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ENHS members have created history by finding the largest number of Swift Parrots (Lathamas discolor) 

ever recorded in the one location. An estimated 1,000 birds were seen on 2 days in August in the Bodalla 

State Forest, feeding on Spotted Gum blossom in a forest that also contained Blackbutt, Silvertop Ash and 

Stringybark. This thousand represents half of the total known population in Australia and is a significant 

sighting, as the largest number of Swift Parrots seen previously at one time was 350. 

 

After the May surveys (when we assisted 

BirdLife Australia’s Chris Tzaros and Dean 

Ingwersen in locating around 500 Swift Parrots 

scattered in forests from South Brooman in the 

north to Bodalla in the south) sites were 

mapped and I volunteered to coordinate surveys 

to monitor the species during the August survey 

period. With very few reports of the species in 

any other area of NSW, Victoria and 

Queensland, it was likely that the birds spent 

the winter in the Eurobodalla. We began the 

recent surveys of Swift Parrots in the last week 

of July and located groups of 10 to 50 Swift 

Parrots in many of the same areas where they 

were found in May: the Boyne, Benadarah, 

Mogo and Bodalla State Forests.  

 

Dianne Deans, Lucy Gibson and I discovered the large group of Swift Parrots on Mitchells Ridge Road in 

the Bodalla State Forest, on Tuesday August 7
th
 2012, as part of the systematic surveys. At first we found 

100 Swift Parrots feeding in the young Spotted Gums by the side of the road and were thrilled to be able to 

get good views of the birds (very often when surveying, Swift Parrots were quite difficult to see as they feed 

high up in the flowering gums). While we were observing this group, I could hear more birds calling in a 

gully to the south so we investigated further and found a track that led into the gully. We walked along this 

track for approximately 200 metres and found ourselves surrounded by hundreds of Swift Parrots. We could 

not believe what we were seeing and hearing so I rang Chris Tzaros to report what we were experiencing – 

he was convinced that this was the largest concentration of this species ever recorded.  

 

The next day a group of ENHS members met on site to monitor the activity of the group leading up to sunset, 

when we hoped to do a count as the birds came in to roost. We arrived at 2.30pm and found at least 1,000 

Swift Parrots in the trees on both sides of Mitchells Ridge Road. The sound was deafening, not a common 

description of Swift Parrot calls. We were stunned and excited. We could see the birds feeding on the 

Spotted Gum blossom, flocks of 2 to 50 birds moving from tree to tree. A flock of 100 circled and then left 

the area and the large group gradually dispersed. The flock returned later in the day to roost, 200 returned to 

the area next to Mitchells Ridge Rd, the rest gathered in the gully to the south. 

 

1,000 Swift Parrots – A RECORD GATHERING 

 

Swift Parrot                                                             Photo: C.Tzaros 

http://www.enhs.org.au/


On Thursday August 9
th
, 500 birds were observed at the site, and there were still 200 birds present on 

Saturday August 11
th
 but the big group was no longer roosting there. We had a number of reports of Swift 

Parrots in Bermagui and I began to investigate what possible route they might have taken to get there. I 

looked for areas of suitable forest and decided that the area behind Central Tilba looked promising. On 

Tuesday August 14
th
, Mandy Anderson and I travelled these roads and found a group of Swift Parrots on 

Armatage Road. We climbed a hill and found hundreds of birds gathering for a lunchtime feed and rest. We 

were again surrounded by the calls and could see dozens of birds in each tree. We estimated the group at 

around 500 and suspected that they were part of the original group seen at Mitchells Ridge Road a few days 

earlier.  

 

The Swift Parrot is listed as ‘endangered’ under the Commonwealth’s Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. These sightings have confirmed the south coast of NSW as an important 

area for the species. When we began the surveys, we had hoped to locate at least a few Swift Parrots and to 

investigate whether they were still at sites recorded earlier in May. The results far exceeded our expectations! 

Thanks to all members who volunteered to assist in this important survey work. Julie Morgan 

 
Our discovery generated much media attention. If you are interested you can listen to the radio interview at 

www.blogs.abc.net.au/nsw/2012/08/mass-sighting-of-endangered-swift-parrot-in-

eurobodalla.html?site=southeastnsw&program=south_east_nsw_mornings  

Or read the articles at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/media/OEHMedia12081402.htm and 

www.australiangeographic.com.au/journal/half-of-worlds-population-of-native-parrot-seen-in-one-flock.htm  
 

 

 

 

 

Field Meetings: Saturday October 13, 2pm Mogo  Meet at the corner of Church and Veitch Streets, west 

of the Princes Highway. We will walk up Short Street towards Mogo State Forest to look at the spring 

wildflowers, lots of purples and yellows.   

 

Sunday October 28, 9am Comerang Farm, Bodalla  Meet opposite the Bodalla Police Station. Julie and 

Peter Collett will lead a walk on their farm next to the Tuross River. Rufous Songlark, Stubble Quail, White-

winged Triller, Whistling Kite, Brown Falcon. 

 

Saturday November 10, 2pm Meringo  Meet at the Bingi turnoff, intersection of Princes Hwy and Bingi 

Rd. Coastal forest and headland walks.  Rufous Fantail, Scarlet Honeyeater, Cicadabird, Brown Gerygone 

and a variety of raptors. 

