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Welcome to another milestone for the ENHS, our 150th newsletter. It doesn’t seem so long ago that we were 
running off messy, inky Gestetner copies of the newsletter on the Moruya High School copier. In fact, before 
our first newsletter rolled off the copier, there were a few hand-written, carbon-copied sheets of local bird 
sightings that were circulated to interested people prior to the formation of the Society in 1986. The beautiful 
newsletters published now, complete with photographs and tables, really illustrate how far we have come.  
 
The summer at Moruya Heads has, for the first time in a number of years, been ‘normal’, if not a little colder 
than usual. Latham’s Snipe were back promptly on 23rd September at Newstead Pond, along with two pairs 
of breeding Australasian Grebes, and then numerous ducks and two adult and seven sub-adult Nankeen 
Night Herons during November. I recorded 922mm of rain for the year, very close to the long-term average 
for Moruya Heads (950mm) and considerably less than in 2011 (1140mm). It seems that the drought is well 
and truly over. I hope you all had a happy and safe Christmas and I am looking forward to seeing you at our 
first outing of 2012.  Mike Crowley. 
 
An extract from the first newsletter: 
 

 
 
A Cause for Celebration 
In the beginning was the word and the word had to be worked for; the first newsletter was typed out five 
times – original and four carbon copies – on a well-worn portable, and even then there weren't enough copies 
to go around. The Society had no equipment and no money to buy any, so it was the typewriter or nothing. 
The observation records were transcribed by hand and only the final draft of NIE was typed, to make life 
easier for the printer. 
 



Mike Crowley was still teaching at Moruya High School then and offered the use of the Gestetner roneo 
machine to print the newsletter. The flimsy waxed sheets crimped on the typewriter roller with alarming ease 
and the livid red correction fluid never quite corrected properly, so our readers were often left guessing what 
letter was meant to be in the middle of a word. The schoolchildren who rolled out the 70 or whatever copies 
every second month must have pondered why they were chosen to fit fiddling waxed sheets over an inky 
roller. They are adults now and have probably forgotten it all; we haven't and we'd like them to know we 
appreciated their efforts. 
 
Putting together and publishing the newsletter had passed through only three hands until May 2011. In its 
middle years, it came near to foundering and members began to complain, loudly and often. We had a bit of 
a scramble to put it back on track again. Dave Webb helped enormously, leading us down the path of modern 
technology, and Joan Fearn stepped up to master new computer skills. A satisfactory publication has been 
rolling out ever since. For 25 years we published the information given to us and accepted responsibility for 
it; to do otherwise would defy logic. Now the dead hand of bureaucratic denial of responsibility, the 
disclaimer, has appeared in recent issues. In that light, the 'old days' don't seem so bad after all. 
 
What will the 300th newsletter be like? Perhaps in a digital form undreamt-of today. There will still be keen 
birdwatchers craning their necks for that elusive glimpse and, perhaps, beaming in observation records to 
some central collection point where a recorder, hopefully of the human kind, will sort the suspect from the 
kosher, weed out the bombastic claims and encourage those new to the game. In that far future, the early 
newsletters may occasion some mirth and derision. None the less, it is important to have these records of our 
history and of the people who had the enthusiasm and drive to form the ENHS and keep it going. As an 
afterthought, the only other complete collection of our newsletters known to us is in the National Library, in 
the late Harry Black's papers.  Jill Whiter.   
 
The Future 
The on-going success of our newsletter depends on the contributions from members. The extract from our 
first newsletter asked for members to submit their sighting records. We are fortunate to have a number of 
members who regularly submit their observations and these are used in the compilation of the species 
summary section of the newsletter. We would also encourage members to contribute articles for the 
newsletter. If there is some aspect of nature that is of interest or you have a photograph that has a story 
attached to it, please send it to us. We are also looking for people who would like to help with proof-reading 
and the computer-related aspects of newsletter preparation.  
 
Don’t forget that the newsletter is also posted on our website (on the Newsletters page) where photographs 
appear in colour. You will also find newsletters dating back to November 2009 on the website. If you would 
like to receive an email to let you know when the latest newsletter has been posted on the website, please 
email Julie at juliettamorgan@gmail.com   The Editorial Team.  
 

 
 
 

The 2012 program of Field Meetings is enclosed with this newsletter and is posted on the Field Meetings 
page of our website. February and March meetings are detailed below. 

Field Meetings: Saturday 11 February at 2pm - Box-cutting Rainforest: meet at the intersection of the 
Princes Hwy and Kianga Forest Rd for a walk through the rainforest. Green Catbird (juvenile seen in 
February 2011), Topknot Pigeon, Large-billed Scrubwren, Yellow-throated Scrubwren, Rufous Fantail. 

Sunday 26 February at 9am - Wallaga Lake: Turn east off Princes Hwy into Bermagui Rd just south of 
Tilba, and continue until you reach the single lane bridge over the lake. Cross the bridge, and after about 
1km, take the second street on the left, Wallaga Street. Drive down to the parking area at the end of the 
street. Hooded Plover, Eastern Curlew and other waders, also a good spot for a number of raptor species. 

Saturday 10 March at 2pm – An afternoon of talks: A great opportunity for us to get together for a chat. 
Venue: Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens, Princes Highway Batemans Bay, in the Meeting Room adjacent to the 
café. Mike Crowley will detail the annual monitoring program conducted on Montague Island NR; and Sarah 
and Michael Guppy will report on the nesting research they have conducted at Maulbrooks Road, Moruya.  

