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NEWSLETTER NO. 145                                  MARCH 2011  

 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held in the conference room at the Eurobodalla 

Regional Botanic Gardens at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday 22 May; we can meet at 10 a.m. for tea or coffee. 

Appended is a nomination form which needs to be with the Secretary by 16 May. Each candidate is to be 

nominated by two members and give written consent.  

A special resolution will be put to the meeting: “That the Rules of the Eurobodalla Natural History Society 

Incorporated be rescinded and the new constitution be adopted in order to comply with the current 

legislation.” 

 

What to Expect in May-June.  Late autumn and this first month of winter are a delightful time of the 

year, usually calm and mild, for winter’s south westerly airstream is not yet firmly established. The wet 

summer has ensured the food supply for birds and beasts and those creatures not hibernating from the 

cold. Pull on a warm sweater and wander in coastal woodlands to look for Rose and Scarlet Robins and a 

Bassian Thrush (you might be lucky and see two), and listen for the Crescent Honeyeater’s sharp ‘Egypt’, 

the White-eared Honeyeater’s cheery ‘Cheops’; all indicators of the change of season. The raptors tend to 

pay close attention to the woodlands at this time of the year, for some migrants are still wandering north, 

there are winter visitors from the tablelands and antechinuses and other rodents are active. 

If you live near a rocky headland or a rock platform, or walk in such seaside areas, you might encounter a 

handful of White-fronted Terns fishing in the white water boiling round the rocks. Remember, these terns 

are winter visitors and are usually encountered from late March through to September, and they don’t 

hang around long in any one place, but go flitting up and down the coast in their constant search for food. 

Still by the sea, the Gannets provide a spectacle as they dive for dinner and a flock of little Fairy Prions 

might be seen flickering grey and white as they pursue their prey on the surface. They might not be Fairy 

Prions at all: the two or three species seen in our waters can only be separated by the shape and size of the 

bill, and you can’t see that from a distance. A prion’s upper mandible is edged with a comb-like structure 

that is, in effect, a strainer to retain the plankton and allow the water to pass through, and that’s why you 

always see them feeding close to the surface, they are straining the water.  

The wildflowers are finished but the first acacias break into flower and there might be a few eucalypts in 

blossom, food for the birds and insects. JW. 

 

Field Meetings. Our warm appreciation goes to Terry Hunt for hosting the Saturday field meeting on his 

property. Terry mowed long stretches of grass into pathways, marked our way with pink tape when we 

might have become lost with so much interest on the swamp, and held open the gates for stragglers. 

 
Saturday 9 April 2 p.m. Bevian Road. South of Barlings Beach Caravan Park, there is a small road-side 

area to park, opposite the junction of Bevian Rd and George Bass Drive. The walk beside the swamp turns 

westward across farm land with good roadside cover for birds. 

 

P.O. Box 888 
Moruya  N.S.W. 2537 



Saturday 14 May 2 p.m. Coopers Island. South of Tuross Head on the Princes Highway, opposite 

Trunketabella Gardens, there is a Coopers Island turn-off east. Down the road there is parking at the farm 

house. Expect mud and manure as well as good birding. 

 

Welcome to new member Mike Grigg of Longbeach. 

 

White-throated Needletail and Fork-tailed Swift Study 

Michael Tarburton has been studying the movements of these birds for 30 years. His annual reports can be 

viewed on the Birding-Aus website at http://bioacoustics.cse.unsw.edu.au/birding-aus/ 

 

Dr Tarburton is interested in receiving our individual sightings such as the date, numbers, movement 

direction and whether the birds were feeding. Past records are welcome. 

If you wish to assist please send records direct to tarburton.m@optusnet.com.au or include with your 

monthly species sheets to be forwarded on. 

 
 Notes from an Unusual Summer 
The wet summer has roused us from an acceptance of the natural world as it has been in the dry years that 
have been our lot in this last decade and more. This year is different and we with long memories are 
harking back almost twenty years. Here are some of my observations and others passed on by friends or 
gleaned in conversations about this and that.  
1. The birds embraced the ‘wet’ and launched into producing as many young as possible in the time 
available – most had two broods, some had three and a few embarked on a fourth, though not always with 
success. It was asking a bit much. 
2. It was raining on the other side of the Divide too, so the inland migrants were scarce.  
3. There was a proliferation of insects, good and bad. Dragonflies and Damselflies emerged in the largest 

hatches that I’ve seen for many years, certainly not since the early 1990s.  