 

Sunday November 25, 9am Waders  The venue for the final field meeting of the year will depend on wader 

activity, the weather and water levels in the estuaries. Please check the Field Meetings page of the website or 

call Julie on 4474 5888 or Mandy on 4473 7651 for details after November 20. If conditions are unsuitable 

for waders, an alternative walk will be proposed. 

 

Welcome to new members…. 
 

A warm welcome to Allan Mail of the ACT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all ENHS members who have volunteered to ‘Adopt a beach’ to monitor the ‘famous four’ – 

Hooded Plover, Little Tern and the Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers. We have 16 members covering beaches 

from Durras in the north to Bermagui in the south and already have a more comprehensive picture of the 

population of oystercatchers as a result of the program. We have had a report of five Hooded Plover at 

Wallaga Lake, including a juvenile, and Pied Oystercatcher eggs at Tilba Lake and Tuross. 

 

We are still looking for members who could monitor beaches from Batemans Bay to Barlings. Please contact 

Julie Morgan if you are willing to help. Contact details at the end of the newsletter. 

 

 

What’s coming up… 

Adopt a beach program 

 

http://www.blogs.abc.net.au/nsw/2012/08/mass-sighting-of-endangered-swift-parrot-in-eurobodalla.html?site=southeastnsw&program=south_east_nsw_mornings
http://www.blogs.abc.net.au/nsw/2012/08/mass-sighting-of-endangered-swift-parrot-in-eurobodalla.html?site=southeastnsw&program=south_east_nsw_mornings
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/media/OEHMedia12081402.htm
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/journal/half-of-worlds-population-of-native-parrot-seen-in-one-flock.htm


 

 

 

Beginning in Spring 2012, our newsletter will change to a quarterly format and be published at the end of 

each season. The newsletter will be a comprehensive summary of the season and feature new sections to 

allow us to accommodate the increasing number of contributions from members. Please continue to submit 

articles for the newsletter by contacting Mandy Anderson or Julie Morgan.  

 

The website will provide a vehicle to keep members up to date with monthly sightings, both through 

members’ individual contributions to the Members’ sightings page and a monthly summary of interesting 

sightings from the Recorder which will be posted on the Observations and Records page. If you would like to 

post your sightings on the website but don’t have a password and instructions, or if you would prefer to 

receive a printed copy of the monthly summary of interesting sightings, please contact Julie Morgan. The 

Editorial Team 
 

 

 

 

 

Most of our migratory birds have already returned from their wintering grounds but there are a few species 

that appear in October including White-throated Needletail, Dollarbird, Sacred Kingfisher, White-throated 

Gerygone and Cicadabird. A migratory night bird, the White-throated Nightjar, also returns at this time of 

year to suitable areas where it breeds over the summer months. Its weird staccato laughing call can be heard 

at dusk and dawn; it has been described as the ‘kookaburra of the night’. If you are out spotlighting and 

manage to catch a flying White-throated Nightjar in a beam of light, its eyes shine bright red and seem quite 

large in relation to the size of the bird.  

 

Resident birds have been breeding for a while and there have been some early breeding records this year. 

Dimitris Bertzeletos saw New Holland Honeyeaters on the nest in July at Cullendulla, and Sarah and 

Michael Guppy reported 5 nests at Maulbrooks Road in August, including fledglings. I observed two New 

Holland Honeyeater fledglings and a Little Wattlebird fledgling at Moruya Heads in August. Wedge-tailed 

Eagle and White-bellied Sea-Eagle young will leave the nest at this time. Juvenile sea-eagles are very brown 

compared to their parents, with large white patches on the outer edges of the underwing and white on the 

underside of the tail. Wedge-tailed Eagle young can be distinguished from their parents by the rufous colour 

around the head, centre of the upperwing and vent.  

 

Our ‘Adopt a beach’ volunteers will be busy. On the estuaries, Little and Fairy Tern return to the south coast 

looking for suitable places to breed. Keep an eye out for nesting Pied Oystercatchers in the estuaries along 

our coast. Nests are situated on the ground and can be very difficult to find but the behaviour of adults 

sometimes gives away the presence of a nest. Hooded Plover breed from August to March and some young 

may already have fledged. Out to sea, Short and 

Wedge-tailed Shearwaters stream south to 

breeding grounds and the last of the whales are 

also moving south with their new young. 

 

Butterflies that emerge in October include the 

Orchard Swallowtail, Dusky Knight, Varied 

Sword-grass Brown and Yellow Admiral. Day-

flying moths also become active and are easily 

confused with their close relatives. These 

include the black and white Magpie Moth and 

Mistletoe Moth, and the black and orange Tiger 

Moth. You might also find the Northern Old 

Lady Moth hiding in your garage, shed or other 

outbuildings. Frogs come alive after spring rains 

and you will hear the calls of many of the tree 

frogs at this time including Keferstein’s, 

Peron’s, Tyler’s and Verreaux’s. Julie Morgan 

 

 

 

Our newsletter gets a spring clean 

 

Mistletoe Moth    Photo: J. Morgan 

What to expect in October/November 

 



 

 

Whenever I am tempted to thin out the grove of pittosporums in my garden to allow a little more sunshine 

into the yard, I notice the movement of one of the many birds who use them as shelter, a Black-faced 

Monarch, or on a very special occasion a Rufous Fantail, and I realise that these trees have become an 

important element in the micro-habitat that is my back yard. I planted numerous grevilleas to attract the 

nectar-feeders and have a series of bird-baths of different styles and heights. The birds have rewarded my 

efforts by visiting daily and the pittosporums obviously contribute to their sense of security. 

