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The	  Willie	  Wagtail	  (Rhipidura	  leucophrys)–Latham	  1801	  

The Willie Wagtail is a fantail belonging to the genus Rhipidura which contains a further 47 species. Despite 
sharing part of its name with the wagtails (family Motacillidae) of the northern hemisphere, they are not 
closely related. Three very similar races are recognised: R. l. melaleuca occurs in Indonesia, New Guinea, 
the Solomon Islands and the Bismarck Archipelago; R. l. picata occurs over most of northern Australia; and 
R. l. leucophrys is the nominate subspecies and the one that occurs in the Eurobodalla. 
 
Identification, measurements and confusion 
species 
At 20cm in length the Willie Wagtail is the 
largest species of fantail found in Australia. 
The upperparts and chest are black with the 
exception of a white eyebrow and brownish 
wash to the flight and tail feathers. The belly 
and vent area are pure white. The eye, feet 
and beak are also black. Juveniles can be 
distinguished from adults by the presence of 
brown markings on the wing coverts. 
 
The Restless Flycatcher (Myiangra inquieta) 
can be mistaken for them as they are similarly 
coloured. However, they lack the eyebrow 
and behave very differently. The behaviour 
and calls of the Willie Wagtail are very 
distinctive.  
 
Behaviour, breeding and diet 
Fantails are typically birds adapted to living in forests. The Willie Wagtail, however, has evolved to take 
advantage of more open habitats such as grasslands, and avoids dense forest. It is also highly adaptable and 
today occurs in every major city in Australia. There have been no studies examining why the Willie Wagtail, 
and fantails in general, move their tails to such a great extent. Studies on Motacilla wagtails, which exhibit 
similar tail-wagging behaviour, suggest it is associated with the flushing of prey from vegetation and perhaps 
a sign of vigilance to predators. 
 
Appearing to pair for life, the Willie Wagtail generally breeds from July to January in temperate areas with 
predictable rainfall, with as many as four broods being raised in a season. In more arid areas breeding is 
associated with rainfall. Built from soft fibrous material held together by spider silk, nests are rarely higher 
than five metres above the ground and are often in exposed positions, holding two to four pale cream eggs. 
These are incubated over 14 days with chicks fed at the nest for a further 14 days by both parents. The Pallid 
Cuckoo (Cuculus pallidus), Fantail and Brush Cuckoo (Cacomantis flabelliformis and C. variolosus 
respectively), Shining Bronze and Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx lucidus and C. basalis) have 
all been recorded laying eggs in Willie Wagtail nests.  

 

Willie Wagtail                                                Photo: D. Bertzeletos 



However, the parents are usually able to recognize the foreign eggs and either discard them or abandon the 
nest. The species feeds primarily on insects which it either, catches in flight by hawking or, running and 
picking them from the ground. Ever-moving and territorial, the species is famous for its aggressive behaviour 
and it will readily mob species much larger than itself such as raptors, owls, kookaburras, magpies, cats, 
dogs and humans. The tail is usually fanned when mobbing, perhaps to make the bird look bigger or to draw 
other birds in to assist with mobbing the predator.  
 
In the Eurobodalla and conservation: 
With an adaptable nature, the Willie Wagtail appears not to have suffered from the arrival of Europeans and 
has probably expanded its range. Though introduced predators take adults and young, it appears its 
conservation status is relatively secure. In the Eurobodalla the species is common across all open habitats 
and a familiar sight in both towns and on farms. Dimitris Bertzeletos 
 

 
 
 

 
The Field Meeting Program for 2014 is posted on the ‘Field Meetings’ page of the website.  
 
Saturday July 12, 2pm Pedro Point–Meet at the intersection of Elizabeth Road and Coronation Drive 
Moruya Heads south. Walk along a forest track to view the flowering orchids. White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Grey 
Goshawk, Red-browed Treecreeper. 
 
Sunday July 27, 9am Wasp Head–Meet at the entrance to Murramarang Resort. Wasp Head provides a 
great vantage point for a number of sea species, including Albatross, Australian Gannet, White-fronted Tern. 
 
Birdlife Australia 2020 Winter Shorebird Surveys–Sunday July 27 and Tuesday July 29.  Please see the 
Notice Board page of the ENHS website for full details.  
 