4. Frogs embraced the ponds, puddles and wetlands; they called and spawned enthusiastically in every rain 

shower. 

5. Red-bellied Black Snakes appeared in usually dry places, even in my garden. 
6. Only the Lace Monitors were scarce – I think every time they decided to emerge the temperature 
dropped or the rain fell, and they don’t like either condition. JW. 
 
Nesting of the Cicadabird Coracina tenuirostris.  
Notes on the nesting of this unobtrusive species are not frequently published and the discovery of the nest 

at Congo led to a search for further information. Unfortunately, the Congo nest could not be observed 

daily but was visited frequently enough for a report to be prepared on its general progress. Way back in 

1977, the late Stephen Marchant published his observations of a nest near Moruya and I am using his 

comments as a comparison and as a guide. The female Cicadabird was sitting on the Congo nest on 6 

January, so we might assume the egg was laid on 5 January. At Marchant’s nest the egg was laid in the 

early morning of the ninth day after building began and it hatched 22 days later. Following this guide, we 

can guess the Congo egg should have hatched on 27 January or thereabouts; certainly a nestling was seen 

being fed on or about 7 February, and again five days later. Marchant observed that the youngster 

remained in the nest for exactly 27 days, vacated it on the 28
th
 day and neither adult nor young was seen 

again. The Congo bird probably left the nest on or about 23 February. 

Marchant noted that the head and back of the nestling were visible at all times by the eleventh day and by 

the thirteenth day it was as long as the diameter of the nest (c. 8 cm), still in down but with teleoptiles 

showing on wings and tail. It gradually increased its activity but at no time did it solicit food by gaping, 

calling or fluttering its wings until the parent came to the nest, and sometimes not at once even then. 

During its last two or three days in the nest it called tchuit softly and persistently. On 12 February the 

Congo nestling, then thought to be about sixteen days old, was as long as the nest’s diameter, and both 

female and nestling were conspicuously silent. There were no faeces below the Congo site and Marchant 

observed that the parents either swallowed the faecal sac at the nest or carried it away. Marchant’s chick 

was fed at an average rate of 1.7 times an hour in the first to fourth week of its nestling life; both male and 

female brought food, the female almost twice as often as the male. Feeding was more concentrated before 

11:00 and after 15:00, probably in response to the requirements of the chick after and before its nightly 

fast. 

We have not such detailed information on the Congo nest but can assume that it followed much the same 

course as did the nest near Moruya in 1977.  JW. 

           



 
A reprint is in progress and copies should be available in April. Contact Jill: email and phone as above. 

 

INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 
First sighting of 4 Cattle Egret at MYA 18 Mar. (EA). 

One Little Eagle at Pedro Swamp on 13 Feb. (JM). 

Beach cast Fairy Prion at Mystery Bay on 27 Feb. (FM). 

Field notes and photographs submitted for single Common Sandpiper at Mystery Bay on 2, 21, 30 Jan, 

26 Feb. (MA). 

Rare record of single Broad-billed Sandpiper on 18, 31 Jan at TS (MC/GR/WN). 

Three Fairy Tern at Blackfellows Pt on 24 Feb. (MA/GM/JM). 

Five Whiskered Tern at TS on 31 Jan. (GR/WN). 

At Box Cutting 2 Yellow-throated Scrubwren on 29 Jan., calls on 16 Feb. (MC/PK/MA/GM/JM). 

Seven White-breasted Woodswallow overflying Pedro Swamp on 15 Feb., 20-30 at Malabar Weir on 18 

March (JM/EA). 

On the Clyde Mt 2 Little Raven on 28 Feb. (EA). 

On Eurobodalla Rd two Rufous Songlarks on 25 Jan. (GR/WN). 

Many observers on the FM saw the Green Catbird in the rainforest, Box Cutting Reserve on 12 Feb. 

A Platypus reported in Tuross R near Lavis’ Bridge on 25 Jan. 