 

There is regularly a mixed flock of up to a 

dozen different species. My most common 

visitors to the grevilleas are the Eastern 

Spinebills, but they have been joined often 

by New Holland, White-eared, Lewin’s, 

White-naped, Yellow-faced and Scarlet 

Honeyeaters, as well as quite large groups of 

Silvereyes, Brown and Striated Thornbills, 

Brown Gerygones and a Grey Fantail or 

two. Quite often a little squadron of Superb 

or Variegated Fairy-wrens arrives, as well as 

a Grey Shrike-thrush, and my resident 

whipbirds. One of the little thornbills 

recently became either fascinated or very 

annoyed by his reflection in my decorative 

mirror, and for several days he hung on the 

side and attempted to scare himself away by 

pecking at his image. 

 

Last summer, the shrike-thrushes nested in the staghorn right next to my front door, so this plant had to be 

sacrificed in their honour. Since their departure, a few new leaves have struggled to make a fresh start, but I 

think the plant has suffered a severe setback and recovery will be very long-term. Some species have visited 

only once over the past 5 years, or at least rarely. I would love to see the Rose Robins a little more often, and 

the one visit from the Crested Shrike-tit has never been repeated. So the pittosporums stay and the sun is 

blocked which is quite welcome in the summer. Mandy Anderson 
 

 

 

 

 

Don McGregor, AKA the Lyrebird Man, led the field meeting in June to the Moruya State Forest and 

identified 5 different habitat sites for us to visit. Don spends much of his time in this forest monitoring the 

Superb Lyrebird population. He showed us a number of lyrebird mounds and an old nest, which was located 

in the fork of a tree, a metre and a half above the ground. Many lyrebirds called and we saw a male scoot 

across the road ahead of us while we were 

driving along Western Boundary Road. Birding 

highlights included a Spotted Quail-thrush that 

crossed the road in front of the lead car, a 

number of Mistletoebirds calling at each site we 

visited, and a good view of a Red-browed 

Treecreeper that was climbing up a tree and   

picking at the bark for insects.  

 

Don has set up a small drinking pond tucked 

away in the forest where he has photographed 

51 different bird species. During his many hours 

of sitting in a hide, he’s made some very 

interesting observations that are listed below. 

Thanks to Don and Gwen for a great outing. 
Julie Morgan 

 

 

Mixed feeding flocks 

 

Moruya State Forest observations 

 

Striated Thornbill    Photo: M. Anderson 

Wonga Pigeon   Photo: D. McGregor 



Don McGregor’s observations: 

 Wonga Pigeons and Common Bronzewings always walk into the area rather than fly in. 

 Lewin's Honeyeaters always indicate their approach with their machine gun-like calls. 

 When the female Eastern Whipbird at the pond answers her male friend she has her head down if he 

is close, or up if he is a long way away. 

 Birds of all species, if having a quick dip, always turn in the direction they intend to leave just before 

hitting the water. 

 The pecking order is very much determined by age, not necessarily size. 

 With blue pegs etc left nearby for the bowerbirds, adult males take them away whereas immature 

males drop them in the pond. 

 I observed a male Red-browed Finch pluck a stem of grass and hold it in his beak. The female 

pecked at the offering and then they mated. 

 Goannas, snakes and echidnas are regular drinkers. 

 Without doubt, the wariest of all my visitors is the Pied Currawong. 

 

 

 

 

At Narooma Town Wharf on Bluewater Drive, 

Narooma, there are at least 10 gigantic orange and 

white sea-stars. At almost a metre across, they are a 

version of Coscinasterias muricata. When you look 

down between the wharf and the cycle path, in 

among the oysters in the shallow water: there they 

are, no doubt feeding on the oysters, scallops and 

scraps, because they are known to be scavengers. 

The photograph was taken from above the surface 

at low tide, which is the best time to view them 

from dry land. They are reported to inhabit water 

up to 150 metres deep. 

 

One edition of Graham J. Edgar's book Australian 

Marine Life shows them as being almost uniform 

blue at Sandy Bay in Tasmania, while another 

edition shows them as pink and red at Port Lincoln 

in South Australia. Narooma's version is orange-red 

with a contrasting creamy-white pattern, unlike any reported on Google. They are also found in Western 

Australia, southern Queensland and New Zealand. Perhaps the colours are a mutation specific to an area or 

perhaps they are influenced by seasonal conditions. So little is known about these fascinating creatures. It is 

known, however, that if the legs are cut off, they will re-grow. How cool is that!  Robyn Miller 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Bush (Ricinocarpos pinifolius) is a not so common, but conspicuous plant when in flower in spring. 

