Bugs: Water Boatman, Water Strider, Metallic Jewell, Harlequin, Bronze Orange Seed. 
Cicadas: Double-spotted, Black Squeaker, Razor Grinder. Beetles: Net-winged, Plague Soldier, Fiddler, 
Christmas, Green Christmas, White Christmas, Clerid, Botany Bay Weevil. Ladybirds: Transverse, 
Variable, Twenty-six Spotted, Common Spotted, Spotted Amber, Striped. Damsel/Dragonflies: Common 
and Aurora Bluetail, Tau Emerald, Blue Skimmer, Common Glider, Blue-spotted Hawker, Swamp Flat-tail. 
Others: Fly: Hover, Crane, Robber, Snail Parasitic Blowfly. Wasp: Orange Caterpillar Parasitic, Yellow 
Ichneumon, Ant Lion. (JC/JM/JL/DO/AC). 



SPIDERS. St Andrew’s Cross, Huntsman, Little Striped Wolf, Garden Wolf, Daddy Long-legs, Black 
House, Water, White-tailed, Leaf-curling, Jumping, Crab, Red Back, Wheel-weaving Garden,  (JW/JC/JL). 

BLOSSOM. Forest Red Gum prolific, Blue-leaved Stringybark, Needlebush, Straight, Black and Hickory 
Wattle, Everlasting, Sweet Pittosporum, Australian Indigo, Common Fringe Lily, Prickly Shaggy Pea, Dusky 
and Purple Coral Pea, Leafy Purple-flag, Purple Fan-flower, Rice-flower, Thyme Pink-bells, Victorian 
Christmas Bush, Cut-leaved Mint Bush, Gum and Milk Vine, Grass Tree, Hazel Pomaderris, Trailing Guinea 
Flower, Kunzea, Blue Flax-lily, Hyacinth Orchid (Dipodium roseum and D. variegatum). (Please note that 
the common names used here are those adopted by PlantNET.) 

RAINFALL. September: 87.5mm at BP, 116.5mm at MKS, 123.5mm at MYA, 77mm at PS, 120.5mm at 
Com, 85.5mm at MB, 111.5mm at Coolagolite. October: 31.5mm at BP, 20mm at MKS, 11mm at MYA, 
11mm at PS, 17mm at Com, 19.5mm at MB, 23.75mm at Coolagolite. November: 231mm at BP, 203.5mm 
at MKS, 227mm at MYA, 246mm at PS, 245.5mm at TS, 189mm at Com, 156.5mm at MB, 203.25mm at 
Coolagolite. 
 
 
Contributors      Abbreviations 
MA M Anderson, MB BB Batemans Bay 
DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside BBWG Batemans Bay Water Gardens 
AC A Christiansen, MB  BI Bermagui 
JC  J&P Collett, Comerang BP Burrewarra Point 
IAG I&A Grant, Lilli Pilli Com Comerang 
SMG S&M Guppy, MKS CO Congo 
JH J&J Houghton, TS DS Durras 
TH T Hunt, OMBS DY Dalmeny 
DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 
JVD J Learson, Malua Bay MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 
JL J&J Liney, MYA MO Meringo 
GM G Macnamara, TS MYA Moruya 
NM  N Montgomery, MO MH Moruya Heads, N&S 
JM J Morgan, PS MB Mystery Bay 
WN W Nelson, TS NA Narooma 
ORN O Niennattrakul & R Nipperess, MB NP National Park 
DO D Ondinea, Coolagolite NR Nature Reserve 
HR H Ransom, Mossy Pt PS Pedro Swamp 
JW J Whiter, BP PDD Percy Davis Drive, Broulee 
FM Field Meeting PP Potato Point 
 S&K Arnold-Garvey SB Surf Beach 
 J Fearn SF State Forest 
 I Hendley TS Tuross 
 G Mendel WL Wallaga Lake 
 G Swarbrick, Kianga   
 M Summerhayes, Deua River valley   
 V&D Byard   
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