 
ERRATA. The reported sightings of 1 or 2 White-fronted Terns at Cullendulla Ck and 20 at TS in Jan.-
Feb., and of 10 Greenshank at Cullendulla Ck in the same months were errors in transcription and have 
been expunged from the records. 

 

VULNERALBLE AND THREATENED SPECIES 
Eastern Osprey: 1 at TS; 2 with a possible third at Durras.  

Square-tailed Kite: Jan: singles at Cullendulla Ck, PDD, MHN, Pedro Swamp, Pedro. Feb: 1 at Pedro 

Swamp. 

Bush Stone-curlew: no record. 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher: Jan: 2-11 at Cullendulla Ck plus 2 juv.; 12 at MYA; 5-12 at TS. Feb: 1-

6 at BB; 1 at TN; 7 at NA; 2-11 at TS; 10 at Cullendulla Ck; 2-6 at Mystery Bay; max. 50 at WL.  

Sooty Oystercatcher: Jan: 2 at Cullendualla Ck, BP; 3-8 at Mystery Bay. Feb: 2 or calls at BP; 4-10 at 

Mystery Bay; 1-3 at Candalagan Ck. 

Greater Sand Plover: 1 at TS on 18 Jan. 

Hooded Plover: no record. 

Sanderling: 1 on 31 Jan., 22 Feb., at TS. 

Little Tern: Jan: the second nesting at end of month produced 13 nests, 25 eggs, 15 adults, 7 fledglings, 

9 runners at TS. Feb: 31 birds at TS. 

Glossy Black-Cockatoo: Jan: 3 at BP; 1 or 2 at PDD, Pedro; calls at MKS. Feb: 2-3 or calls at Durras, 

BP, PDD, MKS, Pedro Swamp. 

Powerful Owl: calling at MKS on 11 Jan. 

Regent Honeyeater: a fourth bird, with intermediate plumage, seen with 2 adults and dep. young on 3, 4 

Jan. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SYSTEMATIC RECORDS 
The following records are from January and February 2011 

 

GROUND BIRDS. Six Emu at TS; 12 Stubble Quail daily at Comerang, 1 at Belowra on 17 Feb. (JC). 2 

Brown Quail regularly at Comerang, 4 at Bergalia 20 Feb. (JC/DHK). 

 

WATERSIDE. Max. 80 Black Swan, compared to 450 same months last year – possibly due to inland 

water; 2 Aust. Shelduck at TS on 18 Jan. (MC); Wood Duck plentiful, 20 ducklings in MYA; Grey Teal 

with young at Comerang; Little Penguin calls at MHN; up to 5 Australasian Grebe; 1 Hoary-headed 

reg. on TS River (MA); max. 72 White Ibis at TS 22 Feb.; appears Straw-necked may be inland, only 

reported at Begalia; max. 17 Royal Spoonbill. Two or three Striated Heron on estuaries; single White-

necked at Mystery Bay, Coila; max. 45 Pelican i.e. fewer than last year; 11 Gannet at Mystery Bay 



(MA); reasonable numbers of Cormorant sp though down on last year; 1 or 2 Darter, 2 dep. young 

fledged and jumped into water at TS. 

 
RAPTORS. Two or three Kestrel widespread; single Hobby at TS, PDD, Pedro Swamp; 2 Brown 

Falcon reg. at Comerang, 1 at Bodalla, Pedro, Belowra; 1 or 2 Peregrine, 1 at TS harassing Galahs and 

‘bombing’ roosting White-faced Herons; 1 Black-shouldered Kite overflying Bergalia in Feb.; up to 4 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle, some young; Swamp Harrier patrolling Barlings, Pedro, CO, Bingie, PDD; 

single Brown Goshawk; single Collared Sparrowhawk at MHS, MKS; 1 or 2 Wedge-tailed Eagle. 

 

CRAKES, RAILS & GALLINULES. Single Lewin’s Rail at BI on 13 Feb.; max. 12 Purple 

Swamphen; 4 Dusky Moorhen at Comerang, Bevian Rd, at NP with 6 chicks. 