Sunday 26 March at 9am – Durras Discovery Track: Meet at the intersection of the Princes Hwy and Mt. 
Agony Road. Sclerophyll forest and wet gullies, large tree ferns and lakeside habitat. Eastern Osprey, White-
bellied Sea-Eagle, Rose Robin, Rufous Fantail. 

What’s coming up… 



 

Late summer/early autumn is an interesting time for bird-watching in the shire. Many birds are finishing their 
breeding efforts and others are preparing to leave the area for winter. At the moment quite a few honeyeaters 

have dependent young and the air is full of begging cries as 
fledglings chase their parents through the trees seeking a tasty 
morsel. By mid February several species will have begun their 
migration and it is not unusual for small flocks of Yellow-faced 
and White-naped Honeyeater, Noisy Friarbird and Red Wattlebird 
to be seen moving north during the day. This migration reaches a 
peak in late April. Other birds such as Grey and Rufous Fantail, 
Grey Shrike-thrush, Rufous and Golden Whistler and the 
occasional Flame and Scarlet Robin begin to turn up in parks and 
backyards for a day or two before moving on.   
 
Silvereye movements are also interesting at this time of the year. 
The local breeding sub-species begin to move out for the winter, 
while members of the Tasmanian sub-species arrive to spend the 
winter here. The Tasmanian birds can be easily recognised by their 
dark chestnut flanks, a feature absent in the local breeding 

population. Welcome Swallows also begin to move north and it is not unusual to see 100 to 200 birds 
grouped on overhead wires in towns and villages. Male kestrels seem to remain in their territories all year 
round, but by late February all the females have gone and the grey-headed males defend their patches of 
ground until the females return in spring. 
 
Pied Currawongs are residents all year round, but at the first hint of cold weather their numbers swell by the 
arrival of flocks that have spent the summer breeding at higher altitudes. They descend to the coast and are 
sometimes accompanied by the occasional Grey Currawong. Another rarely seen bird that sometimes turns 
up on the coast is the Olive Whistler. They are breeding residents in the higher parts of the shire, but some 
disperse to the coastal woodlands and gardens in the cooler months. Good birding.  Mike Crowley. 
 

 
 
 

There have been many reports this season of increased activity and breeding in the local bird populations. 
Contributions from Sarah and Michael Guppy and Julie Collett bear out what many members have noticed 
in their own backyards.  
 
Spring 2011 seems to have been an unusually good one for nature in the Eurobodalla Shire, judging by the 
amount of work we are all having to do in our gardens and bush. But what is a good year? And what are the 
conditions required for a good year? 
 
The second question may not have an answer we can know, certainly not a simple one. The conditions for a 
good year are presumably the result of some interaction between temperature, rainfall, sunlight, humidity and 
ground water levels. But this interaction will be very complex. For example, rainfall for the previous six 
months may be more relevant than rainfall during the season in question. At Maulbrooks Road there was 
only a 12% difference in rainfall to the end of August between 2007 and 2010, but there were large 
differences between the bird breeding seasons for those two years. Perhaps local river discharge would be a 
relevant measure: the river height site on the Deua River at Wamban (NSW Office of Water) clearly shows 
that the discharge for 2011 is the largest for 11 years. Establishing what conditions are necessary for a good 
year must remain a work in progress. 
 
As far as the first question is concerned, we can define an unusually good year as one in which all the living 
organisms in the area produce more offspring than in other years. Determining if this has happened is harder 
as this information is not easy to collect and quantify. We will have to wait for season’s end before we know 
the number of fledglings produced on our site and can compare this to earlier years. But we do have some 
early data that is certainly consistent with 2011/12 being an unusually productive year compared to the past 5 
seasons. By December 1st, we had found a total of 170 nests, compared to a previous high of 147. This may 
translate into more fledglings, but it depends on how many of these nests progress to the egg, and then to the 
fledgling stage. 
 

What to expect in February/March 

Spring Catalogue 2011 
 

Rufous Fantail              Photo: J. Gordon 



The most striking difference we have found is a very significant increase in the numbers of breeding pairs of 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater, 19 compared to the previous high of 13. This equates to territories that are 
decreased in size this season by a third compared to last season, and by a half if compared to our worst year 
in 2008/09. This suggests that food is more available this season and that the site could produce the highest 
number of fledgling Yellow-faced Honeyeaters we have recorded so far. By December 1st, we had found 9 
Scarlet Honeyeater nests that progressed to one egg, compared to the previous high of 2 nests. Again, these 
figures are certainly consistent with an unusually productive year, but collecting the data on fledglings from 
these nests is virtually impossible. 
 
This season we have recorded a turn-around time (days between fledging young and starting to build a new 
nest) for a Superb Fairy-wren of 4 days, which is the shortest turn-around time for a successful nest that we 
have documented. This implies that food was so easily available, that the female left the feeding of the young 
to the rest of the ‘family’ and got on with producing another one while the going was good. If all the wrens 
are doing this, they could have 3 and 4 broods during the season, rather than 2 or 3, and thus produce more 
fledglings.  Sarah and Michael Guppy. 