Saturday August 9, 2pm Mummaga Lake–Meet at the car park off the Princes Highway, just south of the 
Brou Tip turn-off. Walk through bush along the edge of the lake. Native orchids should be in flower. This is 
always a good place to see returning cuckoos. 
 
Sunday August 24, 9am Comerang–Meet opposite the Bodalla Police Station. Julie and Peter Collett will 
lead a walk on their farm next to the Tuross River. Stubble Quail, Whistling Kite, Brown Falcon, Restless 
Flycatcher.  *NOTE: This trip has been brought forward from October 26. 
 
Saturday September 13, 2pm Moruya Riverside–Meet at the Moruya Swimming Pool car park, off Shore 
Street (east) Moruya. Walk through Riverside Park east towards the Moruya River. Yellow Thornbill, 
Whistling Kite, Striated Heron, cormorants and Aust Darter. 
 
Sunday September 28, 9.30am Panboola Wetlands–Meet at Smith’s Lookout Bullara Street, Pambula. 
Allow 1.5 hours from Narooma and bring lunch. 
 
 
Out-of-Shire Trip, October 3-6, 2014–Chiltern and the Box Ironbark country just south of Albury, offers 
great opportunities for bird watching any time of the year but most especially in Spring. Birds are at their 
most conspicuous at this time and it is the time that Summer migratory birds begin to arrive. It is a peak 
flowering time and there is also a variety of habitat in close proximity to the Chiltern area. 
 
Accommodation is available in Chiltern but if preferable Albury is close enough to drive down each day. My 
visits to Chiltern have resulted in over 120 species including Speckled Warbler, Southern Whiteface, Regent 
Honeyeater, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Brolga, Diamond Firetail and Bush-Stone curlew.  
 
Please contact Lyn Burden (lynburden@activ8.net.au or 4474 0329) if you are interested or would like more 
details. 
 
Saturday October 11, 2pm Meringo–Meet at the intersection of the Princes Highway and Bingie Road. 
Coastal forest and headland walks. Rufous Fantail, Scarlet Honeyeater, Cicadabird, Brown Gerygone and a 
variety of raptors. 

What’s coming up… 



 
Sunday 19 October 2014–Seabird-watching trip to Montagu Island and beyond. 
A boat is booked with Narooma Charters to take us out for about six hours for a ranger-guided visit to 
Montagu Island and then out to the shelf to look for seabirds. Mid-October is usually the time that the 
shearwaters are returning in large numbers, so we should see more birds than on our last boat trip. It is also 
around the peak of the southerly migration of the humpback whales.  

The boat will leave from Narooma wharf at 8.30 am and the cost will be $120 per person. Light refreshments 
will be provided, but bring your own lunch. The boat will take only 18 people so get in early if you want to 
be sure of a seat–email Helen Kay at dandhkay@harboursat.com.au or phone 4474 5619 to book a place. 
 
Sunday October 26, 9am Wadbilliga Junction–Meet opposite the Bodalla Police Station. Access through 
private property to the intersection of the Tuross and Wadbilliga Rivers. *NOTE: This trip has been 
pushed back from August 24. 
 

 

 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Eurobodalla Natural History Society (the Society) was held at the 
Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens on Sunday 25th May 2014 with 15 members in attendance. The 
minutes from the 2013 AGM were taken as read. Updates were given on the Birds and Places Guide for the 
Eurobodalla, the Local Moth Guide, the out-of-shire trip for 2014 and the threatened species surveys.  
 
Chair’s Report: David Kay reported that the Society’s financial position remained strong, participation in 
the program of field meetings was good and membership remained at over 100 individuals. The Society’s 
newsletter and Nature in Eurobodalla continue to record the changes and fluctuations in the fauna of the 
shire, maintaining an historical record and so achieving one of the primary aims of the Society. He thanked 
the committee members for their contributions throughout the year. David thanked Malcolm Griggs who had 
taken up the position of treasurer and Julie Morgan for her work as secretary and recorder. A special thank 
you was given to Heather Haughton, who is retiring from the committee, for her contribution over the past 
few years. David also thanked all members for their continued support of the Society’s activities. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Julie Morgan detailed the participation of the Society’s members in a number of 
conservation and survey activities, including the BirdLife Australia 2020 Shorebird Surveys, the NPWS 
Shorebird Recovery Program, Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater Surveys and the contribution to the Birds 
of the Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens brochure. She reported on the Society’s website which 
continues to be well-patronised by members and non-members. Members were encouraged to put forward 
their suggestions for the 2015 program of field meetings. Richard Nipperess was welcomed to the newsletter 
team and Mandy Anderson was thanked for taking on the mail-out of the newsletter.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Malcolm Griggs reported that the Society’s financial position continued to be sound. 
Income for the year was $2226.59; expenditure $3100.52; the bank balance $3912.34; and the ANZ term 
deposit $6940.63. 
 