It is usually found in coastal heath and woodland communities. The genus name comes from the likeness of 

its fruit to the castor oil plant (Ricinus) and the species name refers to its pine-like leaves. Its common name 

comes about because it is spectacular when in bloom, often totally covered in white, fragrant flowers. 

 

Wedding Bush is a small shrub, rarely more than 2 metres in height. Its leaves are spirally arranged, 2 to 4cm 

long, 1mm wide and usually point upwards. They are dull green above, paler below and the margins are 

rolled under. Flowers have 4 to 6 open, white petals 10 to 15mm long. However, while each flower looks 

similar, some only have male parts and others only female. There are usually several male flowers clustered 

around the female, and they can be distinguished by a mass of bright yellow stamens. The female flower 

produces a round, greenish fruit with short hard points, and this fruit splits to release 5 shiny seeds. I thought 

I had found the perfect plant for my garden. Not only is it attractive, but also it likes sandy soils, grows 

quickly, is frost and drought resistant and responds well to pruning. Unfortunately, there is a problem: it is 

very difficult to propagate, from both seed and cutting. However, it does appear to sucker and this could 

explain why it is often found growing in colonies. 

Eleven legs 

 

Sexual deviants of the plant world 

 

‘Eleven legs’   Photo: R. Miller 



Wedding Bush is a member of the 

Euphorbiaceae family and, like 

many members of this family, it has 

separate male and female flowers. 

Other examples include: Bleeding 

Heart (Omalanthus populifolis), 

Cheese Tree (Glochidion 

ferdinandi), Shrubby Spurge 

(Phyllanthus gunii) and Coffee 

Bush (Breynia oblongifolia).  

Another member of this family, 

Wallaby Bush (Beyeria lasiocarpa), 

has separate plants, one with only 

male flowers and one with only 

female flowers. This feature also 

occurs in other plants such as 

Lomandra, Macrozamia, Dodonaea, 

Pittosporum, Clematis, Tasmannia and, a very obvious one at the moment, Black Sheoak (Allocasuarina 

littoralis), with the male trees looking ' rusty ' due to the abundance of flowers. 

 

Knowledge of these sexual variations could be useful when choosing plants for the garden. If, for example 

you want to plant a Clematis microphyla for its showy flowers, you should choose a male plant; only a 

female Pepper Bush (Tasmannia lanceolata) will produce berries and if you like the reddish winged fruit of 

the Hop Bushes (Dodonaea), you will need a female plant. Fran Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

Stunning weather greeted us for our Sunday field meeting to Broulee Island Nature Reserve. National Parks 

and Wildlife Service Ranger Chris Howard met us in the car park and gave an overview of the history and 

geology of the area that we were about to explore.  He explained that it had not actually been an island since 

1988. Weather events have altered the shape and structure of the tombolo – yes a new word to add to the 

vocabulary.  A tombolo is not something that you would encounter at a casino, or a marble, but a specialised 

type of isthmus, it is a neck of land that joins an island with the mainland. 

 

So, armed with a new piece of knowledge, we headed across the beach of Shark Bay, which Chris explained 

had been named because the sheltered bay and rocks were used by Port Jackson and Wobbegong Sharks as a 

breeding ground. Chris has a good knowledge of the botany of the region and was able to point out to us the 

two endangered ecological communities 

represented on Broulee Island – the Littoral 

Rainforest and the Bangalay Sand Forest. There 

were many fine examples of Cheese Tree and Grey 

Myrtle within the rainforest on the southern and 

more protected parts of the island, as well as a fine 

stand of Bangalay in the sand forest on the northern 

slope. The vegetation has made a strong recovery 

from the almost total clearing during the 19
th
 

century. The occurrence of these two communities 

has attracted funding, enabling NPWS staff to carry 

out a successful weed reduction program. Chris 

showed us some specimens of Asparagus Fern and 

Bridal Creeper, and spoke with justifiable pride of 

the huge decline in their occurrence.  An 

undetermined prize was offered to the first person 

to find a piece of Asparagus Fern. Fran was the 

winner, but the prize remains a mystery. 

 

During the day, we walked on the island as well as circumnavigating it via the rock platform. Near the 

highest point on the island, we saw the grave of Mrs Elizabeth Malabar dated 1842. She was the wife of 

Broulee Island Field Meeting, 26
th

 August 2012 

 

Chris Howard, ENHS members and guests    Photo: J. Morgan 

Wedding Bush                                                             Photo: courtesy of ERBG 



Abraham who had punted goods from Moruya to Broulee. There was evidence of the ruins of the Erin-go-

Bragh Hotel that had been built on the island in 1841. The notice board near the car park featured a copy of 

an old map that contained the plans for the development of Broulee in 1840 that included a sub-division on 

the island, however, when the tombolo was cleared to build a road, it was washed away by the ocean and the 

plans for the settlement of the island were abandoned.  