***** 
It has been a great season for Stubble Quail at farms on the Tuross River flats near Bodalla, with farmers and 
contractors reporting larger numbers than in the drought years. We estimate that there are usually ten birds at 
Comerang throughout the year but in November 2011 numbers rose to well over 30. Stubble Quail are hard 
to count as they are usually seen only if flushed out. Even in short grass they are surprisingly hard to see as 
they scuttle away quickly. Their distinct “pippy wheat” call can be heard during the day, at dusk and after 
dark. We usually hear them in the breeding season from October to February. Dependent young have been 
seen at Elizabeth Farm and we have seen two juveniles at Comerang. 
 
A large number of Rufous Songlarks have been at Comerang. As with Stubble Quail, it can be difficult to 
count them. In the breeding season, the males are easy to see as they call continually while flying from tree 
to tree, marking out their territory. However, they seem to quieten down after a few weeks, and call while 
perched or not at all. The females are much quieter and may be found silent, on or near the ground. At a 
distance, Rufous Songlarks look plain grey-brown and can be easily overlooked. 
 
This season the Brown Falcons have been busy breeding. They built a nest directly behind the one used by 
the Whistling Kites. One young was being fed there from the 7th November. It fledged and was still heard 
begging for food at the beginning of December. Then on the 13th December two new young were seen in the 
nest. It is interesting to note that the Brown Falcons often sit in disused nests and feed fledged young in 
them.  Julie Collett. 
 

 
 
 

We have some interesting and detailed observations by members Michael and Sarah Guppy and Ian and 
Adrienne Grant on the breeding habits of thornbills. It is great to have these contributions from members as 
they add to the knowledge of the avifauna of our area.  
 
The photograph to the right is of a Brown Thornbill nest that 
had been raided by a predator. The success rates for these 
nests vary between 25% and 70%. Almost all of the nests that 
fail are raided by some sort of predator, and either the eggs or 
young are taken. In this case, either late stage eggs or early 
young were taken. What is interesting but not at all unusual 
about this nest is that, despite the predator having put at least 
its head into the rather deep nest to take the eggs or young, the 
nest appears pristine. This nest is at least 20 centimetres 
above the ground, and is hung somewhat precariously from a 
thin Leucopogon branch. However, neither the nest nor the 
opening has been disturbed. This is a common scenario, and 
probably applies to at least 70% of the nests that are raided. 
We often wonder about the identity of this predator that can 
so delicately remove eggs and young without damaging the 
nests.  Sarah and Michael Guppy. 
 

Thornbill nest observations 
 

          Photo: S&M Guppy 



This is a photograph of a Striated Thornbill's nest that was built 
beside our balcony at Lilli Pilli in a Sweet Pittosporum 
(Pittosporum undulatum) about 2.5 metres above the ground.  
On 15th October, Ian watched at least two Striated Thornbill 
going backwards and forwards with nest building material over 
a period of about an hour. He drew my attention to them and 
we both kept watch but, to our surprise, another hour and a half 
passed and there was no sign of the nest, even though the birds 
were still in the vicinity for at least an hour after that. As we 
were close by and observed only Striated Thornbill going back 
and forth to that location, we concluded that they had changed 
their minds about building in that site. Two days later on 17th 
October, we observed Striated Thornbill again building a nest 
in the same tree. This time, I quietly approached and took 
photographs of it from ground level. However, when we 
returned on 29th October, there was no sign of the nest. We 
plan to watch carefully next breeding season to see what 
happens.  Adrienne Grant. 

 
 
 

 
Blue-banded Bees (Amegilla cingulata) are native to Australia 
and are found in most parts, Tasmania and Northern Territory 
being the exceptions. They are named for the distinct pale 
blue bands across their abdomen; interestingly, males have 
five blue stripes and females have four. The species name 
cingulata means belt or band. These bees have a darting and 
hovering flight pattern and are about 1.2 centimetres long. 
 
Unlike Honey Bees, they do not form hives, but nest 
individually in tunnels in soft sandstone or mud. Julie Collett 
had a colony on her property at Comerang, west of Bodalla, 
where they were nesting in the hardened mud in the roots of a 
fallen tree. They also make their tunnels in mud-brick houses 
and in the mortar of older dwellings. The egg is placed at the 
end of the nesting tunnel, along with a mixture of pollen and 
nectar for the emerging larva. 
 

Blue-banded Bees have a preference for blue 
flowers, and lavender is a favourite, but is also 
attracted by other colours. They are what is 
known as ‘buzz pollinators’ and are particularly 
beneficial for the pollination of plants such as 
tomato, eggplant and kiwi-fruit, whose flowers 
do not give off pollen passively. The Blue-
banded Bee clamps its legs onto the anther of 
the flower and contracts its flight muscles 
vigorously, thus releasing the pollen. A loud 
distinctive buzz attracts the observer to the 
Blue-banded Bee as it feeds on flowers. 
Although it is capable of stinging, the Blue-
banded Bee is not aggressive and is easily 
observed as it darts busily to and from its 
nesting burrow. In the Eurobodalla, they are 
reported throughout the summer months.  
Mandy Anderson. 
 

 
 

Blue-banded Bees 
 

Blue-banded Bee at nest                 Photo: J. Collett 

Site of the Blue-banded Bee nest                  Photo: J. Collett 

 
2012 memberships are now due 

A reminder notice has been enclosed for those members who have yet to renew. 