Office bearers and committee nominees were elected unopposed. Richard Nipperess was welcomed to the 
committee. Please see the table that appears on the last page of the newsletter for full details of the 2014–15 
committee.  
 
General business 
Two motions were put to the AGM and both were passed unanimously. 
 

1. The meeting endorses the proposal from the committee that subscriptions for the 2015 calendar year 
be increased to $20 for individual membership and to $30 for family membership. 

2. The meeting authorises the committee to allocate up to $600 in the 2014 calendar year to reimburse 
members for the use of their vehicles for the conduct of threatened species surveys. 

 
Other items included a visit to the area by the Canberra Ornithological Group (COG), the Birdlife 2020 
Winter Shorebird Surveys and the Nature Conservation Council Regional Conference. Julie Morgan 
 

AGM Report 



 
 
 

The honeyeater migration was in full swing in March, with hundreds of Red Wattlebird and Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater departing their summer breeding grounds. We had a couple of unusual species among these more 
common migrants–Jill Whiter reported three Blue-faced Honeyeater with Red Wattlebird at Burrewarra 
Point and Janet Haughton had a Little Friarbird among Red Wattlebird at Tuross. It’s been a while since 
these species have visited our area. The last record of Blue-faced Honeyeater was in 2004 at Bermagui and 
Little Friarbird were seen at Batemans Bay, Moruya and Pedro Swamp in 2007. 
 
It’s been the first year that I can remember that the Spotted Gum hasn’t flowered across the Eurobodalla in 
autumn. Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater surveys were conducted in May and neither species was 
recorded. Mugga Ironbark (Eucalyptus tricarpa) was flowering in many parts of the shire but very little was 
actually feeding on the blossom. This seems to add weight to the theory that it is the extensive flowering of 
Spotted Gum that attracts the Swift Parrot to the Eurobodalla. Spotted Gum was in flower just west of 
Central Tilba and there we found 1,000 Little Lorikeet, 800 Musk Lorikeet and around 200 Rainbow 
Lorikeet in an area of one square kilometre. It is very unusual to be in a forest where the calls of Little 
Lorikeet drowned out everything else, but that’s what Dianne Deans and I experienced here. While we were 
out in the forests, we heard the song of the Superb Lyrebird right across the shire. The increased activity 
marks the start of the breeding season–the males become more vocal and the variety of mimicry in their song 
increases as they try to attract a female. It is quite a privilege to witness neighbouring male lyrebirds, each at 
the boundary of their territory, trying to outdo the other in a local ‘sing-off’. 
 
Our usual winter visitors arrived, White-eared and Fuscous Honeyeater, Double-banded Plover and the 
Scarlet Robin. The conservation status of the Scarlet Robin in NSW is ‘Vulnerable’ and we have had fewer 
reports of this species over the past few years. It seems that we are witnessing first-hand the decline of this 
species. It’s been a few years since we’ve had a report of a White-plumed Honeyeater in the Eurobodalla but 
this year Bill Nelson recorded a bird on the Eurobodalla Road in April. Julie Morgan 
 

 

 

When a southerly wind blows up, it is a good opportunity to check out sea birds from your local headland. 
Birds to watch out for include the Australasian Gannet, Giant-Petrel species, Common Diving-Petrel, Fairy 
Prion, White-fronted Tern, and the Pacific Gull, (particularly immatures) and a number of Albatross species, 
including our more common species of Black-browed, Shy and Yellow-nosed, and the occasional 
Wandering. Another visitor to the area over winter is the Gull-billed Tern, a species that has visited 
Cullendulla for the past two years. I’m sure that Dimitris will be out in July to check out if they return this 
year. Humpback and Southern Right Whales migrate north at this time. Over the last few winters we’ve seen 
Southern Right Whales in the Broulee to Pedro Point area and, in 2012, a female gave birth to her calf at 
Pedro Point.  
 