 

WADERS. Max. 40 Masked Lapwing at Comerang; Pacific Golden Plover 7 or 8 at TS, 4-8 at Mystery 

Bay (GR/WN/MA); good count of 130 Red-capped Plover at TS; 134 Bar-tailed Godwit at NA (EA), 1-

19 at other estuaries; Common Greenshank 1 at NA, 7 at TS on 4, 22 Feb.; 3 Grey-tailed Tattler at 

MYA Estuary 19 Jan. (MC); max. 20 Red-necked Stint at TS. 

 

SKUAS, GULLS & TERNS. Max. 8 Caspian Tern, good numbers of Crested Tern; 100 Silver Gull at 

TS, fewer elsewhere. 

 
OTHER NON-PASSERINES. White-headed Pigeon widespread; single Brown-Cuckoo-Dove 25 Feb. 

at NA; large numbers, up to 24 Common Bronzewing at MKS, Pedro; Crested and Wonga Pigeon 

widespread; Peaceful Dove as usual at PDD; 2 Topknot at Pedro 31 Jan. Gang-gang Cockatoo 1-4 or 

calls widespread; flocks of up to 40 Galah; Little Corella increasing to flocks of between 100 and 150 at 

Cullendulla Ck, MHS, Batehaven, MYA, TS (surely not the same birds?); max. 200 Rainbow Lorikeet at 

flowering Grey Ironbark at Pedro Swamp in Jan.; up to 100 Musk at Spotted Gum in MYA; Little 

Lorikeet 2 at BP, 10-20 at MHS, 2-10 at Pedro Swamp, 6 at PDD in Jan., 2-6 at Pedro Swamp, 50 at PDD 

in Feb. Last record Pallid Cuckoo mid-month at Comerang; all other Cuckoo sp small numbers or 

calling, some young. Eastern Barn Owl calls in Jan., single on 1, 14 Feb. at Pedro Swamp (JM); 

Southern Bookook calls at MYA, MKS, 1 at Pedro, Bergalia; Tawny Frogmouth at MKS, MHS, TS, 

regularly at Mystery Bay; White-throated Nightjar 1 or 2 or calls at MKS, Pedro Swamp, Pedro, 

Mummaga L.; Owlet-nightjar 1 or calls MKS, Pedro Swamp, Comerang; flocks of up to 100 White-

throated Needletails widespread; max. 10 Dollarbird and some young; up to 6 Sacred Kingfisher; 1-4 

Azure at TS, Comerang, BP. 

 
PASSERINES. Two Red-browed Treecreeper at CO on 20 Jan.; good numbers of Fairy-wren 

breeding, up to 40 Superb at Comerang; up to 6 Southern Emu-wren at Culendulla in Jan. (DB); Large-

billed Scrubwren 2 at Mystery Bay, 3 at Box Cutting; max. 20 Yellow-faced Honeyeater; 1 Fuscous at 

Pedro Swamp 3, 17 Feb.; party of 6 Brown-headed flew down Nelson Pde, TS; max. 12 White-naped; 1 

or 2 White-cheeked at Pedro Swamp, PDD; 1-4 Scarlet with dep. young at Pedro Swamp; up to 12 Noisy 

Friarbird still widespread and with young; White-fronted Chat 3 on 31 Jan., 14 on 22 Feb. at TS; Rose 

Robin calls at Comerang, 1 at Box Cutting; 1-6 Varied Sittella at PDD, MKS, Pedro Swamp, CO, Bevian 

Rd, Mystery Bay; small numbers Rufous Fantail in rainforest at Box Cutting; 1-4 Black-faced Monarch 

and young; Restless Flycatcher regularly at Comerang (JC); up to 10 Dusky Woodswallow; White-

breasted Cuckoo-shrike calls at MKS 15 Feb.; up to 200 Starling at Comerang; max. 50 Tree Martin at 

PDD (BA); parties of 10-20 Silvereye at Cullendulla Ck, Comerang, fewer elsewhere; 2 Reed Warbler 

remain, 4 Golden-headed Cisticola daily, 2 Diamond Firetail at Comerang; 1 European Goldfinch on 

28 Jan. at Corunna L (MA). 

 

MAMMALS. Up to 4 Echnida; Dusky Antechinus at PDD, Pedro Swamp; Sugar Glider 1 or calls; 1 

Ringtail Possum at Mystery Bay, Mossy Pt; a Grey-headed Flying Fox at MHS 15 Jan., call at Pedro 

Swamp 9 Feb.; 2 Australian Fur Seal at TS 8 Jan.; Red Fox at Pedro Swamp, Comerang, Pedro. 