 

Views from the top of the island were spectacular, particularly of Gulaga to the south. Returning to the rock-

platform, many of us completed the day’s walk by continuing the circuit around the island and further 

enjoying wonderful views of the coast and rugged horizon. Chris pointed out Mt Donovan, Little Sugarloaf, 

Hanging Mountain and Mountains of the Moon. A bird list of 46 species was recorded with one of the 

highlights being a Darter that was sunning itself on rocks near the beach. Chris was an excellent guide who 

generously shared with us his time and his knowledge. We thank him most enthusiastically for leading our 

field meeting and for adding to our enjoyment of the day. Mandy Anderson 

 

INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 
 

Two to five Pink-eared Duck and up to 9 Australasian Shoveler at Com (JC). 

Two to five Musk Duck at PS, with males displaying (JM). 

Juvenile Giant Petrel sp at Wasp’s Head and MHS in July (DB/FM). 

Hundreds of Prion sp, up to 6 Fluttering Shearwater, 10 Common Diving Petrel at Wasp’s Head in July 

(DB).   

Five White-necked Heron together on the river flats at MYA in August (BA). 

Single Intermediate Egret at MHS, PS and Com (JM/JC).  

One Black Falcon seen on several occasions at Trunketabella in July (MA/AC). 

Two to three Black-winged Stilt at Com in August (JC).  

Juvenile Pacific Gull at TS in July (GR/WN). 

Second record for the Eurobodalla of Gull-billed Tern; five seen eating Blue Soldier Crabs at Cullendulla 

Creek, in July (DB).   

 

 
For more of Dimitris’ photos, please see the Gallery page of the website and click on the Gull-billed Tern 

folder. 

 

Single White-fronted Tern at Wasp’s Head in July (DB). 

Two Topknot Pigeon at MYA in August (JL). 

Four hundred Musk Lorikeet at BI SF, max 300 at Bodalla SF, 100 at Fairhaven; observed during Swift 

Parrot surveys (JM/DO/FM). 

Single Pilotbird at Boyne SF in July (MA/DB/JM/GM). 

Two Large-billed Scrubwren at ERBG, call at Bodalla SF (DB/JM/FM). 

Fifteen Buff-rumped Thornbill at Buckenboura Rd in August (DSD/JM). 

Four Yellow-tufted Honeyeater at Bodalla SF and Central Tilba, 2 at MKS in August (FM/MA/JM/SMG).  

Forty Fuscous Honeyeater at Boyne SF, Buckenboura Rd and Runnyford Rd in August (PHH/DSD/JM). 

Up to 10 Crescent Honeyeater at Bodalla SF in August (MA/JC/DSD/PHH/GM/JM/FM). 

A rare winter record of a Rufous Whistler at PDD in July (BA). 

Up to 40 Little Raven at Com in July, 2 at Boyne SF in August (JC/PHH/JM). 

Two Bassian Thrush at ERBG, 1 at MKS and Mummaga L (DB/SMG/JH/GM). 

 

VULNERABLE AND THREATENED SPECIES 
Square-tailed Kite: Aug: 1 at PS, MHS and MB; first return 8

th
.  

Australian Pied Oystercatcher: Jul: 10 at NA, 6 at MHS, 4 at Cullendulla Ck and TS. Aug: 8 at 

Cullendulla Ck and WL, 6 at Coila L, 5 at TS and Tilba L, 2 at MYA, MHS, MO, MB and Corunna L, 

breeding at Tilba L.  



Sooty Oystercatcher: Jul: 14 at MHS, 8 at MB, 5 at Cullendulla Ck, 2 at Pebbly Beach. Aug: 6 at Broulee 

Is, 4 at BB and MB, 3 at MHS, 2 at Bingi, 1 at Cullendulla Ck.   

Hooded Plover: Aug: 5 at WL including 1 juvenile. 

Glossy Black Cockatoo: Jul: 4 at Bodalla, 3 at Bergalia and PS. Aug: 3 at Bergalia, 2 at MKS, call at PS. 

Gang-gang Cockatoo: Jul: 4 at Bergalia, 2 at PDD and Com. Aug: 13 at Runnyford Rd, 10 at Pebbly 

Beach and MKS, 3 at Bergalia and Bodalla SF, 2 at PDD. 

Little Lorikeet: Jul: 100 at Boyne SF, 10 at PDD, 6 at MB, 2 at DS and PS. Aug: 100 at Central Tilba, 35 

at Boyne SF, 20 at Runnyford Rd, 17 at PDD, 10 at Bodalla SF, 6 at Buckenboura Rd, 5 at BI SF, 2 at PS. 

Swift Parrot: ENHS members were involved in Swift Parrot/Regent Honeyeater surveys in July/August and 

the detailed records of Swift Parrots sightings are listed below:  

 

Date Number Location Observer 

23 July 59 Boyne SF MA/DB/GM/JM 

31 July 16 Boyne SF MA/JC/GM/JM 

23 July  1 Benandarah SF MA/JC/GM/JM 

2 August  56 Boyne SF PHH/JM 

6 August  4 Buckenboura Rd DSD/JM 

6 August  10-15 Broulee DSD/JM 

6-13 August  100-1000 Bodalla SF ENHS members 

18 August  110 Bodalla SF D. Saunders 

14 August  500 Central Tilba MA/JM 

7 August  100 Coolagolite B. Lewin 

3, 10 August  30, 4 BI SF D. Adams 

20 August  <100 BI SF JM/DO 

20 August  5 Fairhaven JM 

 

Powerful Owl: Aug: calls at MKS. 