The Short-beaked Echidna is more active during the day 
in the cooler months and, towards the end of winter, you 
may see a number of them together in a breeding 
procession. Echidnas are usually seen on their own but 
during courtship two or more males will pursue a female 
in an effort to mate with her (pictured). She always leads 
the procession and the males tend to follow her in single 
file until she stops. They will then move to her side and 
push each other out of the way as they try to ‘jockey’ for 
the prime position. The successful male will then attempt 
to flip her over onto her side by putting his snout under 
her body. During this courtship period, the group will 
walk, rest and feed together. I’ve seen up to three males 
with a female at Pedro Swamp although ‘trains’ of as 
many as 11 males have been recorded. Julie Morgan 
 

 

Looking back over Autumn 2014 

What to look out for this Winter  

Echidnas in procession      Photo: J. Morgan 



 
 
 

I wonder how many of us were first introduced to the joy and appreciation of birds through membership of 
the Gould League (the League) in our primary school days. I have always credited my love of nature to my 
mother, who used to park me in a pram at the bottom of the garden so that she didn’t have to listen to me 
crying. I am sure that the blue wrens used to watch over me. But I also remember the excitement and 
anticipation of the arrival of the League annual badge and certificate in my days at Engadine Public School. 
The League has had a vast impact and input into bird appreciation, nature study, natural science, 
conservation and environmental education in Australia. It had a strong voice in the formation of 
environmental policy at a political level, and a huge impact on teachers and students, showing them how to 
care for the environment in practical ways. 
 
In 1910, Walter Finigan (1885-1976), a young teacher at Wellington Public School, had a discussion with his 
headmaster about the idea of a society to raise children’s awareness of birds, and to take a stand against the 
legal destruction of birds, their nests and eggs. Egg-collecting was a common hobby amongst young people 
in the first half of the 20th century and many class-rooms were decorated with strings of blown native birds’ 
egg shells. As a result of the discussion, the League was established at a meeting of the Wellington District 
Public Schoolteachers Association, and initially 23 children paid one penny for life membership. Two years 
later, there were 104 branches in schools, and by 1930, the number exceeded 2000. The pledge of the Gould 
League of Bird Lovers was: 
 
“I hereby promise to protect all birds except those that are noxious, and to refrain from unnecessary 
collection of wild birds’ eggs.” 
 
After visiting Wellington Public School, the Chief Inspector took the idea forward, and Birdlife supplements 
were included in the Public Instruction (later Public Education) Gazette, the mouth-piece of the Department 
of Education. Walter Finigan wrote to the NSW Premier, the Governor, the Minister for Public Instruction 
and the Director of Education, inviting them to become patrons. All four accepted. From 1922, the President 
of the League was the Director of Education, thus officially cementing the League’s place in schools and 
public education. Right up to the 1950’s, young teachers looking for promotion were advised to encourage 
the League when the inspector was coming. 
 
Each year, children received a certificate and a badge (pictured below). The badge was made of solid metal 
and hand-coloured in enamel. The first was released in 1928 and featured a Willy Wagtail. The badges were 
discontinued in 1967, the same year as the League dropped ‘Bird Lovers’ from its title to broaden its aims to 
embrace the conservation of all forms of wildlife and to concentrate on environmental action. 
 

Annual Bird Day celebrations featured a 
quirky competition–bird-call imitations 
by school boys. Presumably girls had 
different vocal structure and couldn’t 
compete. I cannot imagine today’s 12-
year-olds taking part in such an activity 
for the honour of their school temporarily 
holding the Dawson Shield, a perpetual 
trophy. In 1921, Hurstville and Five Dock 
Public Schools tied for 1st place, with 
Mortdale Public School coming 3rd. 
Later, Mortdale won on 8 consecutive 
occasions and was presented with the 
trophy permanently in 1944. A second 
shield was produced and it was won by 
Merimbula Public School. In 1961, 2500 
school-children competed, requiring two 

concerts to be held. By then, girls had finally been allowed to participate. The League was the sponsor of 
literary and photographic competitions, the best of which were reproduced in the Education Gazette. 
 