 

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS. Large colony Dark-flecked Garden Sunskink at BP daily, 2-5 reg. at 

Mossy Pt; 1 or 2 Lace Monitor, 1 hatching at Pedro Swamp. Frogs: the small Crinia signifera ratcheting; 

Limnodynastes peronii is the ‘tennis player’; L. dumerilii pobblebonks; Haswell’s Froglet, Brown and 

Tyler’s Toadlets. Tree frogs: Keferstein’s (was Bleating), Brown, Jervis Bay, Lesueur’s, Peron’s, 

Leaf-green, Tyler’s and Verreaux’s. 



OOZLUM’S CORNER 

OTHER INVERTEBRATES, INSECTS.  
A wing from Pink-winged Phasma Podacanthus typhon measuring 9 cm 

was found (RC), thought at first to be a fallen hibiscus petal. Robin said 

“the structural intricacy and beauty . . . is amazing and I suppose it is the 

colour that makes it so appealing.” The furled edge is pale green and the 

veined wing, a delicate pink. 

Cicadas seem to be less obvious; still many Dragonflies and 

Damselflies probably under-reported. 

Spiders: Black House, Wheel-weaving Garden, St Andrew’s Cross, Little Striped Wolf, Water, Red-

back, Huntsman, Daddy Long-legs, Golden Orb-weaver, White-tailed, Comb-footed, Lattice-web. 
It was hard to avoid Leaf-curling Spiders and maybe the same applied to a Lewin’s seen winkling out a 

juicy body to eat. About 100 Spiny Spiders Gasteracantha minax at Mystery Bay between 3 strands of 

barbed wire on 18 Jan. 

 

LEPIDOPTERA. Butterflies:Macleay’s and Dainty Swallowtail; Small Grass-yellow; a Caper White 

at Box Cutting; Spotted Brown; the Glasswing mentioned in the article below also seen at Mystery Bay; 

up to 5 Lesser Wanderer; and Monarch quite widespread. 

An excellent summer for moths. The Hawk Moths, Coprosma, Convolvulus and Bee around flowering 

trees and shrubs. Day-flying Actiidae moths active, including large numbers of Heliotrope and Tiger 

Moth, at night Banded Lichen, Crimson Tiger and Lichen-eating 

Caterpillar. Many species of Noctuidae moths, including Pantydia sparsa, 

Northern Old Lady, Granny, Bogong, Native Budworm, Mistletoe and 

Green-blotched Moth. 

 

Photo: typical resting posture of Heliotrope Utetheisa pulchelloides. When 

in action over grassland, one sees a tiny, fluttering white moth easily 

caught in the hand to reveal the red and black spots. Examination under 

magnifying glass will determine U. pulchelloides or U. lotrix, the former 

more likely here.  

 
FLORA. At Meringo, Coastal Grey Box Eucalyptus bosistoana flowered for weeks from November 

through to January, but its nectar production is poor and the blossom attracted few bees and no birds (RC).  

Oddly enough, at BP where the Saw-tooth Banksia Banksia serrata was in flower, the candles proved 

similarly unattractive to insects and no more than 50 or 60 lorikeets, mainly Rainbow, were in attendance; 

was the blossom lacking in nectar this year and if so, why? (JW). At Ringlands, NA Satin Bowerbirds and 

Noisy Friarbirds were feeding on the fruit of 2 large Strangler Figs (MA). Grey Ironbark Eucalyptus 

paniculata attracted many lorikeets, honeyeaters, butterflies and moths which in turn brought the raptors 

to Pedro Swamp (JM). 

 

WEATHER. January was mild, calm and damp, with many days of light rain. February began with a few 

very hot days, then a southerly change brought the temperature down and it became wet and calm for the 

rest of the month. Wetland levels remained fairly high, the countryside green and forest and woodland 

flourishing. 

Rainfall: Jan: BP 50.5 mm, MKS 55 mm, MYA 38.5 mm, Pedro Swamp 47 mm, TS 54 mm, Comerang 

52 mm, Mystery Bay 68 mm. Feb: BP 119.5 mm, MKS 160 mm, MYA 113.3 mm, Pedro Swamp 135 

mm, TS 84 mm, Comerang 120.5 mm, Mystery Bay 115 mm. 