Photo: A. Grant 



 
 

You can call it a Eucalypt, but not Eucalyptus. Its correct name is now Corymbia gummifera. The term 
Eucalypt includes three genera: Eucalyptus, Angophora and Corymbia. The genus Corymbia also includes 
the Spotted Gum (C. maculata) and the Lemon Scented Gum (C. citriodora). The rationale for moving from 
Eucalyptus to Corymbia is based on flower structure – both microscopic and macroscopic. The genus takes 
its name from the Greek ‘corymbos’ which means a ‘cluster of flowers’. In Corymbia, the inflorescence is 
terminal, much branched and conspicuous on the outside of the crown. 
 
Red Bloodwood is usually a tall, straight tree to about 30 metres, but 
can also be mallee-like under certain conditions. The bark is red-
brown or grey-brown, tessellated and persistent to smaller branches. 
The leaves are lance shaped, 10-15 centimetres long, with the upper 
surface much darker and glossier than the lower surface. Juvenile 
leaves are opposite, whilst mature leaves are alternate. The white-
cream flowers occur in late summer and autumn, and the fruits are 
large (to 2 centimetres), urn-shaped with three enclosed valves. 
 
Red Bloodwood is abundant in dry sclerophyll forests or 
woodlands, predominantly along the coast. Associated species 
include Silvertop Ash (E. sieberi), Sydney Peppermint (E. piperita) and Scribbly Gum (E. haemastoma). 
Aborigines are reported to have sucked the flowers for nectar and used the sap (kino) to stop fibre fishing 
lines from fraying. Hopefully the coming flowering season will be a good one as the abundance of Red 
Bloodwood in our bushland is very obvious when these trees are in full flower.  Fran Anderson.  
 
I lived on a property in the Southern Highlands that had quite a few Red Bloodwood trees and always 
enjoyed watching the red sap ooze from the bark in heavy rain. I thought it looked like blood and was the 
reason for the common name but I have since learnt that it is the wood rather than the sap that is responsible 
for the name.  The sap is a food source for Sugar Gliders.  Julie Morgan. 
 

 
 
 

Eight members of ENHS took part in the November trip to the Southern Highlands, which had been arranged 
by Mandy Anderson. Mandy’s extensive knowledge of the area ensured a trip with a variety of habitats and 
an impressive bird count: we visited wetlands, heath, eucalypt forest and grasslands in the highlands as well 
as sub-tropical and warm temperate rainforest at Minnamurra. Every site rewarded us with some special 
sightings, and the total bird-list for the four days exceeded 120 species. 
 
The group met at Minnamurra Rainforest, where Dr Kevin Mills, ENHS member and botanical expert, led 
the walk and provided detailed information on plants and rainforest types. As we crossed one of the beautiful 
water-holes, we had fantastic views of a pair of Yellow-throated Scrubwren that grazed amongst the moss 
and lichen on the rock and visited their nest, feeding young and then removing a faecal sac. Further along, a 
magnificent fruiting fig had attracted a crowd of Satin Bowerbirds and a lone Green Catbird. 

 
Each location had one or more target species and we were lucky 
enough to see most of them: a Great Crested Grebe at Fitzroy 
Ponds; Spotted Quail-thrush and Superb Lyrebird at the Box Vale 
Tramway near Mittagong, as well as a Pilotbird that emerged from 
the thick undergrowth, landed on an exposed tree root and called; 
Rock Warblers, two adults with an immature, at Mittagong Firetrail. 
At Barren Grounds Nature Reserve, we were hoping to see Eastern 
Bristlebird, Ground Parrot and Southern Emu-wren. Our walk 
through the heath in light misty rain did not yield any wren 
sightings, and the plan to stay until dusk to see and hear Ground 
Parrots was abandoned when the rain grew heavier. 
 

Despite the typical threatening Highlands weather, we had a great trip thanks to Mandy’s local 
knowledge. The weather had only a little impact on our activities and in some cases enhanced the 
atmosphere.   A full report on the trip can be found on the Activities page of the website. 

Red Bloodwood flowers Photo: R. Corringham 

Red Bloodwood 
 

Southern Highlands “out of shire” trip 2011 
 

Spotted Quail-thrush     Photo: J. Gordon 



INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 
Fourteen Pink-eared Duck at Coopers I. in January (MC). 
Black-browed Albatross, Wedge-tailed, Short-tailed and Flesh-footed Shearwater on BB pelagic in 
December (A. Benson, visitor).  
Single Intermediate Egret at Pedro Swamp in November (JM). 
A Black Kite at Pedro Swamp in December (JM). 
Single Australian Spotted Crake at TS and Comerang in both months (JH/GM/JC/GR/WN). 
A Black-tailed Native Hen at Comerang in November (JC). Only the second record for the shire. 
At least 1100 Eurasian Coot at Nargal L. in January (PL/JM). 
Field notes submitted on a Red-backed Button-quail at MYA in November (LB). 
Up to 6 Pacific Golden Plover at TS in November (GR/WN). 
Five Latham’s Snipe at MYA in November (LB).  
A Ruddy Turnstone and a Curlew Sandpiper at TS in November (GR/WN). 
At TS, up to 6 Fairy Tern with 2 nests in November and max 20 with 10 nests in December (GR/WN/PJP).   
A vocal White-breasted Woodswallow at Pedro Swamp in December (JM). 
Two White-winged Triller at Comerang in both months (JC). 
Little Grassbird calling at PDD and Comerang (BA/JC). 
At least 5 Rufous Songlark at Comerang (JC). 