In 1934, the League produced the first 78rpm record of bird-calls, recording the songs rendered by Bird Day 
competition winners. In 1963, actual field recordings were produced, with commentary by Alec Chisholm. 
Many of us now depend on birding apps on an iPod or ‘smart phone’ which include photographs, maps and 

The Gould League of Bird Lovers 



information, along with the calls. In addition, slides and film-strips were produced and distributed to schools 
by the Visual Education Centres. 
 
In 1931, Neville Cayley’s book ‘What Bird Is That?’ was published. Cayley was a member of the Gould 
League Council and his book proved to be a very profitable publication because he accepted a lump sum in 
return for the rights, to the benefit of the League for many years. A portion of the funds was used to sponsor 
a scholarship in economic ornithology. The initial winner was the eminent ornithologist Allan Keast. 
 
The League can be credited with gradually bringing about a change in public attitudes to birds and their 
conservation, and in 1948, the Fauna Protection Act was passed, followed eventually in 1967 by the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act. Many members of parliament responsible for the passage of these bills were no 
doubt members of the League in their primary school days. During the 1970’s, the League set itself up as a 
resource centre, supplying programmes and teaching aids for environmental education. It also established 
field studies centres, including at Wirrimbirra near Bargo, which I used regularly during my time as a 
teacher-librarian at Picton High School. Ultimately these centres were taken over by the Department of 
Education. 
 
During the 80th anniversary celebrations in the 1990’s, a 90-year old man from western Sydney was able to 
produce his original membership card and badge. James Dawson, Principal of Wellington Public School 
(1916) said, 
 
“Caring for birds will make us careful too of our trees and forests which are the homes of the birds. It will 
make us better Australians and better men and women.”  
 
Ultimately the League proved to be so successful in promoting environmental education and in spawning 
many environmental groups and associations that it had made itself redundant. In 2010, the Gould League 
Council decided to stage a ceremony to celebrate its centenary, choosing as the venue Wellington Public 
School beneath the same elm tree where the League had been founded. This same ceremony signalled the 
closure of the League which had brilliantly achieved its mission. Mandy Anderson 
 
Source: Roberts, Peter and Tribe, David.  The Gould League in New South Wales: from bird lovers to 
environmentalists. (Sydney, Gould League, 2011) 
 
 

 

 

When I was introduced to bird watching with binoculars, a whole new world of colour and detail opened up 
for me. Recently, I began to wonder about life from a bird’s perspective and did a little research. Here is a 
brief and selective summary of what I found out about our unique and visually talented, feathered friends. 
(Thank you internet!) 
 
A bird’s eye is larger relative to its skull than a human eye. 
Birds have three eyelids, upper, lower and a nictitating, 
transparent, movable membrane with its own lubrication duct 
used in cleaning and protecting the eye. The avian eye 
resembles that of a reptile, with ciliary muscles that can change 
the shape of the lens very rapidly compared to mammals. There 
are two sorts of light receptors in the bird’s eye called rods and 
cones. The rods are for night vision and cones are used to help 
distinguish between different colours. Birds have five pigment 
oil filters in their cones, we have only three. This means that 
birds live in a far more enhanced and subtle world than we do. 
Sea birds use red oil filters to cut down blue light scattered up 
from the sea which makes it easier to discern small objects. It 
has been discovered that birds are able to see the ultraviolet 
part of the spectrum so that birds glow like neon signs to each 
other. Lots of things reflect ultraviolet light, we just can’t see it. 
For example, young bird’s gapes, insects and flowers and, even 
rodent urine, which has a high phosphorous content that makes for easy-tracking for birds of prey on the 
hunt. Also, clothing washed in high phosphorous detergent must look amazing to birds. 

Bird’s Eye View 

Eagle Eye               Photo: A. Christiansen 



Birds have special fovea which is a spot in the retina that has the highest resolution. Humans only have one 
in each eye which only covers the middle 40% of the visual field and the greatest concentration of cones in 
this area only covers 10% of this. Birds of prey have two fovea in each eye and these help their eyes act as 
both macro and zoom lens at the same time. Sea birds have a single large fovea that’s a strip instead of just a 
spot, so the horizon always stays nice and crisp while they fly. 
 