Scarlet Robin: Jul: 2 at Bergalia. Aug: 2 at Bergalia, 1 at Buckenboura Rd. 

Varied Sittella: Jul: 12 at Com, 10 at Bingi, 7 at PS, 5 at PDD. Aug: 9 at Com, 8 at PS, 6 at MKS, call at 

Boyne SF and Buckenboura Rd. 

Spotted-tailed Quoll: Jul: signs at PS. Aug: signs at PS. 

Yellow-bellied Glider: Jul: calls at Mossy Pt. Aug: calls at Mossy Pt. 

Grey-headed Flying Fox: Jul: thousands at BBWG, 1 at Mossy Pt. Aug: 1 at Mossy Pt. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SYSTEMATIC LIST RECORDS 
The following records are from July and August 2012. 

GROUND BIRDS. Four Emu at TS in Aug (JH); max 20 Stubble Quail at Com (JC).   

WATERSIDE. More than 30 Black Swan at Trunketabella, on nest at PS (MA/JM); up to 100 Aust Wood 

Duck, more than 400 Pacific Black Duck, up to 20 Grey Teal, more than 150 Chestnut Teal, 45 

Hardhead, all at Com; 80 Black-browed Albatross at Wasp’s Head, 3 at MHS; 20 Shy Albatross at 

Wasp’s Head, 1 at MHS (DB/FM); up to 20 Aust Grebe at PS; 4-9 Hoary-headed at PS, 5 at Corunna L; 

max 15 Aust White Ibis at MB; up to 45 Straw-necked at Com; 6-20 Royal Spoonbill at MB; 6-8 

Nankeen Night Heron at Com; single Striated Heron at TS (MA); more than 90 Cattle Egret at MYA, 25 

at Bergalia, 8 at Com; max 20 Eastern Great Egret at MB and Nangudga L (MA); up to 45 White-faced 

Heron at Com; max 12 Little Egret at Nangudga L and MB; 2 Eastern Reef Egret at Broulee Is, 1 at MB 

(FM/MA); 120 Aust Pelican at Coila L (GR/WN); max 25 Aust Gannet at MB, 1 juvenile at Broulee Is; up 

to 12 Little Pied Cormorant at MB; max 200 Little Black at TS (JH); 1 Pied at MYA (JL); up to 100 

Great flying in a ‘V’ formation at MHS (JM); 2 Aust Darter at MHS and Trunketabella, singles at BB, 

Broulee Is, Com and Punkalla (JM/FM/JC/MA). 

RAPTORS. One or two Aust Kestrel at MYA, nesting at MHS (JL/JM); an Australian Hobby at PS; 2 

Brown Falcon nesting at Com, singles at Bergalia, TS and Trunketabella (JC/DHK/MA/JM); 2 Peregrine at 

Com, 1 at PDD (JC/BA); max 2 Black-shouldered Kite at TS, singles widespread; up to 4 Whistling Kite 

at Trunketabella, nesting at Com; max 7 White-bellied Sea-Eagle at Pebbly Beach, immatures at PS, 

Trunketabella, juveniles at MB (MJ/JM/MA); 1 or 2 Swamp Harrier at PDD, singles at PS and Com; single 

Grey Goshawk at MKS, Pedro Pt and MB (SMG/FM/MA); single Brown Goshawk at PS, hunting Swift 

Parrot at Bodalla SF and Central Tilba; Collared Sparrowhawk at PS, Com and Bodalla SF; 2 Wedge-

tailed Eagle at Boyne SF, MKS and Com, singles elsewhere.  



CRAKES, RAILS, GALLINULES & BUTTON-QUAIL. Single Buff-banded Rail at TS, Turlinjah and 

Bodalla (GR/WN/JH/GM/MA); 30 Purple Swamphen at BBWG (MA); 6 Dusky Moorhen at Com; 150 

Eurasian Coot at Trunketabella (JM). 

WADERS. Up to 35 Masked Lapwing at Com, nesting at MYA and TS (JC/JL/GR/WN); 17 Red-capped 

Plover at WL, 1 at TS (MA/GR/WN); 2 Double-banded at TS; up to 75 Bar-tailed Godwit at NA, 2 at 

MHS, 1 at WL (BS/MA/JM); 2 Whimbrel at NA, 1 at MHS; 3 Eastern Curlew at MHS, 1 at TS (JM/JH); 3 

Red-necked Stint at TS (GR/WN).  

SKUAS, GULLS & TERNS. Max 100 Silver Gull at MHS (JM); 8 Caspian Tern at TS and NA, 4 at WL, 

single at TS, juvenile at Broulee Is; up to 15 Crested Tern at TS and MB. 