 

First record of Blue Mountains Tree Frog (Litoria citropa) 
since 1996. State Forest surveys regularly reported this 
species in the past. It was seen at Comerang in November, 
where Julie Collett photographed an unfamiliar frog as it was 
feeding near a shed light. The species favours densely 
forested areas and rocky stream beds.  

 

 
 
 

VULNERABLE AND THREATENED SPECIES 
Square-tailed Kite: November: 1 at MKS, Pedro Swamp and WL. December: 1 at DS, Rosedale, MKS 
and TS (first there since 2008).  
Little Eagle: November: 1 at Mystery Bay. 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher: November: 16 at TS, 6 at WL, 4 at Mystery Bay, 2 at MHN and MHS. 
December: 10 at WL, 8 at NA, 4 at TS and Tilba L, 3 at MHS, 2 at DS, MHN, MYA and CO. Breeding at 
TS, NA and Tilba L. 
Sooty Oystercatcher: November: 8 at Mystery Bay, 6 at CO, 3 at TS, 2 at BP, 1 at MHN. December: 10 at 
CO including 3 immatures, 4 at Broulee and Mystery Bay, 3 at BP and TS, 1 at DS.    
Hooded Plover: November: 2 at WL. 
December: 2 immature at PP and 2 adults at 
Tilba Lake.  
The sighting of immature Hooded Plover is 
exciting enough but as the birds were banded, we 
are able to identify where they came from. 
Shorebirds Coordinator, Jodie Dunn, reports that 
the birds are from Butlers Lagoon, Kioloa. The 
nest was found on September 25th and the chicks 
banded on October 21st. Two birds fledged on 
October 26th and Pattie Parker saw both at Potato 
Point on December 13th.                            
 
Sanderling: November: 2 or 3 at TS. 
Little Tern: November: up to 140 at TS, nests and eggs. December: up to 200 with nests, eggs, chicks and 
fledglings at TS. 
Glossy Black Cockatoo: November: 3 at MHS and Pedro Swamp including 1 immature, call at MKS. 
December: 5 at DS, 3 at Pedro Swamp and Bergalia, 2 at BP, PDD and CO, call at Mystery Bay. 
Gang-gang Cockatoo: November: up to 10 at MYA, 6 at Mystery Bay, 5 at Lilli Pilli, 4 at PDD. 
December: 2 at BP, PDD, MKS and Bergalia. 
Little Lorikeet: November: 8 at Mystery Bay, call at CO. December: 4 at CO.  

Immature Hooded Plover                        Photo: P. Parker 

Blue Mountains Tree Frog          Photo: J. Collett 



Powerful Owl: November: 1 at Currowan SF and Ringlands Rainforest NA, call at Comerang. 
White-fronted Chat: November: up to 14 including 2 dependent young at TS. December: up to 3 at TS 
including 1 immature. 
Varied Sittella: November: 8 at MYA, 6 at Comerang (nest with young) and NA, calls at Pedro Swamp and 
CO. December: 10 at MKS, 8 at MYA, 6 at Comerang, 3 at PDD, 2 at Pedro Swamp, call at CO.    
 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SYSTEMATIC LIST RECORDS 
The following records are from November and December 2011. 

GROUND BIRDS. Max 12 Emu at TS (GR/WN); 30 to 40 Stubble Quail including 2 immature at 
Comerang (JC); 2 Brown Quail at Comerang.   

WATERSIDE. Max 97 Black Swan at WL (LG/PL/JM); 8 Australian Shelduck, up to 60 Aust Wood 
Duck, 100 Pacific Black Duck, 2 Aust Shoveler, 20 Grey and 80 Chestnut Teal and 80 Hardhead at 
Comerang (JC); max 8 Aust Grebe at OMBS and Comerang including 2 juveniles (TH/JC); up to 10 Aust 
White Ibis at MYA (JM); max 12 Straw-necked at Bergalia (DHK); at most 24 Royal Spoonbill at 
Comerang (JC); 1 Yellow-billed at Trunketabella, 2 at Comerang (GM/JC); up to 8 Nankeen Night Heron 
including 7 juveniles at NP, 4 at Comerang (MC/JC); 1 or 2 Striated Heron at MYA (1 immature), MHS, 
TS (PL/JM/GR/WN); max 13 Cattle Egret (2 in breeding plumage) at Comerang, final sighting 23 Nov; 
max 4 White-necked Heron 4 at Comerang, 2 at Pedro Swamp, singles at MYA, Bergalia, Trunketabella, 
Eurobodalla Rd and Mystery Bay; up to 10 Eastern Great Egret at TS (GR/WN); max 26 White-faced 
Heron at TS, immatures at Pedro Swamp; up to 15 Little Egret at Nangudga (MA); 1 Eastern Reef Egret 
at BP and Mystery Bay (JW/MA); up to 70 Aust Pelican at TS; max 5 Aust Gannet at BP; max 32 Little 
Pied Cormorant, 150 Little Black, 7 Pied at TS; more than 160 Great Cormorant at WL (MA); max 9 
Aust Darter at TS, 1 at PDD, MYA, Comerang (JH/GM/GR/WN/MB/JC). 