 
This is the corner where members place interesting articles or publish their queries. 

We encourage you to send items to the Editor. 
 

 

 

The Butterflies’ Summer. 

A splendid season for the proliferation of common and resident species and the more unusual reports as 

well: a Clearwing and a Scarlet Jezebel, neither of which has appeared in our records till now, though I 

think the Scarlet might have been overlooked sometimes. We can assume that ample food sources in a wet 

summer attracted these rovers. The Clearwing Swallowtail Cressida cressida, also known by the 

unattractive name of Big Greasy, is common in open forest in the eastern tropics and subtropics and pretty 



rare south of the Queensland-NSW border. But there it was at Pedro Swamp, obligingly resting long 

enough to be photographed. The Scarlet Jezebel Delias argenthona used to be known as Northern Jezebel 

and is similar to the Spotted Jezebel Delias aganippe. It is likely to venture this far south when the 

weather is suitable for migratory wanderings and this one appeared at Comerang. Rather less rare, the 

Chequered Swallowtail Papilio demoleus was quite common at BP, one or two seen on most days and, on 

one memorable afternoon, five females feeding on the Lantana by the terrace steps. A Common Crow 

Euploea core was a regular visitor, even laying eggs; a stripey caterpillar with threateningly curled horns 

and wands along its length, fed for a week or more on the Chilean Jasmine before a Satin Bowerbird 

devoured it. In February, a Monarch Danaus plexippus, a Blue Triangle Graphium sarpedon and a Yellow 

Albatross Appias paulina were regular visitors. Altogether, a most satisfying season. JW. 
 

Life of High Adventure 
Recently the National Library of Australia asked for our newsletters from No. 138 to be sent to them. I 

was intrigued to know how they had obtained the copies of the previous ones to that date, having posted 

none myself. Eric couldn’t fathom it either, and he delivers NIE to them each year. 

 

Puzzle solved! Harry Black had kept all our newsletters and when he died they were donated to the 

Library. Who else has kept all their newsletters? Jill recalls that every horizontal space in his house hosted 

teetering piles of books, periodicals and publications. 

 

Harry served in Papua New Guinea during the Second World War and he returned to Australia in 1945, 

joined the staff of the YMCA and in 1948 was appointed General Secretary, Canberra. He was awarded 

the Coronation Medal for his YMCA work 

 

Harry devised a navigation system so you could go straight in Antarctica, where there is nothing to give a 

reference point but ice and snow. Using two mirrors hinged together, a line drawn down the centre of one 

and a welding rod at the back of the vehicle, the system worked perfectly. The Americans had spent 

thousands of dollars trying to develop such a system without success. He wrote reports on it and the 

blizzard mask for the Scott Polar institute at Cambridge University and was awarded the Polar Medal.  

Later he was presented with the Russian Polar Medal. 

 

In 1975 Harry introduced Nordic techniques to the Indian Army’s High Altitude Warfare School, teaching 

the soldiers “to walk straight up the slopes on skis”.  

 

That was the least of his accomplishments and we would refer the reader to the Sydney Morning Herald 

website, www.smh.com.au/national/obituaries/leader-and-explorer-never-missed-an-adventure . 
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MA M Anderson, Mystery Bay JM J Morgan, Pedro Swamp BBWG BB Water Gardens 

EA E Andrew, SB WN W Nelson, TS BI Bermagui 

ABB A&B Bellingham, Mossy Pt HR H Ransom, Mossy Pt BP Burrewarra Point 

DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside GR G Rayner, TS CO Congo 

LB L Burden, Mogendoura JS J Sagar, Pedro ERBG Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens 

AC A Christiansen, Mystery Bay JW J Whiter, BP MH Moruya Heads N & S 

JC P&J Collett, Comerang FM Field Meeting MKS Maulbrooks Rd S 
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MC M Crowley, MHS  David Kelly MYA Moruya 

JF J Fearn, PDD  Jill Wheeldon NA Narooma 
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DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia   PDD Percy Davis Drive 

PK P Kingston, Womban   PP Potato Point 

JL J&J Liney, MYA   SB Surf Beach 
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