OTHER NON-PASSERINES. Up to 40 Rock Dove at NA; max 12 White-headed Pigeon at TS; up to 6 

Spotted Dove at MB; max 8 Brown Cuckoo-Dove at NA, 2 at MKS and Bergalia, call at DS and Com;  up 

to 6 Common Bronzewing at MKS and Com; max 8 Crested Pigeon at MYA and Com including 1 

dependent young; up to 6 Wonga Pigeon at Bodalla SF; 45 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo at MYA (JL); 

more than 40 Galah at MB, nesting at Com; 50 Little Corella at MYA (BA/JL); up to 60 Sulphur-crested 

Cockatoo at Com; more than 250 Rainbow Lorikeet at MB and BI SF (MA/JM/DO); max 15 Crimson 

Rosella at PS; up to 30 Eastern at Com; up to 15 Aust King Parrot at MKS; single Fan-tailed Cuckoo at 

PDD, PS and TS, calls at Broulee Is and Bergalia; Shining Bronze-Cuckoo call at PS and Broulee Is, first 

return 25
th
 Aug; 5 Channel-billed Cuckoo flying south in a group at MYA 27

th
 Aug (JM); Southern 

Boobook calls at MKS and Bergalia; 2 Tawny Frogmouth at TS (JH); single Aust Owlet-nightjar at Com; 

up to 15 Laughing Kookaburra at PS; 2 Azure Kingfisher at NA, 1 at Com (MA/JC). 

PASSERINES. 6 Superb Lyrebird at Boyne SF, 3 at Pebbly Beach and Murramurang, 2 at MYA SF, 

singles at Clyde Mtn, MKS, TS and Bodalla SF, calls at Central Tilba; max 6 White-throated Treecreeper 

at MKS, PS, Com and Bodalla SF; 2 Red-browed at BB, 1 at Bodalla SF (DSD/JM); max 50 Variegated 

Fairy-wren at PS; up to 40 Superb at PS and Com; max 4 Spotted Pardalote at PS, breeding at MKS; up 

to 4 Striated at PS and Central Tilba, breeding at Com; up to 8 White-browed Scrubwren at Com, juvenile 

at MB; max 10 Brown Gerygone at PDD and PS; up to 40 Brown Thornbill at PS; up to 30 Yellow-

rumped at Com, 12 at Bergalia, 10 at MYA, 3 at MB (JC/DHK/JL/MA); max 20 Yellow at Com; max 40 

Striated at PS, breeding at MKS and MB (JM/SMG/MA); hundreds of Yellow-faced Honeyeater across the 

shire, max 300 at BI SF; White-eared Honeyeater still widespread, with max 10 at PS; max 4 Lewin’s at 

Boyne SF and MB; Bell Miner colonies at MYA SF, Bodalla SF, Central Tilba and BI SF; up to 20 Brown-

headed Honeyeater at PS, 10 at PDD, up to 6 at MKS, 5 at Com, 1 at NA, call at Coolagolite; 200 White-

naped at PDD, hundreds at MKS (BA/SMG); Noisy Friarbird over-wintered throughout the shire, with 

max 50 at Boyne SF and PDD; up to 30 Little Wattlebird at MHS, 2 dependent young in Aug; 150 Red at 

Boyne SF; up to 30 New Holland Honeyeater at PDD, dependent young at MKS and MHS; 10 White-

cheeked at Boyne SF, 6 at Bodalla SF, 5 at Buckenboura Rd, 2 at PDD; max 20 Eastern Spinebill at MKS; 

Scarlet Honeyeater over-wintered, with max 10 at Boyne SF, DS and PS; max 10 Eastern Yellow Robin at 

MKS, some breeding; up to 12 Jacky Winter at Com, no more than 3 elsewhere; 2 Rose Robin at MKS, 

Bodalla and Com, call at PS; up to 13 Eastern Whipbird including 2 males displaying at BI SF (JM/DO); 

single Spotted Quail-thrush at Benandarah SF, Buckenboura Rd, PS and MYA SF; up to 5 Golden 

Whistler at PDD and PS; max 6 Grey Shrike-thrush at Com; single Crested Shrike-tit at PDD and MKS, 

call at PS (BA/SMG/JM/FM); max 20 Grey Fantail at Com; up to 12 Willie Wagtail at Com; max 12 

Magpie-lark at MB; single Restless Flycatcher at Com; max 4 Grey Butcherbird at Com, nesting at MYA 

and Com; up to 40 Aust Magpie at Com, nesting at MYA, TS and Com (JL/GR/WN/JC); max 30 Pied 

Currawong at PS; 6 Dusky Woodswallow at Moruya SF, 2 at PDD (JH/GM/BA); max 4 Black-faced 

Cuckoo-shrike at Bergalia and Com; single White-bellied at Runnyford Rd, PDD, PS (DSD/JM/BA); Aust 

Figbird over-wintered in Moruya; up to 4 Olive-backed Oriole at PS, 2 at Broulee Is, 1 at PDD and Com, 

calls at Runnyford Rd, MKS, Bodalla SF, MB; up to 12 Aust Raven at MB; max 19 White-winged Chough 

at PS, 8 at Bodalla SF, 6 at MYA SF, Bergalia and Com, 1 at MKS; up to 20 Satin Bowerbird at MB; 1 or 2 

Common Blackbird at MYA; up to 100 Common Starling, some breeding, at Com; 3 Common Myna at 

MYA, 2 at Com; up to 100 Welcome Swallow at Trunketabella; 30 Tree Martin and breeding at Com; max 

200 Silvereye at Bodalla SF; 2 Golden-headed Cisticola at Com in Jul; up to 6 Mistletoebird at PS, 2 at 

Com, calls at Boyne SF and MKS; up to 25 House Sparrow at MYA, and breeding; 12 Aust Pipit at Com, 2 

at Bingi, 1 at TS (JC/DHK/GR/WN); max 50 Red-browed Finch at MKS; up to 30 European Goldfinch at  

Com in Jul. 
 