RAPTORS. Up to 4 Aust Kestrel at Comerang, nests at MYA, Comerang and Coila L.(JC/JL/W.Simes); 
single Australian Hobby at MHS and Pedro Swamp (JM); max 5 Brown Falcon at Comerang including 2 
juveniles, single at Bergalia (JC/DHK); 2 Peregrine at MHS, singles elsewhere (MC); 2 Black-shouldered 
Kite at TS and WL (1 adult and 1 immature at each) and Mystery Bay, 1 at Bergalia and Tilba L. 
(GM/LG/PL/JM/MA/DHK); up to 5 Whistling Kite at TS, nests with young at Horse I. and Coila L.; max 4 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle at TS, juveniles at TS and McKenzies Beach (GR/WN/JW); 2 Swamp Harrier at 
Mystery Bay, singles at Barlings, PDD and Pedro Swamp (EC/JW/BA/JM); single Grey Goshawk at Pedro 
Swamp; 3 Brown Goshawk at BP including 1 young, singles elsewhere; Collared Sparrowhawk at MKS 
and Pedro Swamp (SMG/JM); 2 Wedge-tailed Eagle at Pedro Swamp and Corunna, 1 at MKS and OMBS 
(JM/MA/SMG/TH). 

CRAKES, RAILS, GALLINULES & BUTTON-QUAIL. Increased reports of Buff-banded Rail, 2 at 
MYA and Comerang, 1 at Broulee, MHN and TS (LB/JC/BA/SMG/JH/GR/WN); up to 8 Purple 
Swamphen at Bergalia, juvenile at Pedro Swamp (DHK/JM); 4 to 9 Dusky Moorhen with dependent young 
at Comerang and Eurobodalla Road; up to 90 Eurasian Coot at Central Swamp (JC); a Painted Button-
quail at Pedro Swamp in November. 

WADERS. Up to 14 Masked Lapwing at Comerang; max 46 Red-capped Plover including dependent 
young at TS, 20 at CO (GR/WN/JH/MB/JM/PL); 2 Black-fronted at BI, 1 at Comerang; 65 Bar-tailed 
Godwit at TS, 45 at NA, 10 at MHS, 3 at WL; up to 7 Whimbrel at TS; 23 Eastern Curlew at MHS, up to 
20 at TS, 3 at NA and WL; max 12 Red Knot at TS; up to 58 Red-necked Stint at TS, 7 at Mystery Bay; 
max 11 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at TS. 

SKUAS, GULLS & TERNS. Max 50 Silver Gull at TS; up to 11 Caspian Tern at TS, 7 at WL, 2 at MHS, 
1 at Coila L.; max 25 Crested Tern at TS. 

OTHER NON-PASSERINES. Up to 30 Rock Dove at MYA, 25 at NA (JL/MA); max 15 White-headed 
Pigeon at MKS (SMG); up to 5 Spotted Dove with juveniles at Mystery Bay; 1 Brown Cuckoo-Dove at 
MKS and TS (SMG/JH/GR/WN); up to 10 Common Bronzewing at MKS and MYA (SMG/LB); max 12 
Crested Pigeon including 2 juveniles at Comerang (JC); up to 6 Wonga Pigeon at WL (MA); 2 Peaceful 
Dove with young at Mystery Bay, 2 at Comerang, 1 at PDD (EC/JC/MB); up to 8 Topknot Pigeon at NA, 6 
at Tilba L. (LG/PL/JM/FM); max 33 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo at BP, young at MYA (JW/JL); no 
more than 40 Galah at TS, juveniles at Comerang; max 60 Little Corella at TS, big flocks have left MYA  
(GM/GR/WN/JL); max 10 Sulphur-crested Cockatoo at MYA (JL); up to 300 Rainbow Lorikeet and 20 
Musk at BP; max 12 Crimson Rosella widespread with many immatures; up to 20 Eastern at Comerang 
with young; no more than 20 Aust King-Parrot at MKS, young at BP and PDD; 2 Pallid Cuckoo at 
Comerang, 1 at PDD  and NA, calls at Pedro Swamp and OMBS (JC/MA/MB/JM/TH); 2 Brush at PDD and 
Comerang, calls elsewhere; 1 or 2 Fan-tailed widespread; 2 Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo at OMBS, 1 at CO 



and Comerang, calls at Pedro Swamp; 1 or 2 Shining widespread; up to 3 Eastern Koel at MYA and TS; 
max 3 Channel-billed Cuckoo at MYA, Pedro Swamp and OMBS; Southern Boobook at OMBS and 
Bergalia; 4 Tawny Frogmouth at PDD including 2 juveniles, 3 at TS including 1 immature, 2 at MKS 
(BA/JH/SMG); up to 3 White-throated Nightjar at Pedro Swamp, call at MKS (JM/SMG); 1 Aust Owlet-
nightjar at Comerang (JC); up to 200 White-throated Needletail at CO flying north ahead of a storm front 
(FM); up to 6 Dollarbird at Comerang, nest with young; young Kookaburra reported in December; max 6 
Sacred Kingfisher at Comerang; 2 Azure at Comerang, 1 at MYA and TS (LB/JC/GR/WN). 