MAMMALS. Single Short-beaked Echidna at MKS and MB, 3 in a breeding procession at PS 

(SMG/MA/JM); Antechinus sp. calling at PS in Jul; Sugar Glider calls at Mossy Pt; Common Ringtail 

Possum at Mossy Pt and MB (HR/MA); a Feathertail Glider in Mossy Pt in Jul; up to 6 Common 

Brushtail at Com, 1 at Mossy Pt; max 46 Eastern Grey Kangaroo at Pebbly Beach (MJ); up to 8 Red-



necked Wallaby at Mossy Pt; up to 7 Swamp Wallaby at PS; a House Mouse at Mossy Pt; 1-2 Red Fox at 

Mossy Pt, PS and Com; Rabbits at Pebbly Beach in Jul (MJ); 10 Australian Fur Seal at Toragy Pt MHS, 1-

2 at Broulee and Rosedale (FM/HR); 20 Bottle-nosed Dolphin at Toragy Pt MHS (FM); 6 Dolphin sp. at 

Bengello in Jul (BA); mother and calf Southern Right Whale at MHS and Pedro Pt, 2 seen off Mossy Pt in 

Aug (MC/HR); 1  Humpback Whale at TS in Jul (GR/WN). 

MARINE LIFE. Thousands of Blue Soldier Crabs (Mictyris longicarpus) and egg case of a Port Jackson 

Shark at MHS in July (JM). 

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS. Pale-flecked Sunskink at Mossy Pt in July (HR); single Eastern Blue-

tongue at MYA in July (JM); 2 Jacky Lizard out at Coolagolite in Aug (DO); single Red-bellied Black 

Snake at PDD, MKS, PS and Com (BA/SMG/JM/JC). Frogs seen or calling: Common Eastern Froglet; 

Brown-striped Frog; Haswell’s Froglet; Tyler’s Toadlet; Keferstein’s, Brown, Jervis Bay, Tyler’s and 

Verreaux’s Tree Frogs (HR/JL/JM/JC).  

MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES. Moths: Ghost, Plume, Painted Cup, Black Geometrid, Emerald, Cream 

Wave, Plesia Carpet, Filata, Native Cranberry, White Tussock, Green-blotched, Bogong, Variable Cutworm, 

Native Budworm. Butterflies: Black Jezebel in good numbers at Spotted Gum blossom, Cabbage White, 

Meadow Argus, Aust Painted Lady, Yellow Admiral, Monarch, Common Grass Blue (JM/JC/JL). BUGS: 

Seed. OTHER INSECTS. Crane and Hover Fly at Com (JC). SPIDERS. Huntsman, Daddy Long-legs, 

Black House, Water, Wolf, Red back, Leaf-curling, Jumping, Two-tailed Spider (JC/JL/JM). 

BLOSSOM. Spotted Gum continues to flower, although not as widespread, Coast Banksia, Sickle, Coast 

and Sydney Golden Wattle, Prickly Moses, Prickly Beard-heath, Narrow-leaved Geebung, Thyme Pink-

bells, Purple Coral Pea, Dusky Coral Pea, Peach Heath; Orchids: Nodding Greenhood. (Please note that the 

common names used here are those adopted by PlantNET.) 

RAINFALL. July: 8mm at MYA, 9mm at PS, 7mm at TS, 11mm at Com. August: 3mm at MKS, 3mm at 

MYA, 9mm at PS, 4mm at Com, 13.5mm at MB. 

Contributors        Abbreviations 
BA B Allan, PDD GM G Macnamara, TS BB Batemans Bay 

MA M Anderson, MB JM J Morgan, PS BBWG Batemans Bay Water Gardens 

DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside CM C Morrison, TS BI Bermagui 

AC A Christiansen, MB  WN W Nelson, TS BP Burrewarra Point 

JC  J&P Collett, Comerang DO D Ondinea, Coolagolite Com Comerang 

MC M Crowley, MHS HR H Ransom, Mossy Point CO Congo 

DSD D&S Deans, ACT GR G Rayner, TS DS Durras 

LG L Gibson, Dalmeny BS B Scales, NA ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 

SMG S&M Guppy, MKS BMV B&M Versey, Long Beach MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 

PHH P&H Haughton, Lilli Pilli JW J Whiter, BP MO Meringo 

JH J&J Houghton, TS FM Field Meeting MYA Moruya 

MJ M Johnson, ACT  D. Adams MH Moruya Heads, N&S 

DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia  C. Howard MB Mystery Bay 

JL J&J Liney, MYA  D. Lewin NA Narooma 

   D. Saunders NP Newstead Pond 

    PS Pedro Swamp 

    PDD Percy Davis Drive, Broulee 

    PP Potato Point 

    SB Surf Beach 

    SF State Forest 

    TS Tuross 

    WL Wallaga Lake 
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