PASSERINES. 4 Superb Lyrebird at NA, call at MKS; no more than 4 White-throated Treecreeper; max 
10 Variegated Fairy-wren; up to 40 Superb at Comerang; 1 or 2 Spotted Pardalote at BP, PDD and 
Mystery Bay, calls elsewhere; 6 Striated at Comerang including young, calls at Pedro Swamp; (JC/JM); 
Yellow-throated Scrubwren with nest at Currowan SF (IAG); max 10 White-browed at BP; up to 6 
Brown Gerygone at MYA(LB); up to 6 White-throated at Comerang, 5 at MYA, calls at MKS; most 
thornbills breeding, max 20 Brown, up to 30 Yellow-rumped at Belowra, max 20 Yellow and Striated; up 
to 40 Yellow-faced Honeyeater at MKS; max 6 Lewin’s at TS and MKS; Bell Miner colonies reported at 
TS, NA and WL (GR/WN/MA/FM); no more than 6 Brown-headed Honeyeater at MYA and Comerang; 
max 20 White-naped at MKS and PDD; Noisy Friarbird widespread and breeding; Little and Red 
Wattlebird with dependent young; max 20 New Holland Honeyeater at BP and PDD; many young 
Eastern Spinebill; max 20 Scarlet Honeyeater at MKS; max 12 Eastern Yellow Robin at MKS; up to 13 
Jacky Winter at Comerang; Rose Robin calling at PDD (BA); max 6 Eastern Whipbird at BP; up to 6 
Golden Whistler and 8 Rufous at Comerang; brood of 3 Grey Shrike-thrush reared in Elkhorn at Mystery 
Bay; 2 Crested Shrike-tit at CO (including 1 dependent young) and Mystery Bay, call at MKS 
(FM/MA/SMG); 2 Rufous Fantail at MKS, 1 at PDD, MYA, CO, TS and NA; Grey Fantail widespread, 
max 20 at Comerang; up to 20 Willie Wagtail at Comerang; 4 Black-faced Monarch at MKS and NA, 2 at 
Comerang, 1 at PDD and Mystery Bay, call at Pedro Swamp; max 15 Magpie-lark at MYA (JL); up to 4 
Leaden Flycatcher at MYA and CO, nest at CO (LB/FM); single Restless Flycatcher at Comerang; max 7 
Grey Butcherbird; up to 40 Aust Magpie at Comerang, young widespread; max 25 Pied Currawong at 
Pedro Swamp; 2 Cicadabird at Pedro Swamp, calls at MKS, CO, NA (JM/SMG/PL/MA/AC/FM); max 6 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike widespread; up to 16 White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike at Pedro Swamp including 
2 young, 1 at MKS and Comerang, call at NA (JM/SMG/JC/FM);  up to 6 Aust Figbird at MYA (JW); max 
5 Olive-backed Oriole at CO, including young; more than 30 Australian Raven at Tilba L.; up to 12 
White-winged Chough at MKS, 8 at CO, 4 at Comerang, 3 at Pedro Swamp; max 12 Satin Bowerbird at 
Mystery Bay; up to 4 Common Blackbird at MYA, 1 at TS; up to 100 Common Starling at Comerang; no 
more than 4 Common Myna at MYA, 2 at TS, 1 at Trunketabella; max 60 Welcome Swallow at Comerang; 
max 20 Tree Martin at Comerang and Mystery Bay (JC/EC); up to 10 Silvereye at Comerang and MHS; 3 
Aust Reed Warbler including 1 young at Comerang; up to 4 Golden-headed Cisticola at Comerang; max 4 
Mistletoebird at Comerang, 3 at TS, 2 at MYA, Pedro Swamp, Mystery Bay, calls at MKS and NA; up to 20 
House Sparrow at MYA; max 14 Aust Pipit at Comerang, 1 at TS; up to 20 Red-browed Finch at 
Comerang. 

MAMMALS. One or two Short-beaked Echidna at BP, MKS, Pedro Swamp and Mystery Bay; a 
Common Wombat at Comerang; Sugar Glider  calling at BP and Comerang; 2 Common Ringtail Possum 
at Mystery Bay; 4 Common Brushtail at Comerang, 2 at BP and Mossy Point (JC/JW/HR); max 20 Eastern 
Grey Kangaroo at Mossy Point (HR); more than 50 Red-necked Wallaby at PP (JC/JM); up to 7 Swamp 
Wallaby at Pedro Swamp (JM); 1 Red Fox at Pedro Swamp, roadkill at CO (FM); 8 Bottle-nosed Dolphin 
at CO, 6 at BP (FM/JW); large pods of Humpback Whales at Mystery Bay, and 4 at TS in November 
(GR/WN/MA). 

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS. Up to 12 Snake-necked Turtle at Comerang, 2 at Pedro Swamp, 1 at 
Mossy Point and MHS, egg laying (JC/JM/HR/MC); Dark-flecked and Pale-flecked Sunskink; Weasel 
Skink at BP and Mossy Point (JW/HR); 2 Eastern Blue-tongue at TS and Comerang, 1 at BP, MYA and 
Mystery Bay; up to 3 Jacky Lizard at Mossy Point and Pedro Swamp, 1 at BP; 8 Gippsland Water Dragon 
at Comerang; 2 Lace Monitor Pedro Swamp, 1 at CO; 2 Red-bellied Black Snake at Comerang, 1 at Pedro 
Swamp; Frogs seen or calling: Common Eastern Froglet; Eastern Banjo Frog, Brown-striped Frog (and 
spawn); Spotted Grass Frog, Haswell’s Froglet, Brown, Dendy’s, Smooth and Tyler’s Toadlets; 
Keferstein’s, Brown, Jervis Bay, Lesueur’s, Peron’s, Leaf-Green, Tyler’s and Verreaux’s Tree Frogs 
(JW/JM/JC/HR).  

MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES. Moths: Many Cone Case Moth larvae on Eucalypt saplings and Acacia, 
Cream Wave, Plantain, Mecynata, Banded Porela, Common Anthelid, Coprosma Hawk, Banded Lichen, 
Spotted Lichen, Lydia Lichen, Lichen-eating Caterpillar, Magpie, Tiger, Northern Old Lady, Mistletoe, 
Green-blotched, Bogong, Brown Cutworm, Native Budworm. Butterflies: Splendid Ochre, White-brand 
Grass-skipper, White-banded Grass-dart, Narrow-brand Grass-dart, Southern Sedge-darter, Orchard 



Swallowtail, Black Jezebel, Caper White, Cabbage White, Dusky Knight, Brown Ringlet, Varied Sword-
grass Brown, Common Brown males and females, Meadow Argus, Aust Painted Lady, Yellow Admiral, 
Imperial Hairstreak, Wattle Blue, Common Grass Blue (JW/JM/JC/JL/PJP/FM/E.Edwards). 

BUGS: Harlequin, Assassin, Double-spotted Cicada. BEETLES: Clerid, Net-winged, Click, Plague Soldier, 
Cock Chafer, Small Acacia Longicorn, Pumpkin Copper Kettle, Christmas, Dung; Ladybirds: Micraspis 
frenata, Epilachna sp., Coccinella transversalis, C. undecimpunctata, Harmonia conformis, Illeis galbula, 
Hippodamia variegata. DRAGON AND DAMSELFLIES: Wandering, Scarlet and Black-faced Percher, 
Australian Emperor, Tau Emerald, Blue-spotted Hawker, Aurora Bluetail, Blue Skimmer, Common Glider. 
OTHER INSECTS. Ant Lion, Termites (sp.) on the wing in December, Hover Fly, Crane Fly, Blowfly, 
House Fly, Sand Wasp, Orchid Dupe Wasp at Tartan Tongue Orchids, Yellow-winged Locust, Common 
Garden Katydid nymph (JC/JM/JL). 

SPIDERS. St Andrews Cross, Huntsman, Little Striped Wolf, Daddy Long-legs, Black House, Flat Rock, 
Water, Red back, Comb-footed, White-tailed, Leaf-curling, Silver Orb, more than 2400 Spiny Spiders on 
barbed-wire fencing at Mystery Bay; thanks Ann for counting them! (AC/JW/JC/JL). 

BLOSSOM. Silvertop Ash, Grey Ironbark, Saw Banksia, Rough-barked Apple, Late Black and Red-
stemmed Wattle, Tick Bush, Hairy Apple Berry, Blue Flax Lily, Common Fringe Lily, Tiger Orchid, Tartan 
and Large Tongue Orchid, Hyacinth Orchids (Dipodium variegatum and D. punctatum), Ivy-leaved Violet, 
Victorian Christmas Bush, Slender Rice-flower. (Please note that the common names used here are those 
adopted by PlantNET.) 

RAINFALL. November: 166mm at BP, 132mm at MKS, 120mm at MYA, 126mm at Pedro Swamp, 
110mm at TS, 113.5mm at Comerang, 103.5mm at Mystery Bay. December: 50mm at BP, 39mm at MKS, 
35mm at MYA, 50mm at Pedro Swamp, 25mm at TS, 56mm at Comerang, 29mm at Mystery Bay. 

Contributors        Abbreviations 
BA B Allan, PDD GM G Macnamara, TS BB Batemans Bay 
MA M Anderson, Mystery Bay JM J Morgan, Pedro Swamp BBWG Batemans Bay Water Gardens 
LB L Burden, MYA WN W Nelson, TS BI Bermagui 
MB M Butterfield, ACT PJP P Parker, TS BP Burrewarra Point 
AC A Christiansen, Mystery Bay  HR H Ransom, Mossy Point CO Congo 
JC  J&P Collett, Comerang GR G Rayner, TS DS Durras 
EC E Compston, ACT JW J Whiter, BP ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 
MC M Crowley, MHS FM Field Meeting MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 
LG L Gibson, Dalmeny  A Benson MO Meringo 
IAG I&A Grant  E Edwards MYA Moruya 
SMG S&M Guppy, MKS  A Hardy MH Moruya Heads, N&S 
JH J&J Houghton, TS  D Rosalky NA Narooma 
TH T Hunt, OMBS  W Simes NP Newstead Pond 
DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia   PDD Percy Davis Drive, Broulee 
PL P Latimer, MYA   PP Potato Point 
JL J&J Liney, MYA   SB Surf Beach 
    SF State Forest 
    TS Tuross 
    WL Wallaga Lake 
 
ENHS Committee and Contact Details  
Chair Mike Crowley 4474 2677 crowleymnc@aapt.net.au 
Secretary/Recorder Julie Morgan 4474 5888 juliettamorgan@gmail.com   
Treasurer Gillian Macnamara 4473 9412 gillmac@tpg.net.au 
Committee Mandy Anderson, Eric Andrew, 

Heather Haughton, Peter 
Haughton, David Kay, 
George Rayner  

  

Public Officer and 
Membership 

Peter Haughton 4471 3271 pje@haughton.id.au 
 

Editorial Team Mandy Anderson, Lucy Gibson, 
Gillian Macnamara, Julie Morgan 

  

Editorial enquiries Mandy Anderson 4473 7651 mandy-anderson@bigpond.com  
Website Team David White, David Num, Julie 

Morgan 
 juliettamorgan@gmail.com   
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