Birds also have a unique structure in their eyeball called the Pecten Oculi which is chock-full of blood 
vessels. This delivers all the nutrients needed while reducing the blood vessels that would block the retina 
during rapid movement, so their eyes remain clear in fast-changing light conditions—flying fast through 
trees for instance. 
 
Science has been investigating different birds and their use of magnetoreception—the ability to detect and 
navigate by magnetic fields. Bird’s retinas are full of a molecule called cryptochrome which can produce 
molecules called radicals which have unpaired electrons. Pairs of these radicals react in such a way that they 
are affected by magnetic fields. It is thought that since these reactions are taking place in the eye it’s possible 
that birds can see magnetic fields. 
 
Birds can see more clearly than us and more vividly, with an ultraviolet-enhanced glow to the natural world 
that must be sensational. They can also navigate by detecting and possibly seeing magnetic fields. So it 
seems all birds are lucky ducks when it comes to vision, on top of which they can also fly. 
Ann Christiansen 
 

 
 
 
 

On Sunday 27th April, 29 ENHS members ventured out on a grey morning to our rocky shoreline to learn 
about the origins and history of our local geological formations, guided and informed by local geologists, 
Geoff Scott and Judith Egan. Our geology lesson commenced at Shelly Beach, Moruya Heads (south) where 
Geoff explained the basic concepts of the Earth’s structure and introduced us to the meta-sedimentary rock 
turbidite, the oldest rocks of the region and part of The Wagonga Beds–an extensive group of sedimentary 
and volcanic rocks which are found along the coast from Batemans Bay to Bermagui. The turbidite was 
formed from deep ocean water sediments deposited by turbidity currents between 480 and 500 million years 
ago, and later altered by weight of overlying sediment and, heat and pressure associated with plate 
techtonics. It is a brown rock with a high iron content that began as a sedimentary rock before it was 
‘cooked’, folded and tilted into the meta-sedimentary rock that it is today. Turbidite has black veins running 
through it, formed during the metamorphic process where melted silica mineral was forced out of the rock 
into cracks, quickly solidifying to form the veins. Geoff explained that quartz is formed by very slow-cooling 
silica–quartz and gold being the last to crystalise out of the molten mineral mix. Geoff said that gold occurs 
along some quartzite veins in this area where the granites intrude into the ‘country’ (older) rock. 
 
Our tour progressed further south where our next stop was Mullimburra Point. Here we found turbidite 
bedding (meta-sedimentary) with a wide granite intrusion, also known as a dyke. Geoff explained that the 
turbidite here was further altered by heat due to proximity to a large body of granite magma. We observed 
fractures across the turbidite bedding caused by the granite intrusion, the granite being approximately 390 

million years old (of Devonian origin), making it around 
110 million years younger than the older turbidite.  
 
We also observed honeycomb weathering, a process of 
weathering aided by saltwater which forms circular holes 
in the rock surface. Geoff explained that granite can 
sometimes look like sandstone when the softer feldspar 
erodes from the surface of the granite, leaving only the 
harder quartz behind to form the appearance of sandstone. 
 
Again we travelled further south to Bingie Bingie Point, 
where the amazing assemblage of various granite and 
basalt intrusions has resulted in one of the most researched 
geological formations of eastern Australia. The complex 
suite of granitic rocks exposed here was formed 
approximately 390 million years ago and is part of the 

ENHS Geology Tour 

Bingie Bingie Point     Photo: G. McVeigh 



Moruya Batholith which includes the Moruya, Bingie and Tuross granites. This is the same granite we saw 
intruding into the turbidite at Mullimburra Point. We noticed that there are two distinctly-coloured granites 
present, the lighter grey rock, Tuross tonalite, and the darker rock, gabbroic diorite. The different colours are 
due to differences in the minerals that make up the rocks, and the simultaneously from the slow-cooling of 
two co-existing (but different) types of magma which, because of their different chemical compositions and 
melting temperatures, didn’t mix well (similar in comparison to water alongside oil). The boundary between 
the two types of rock is well defined and elliptical inclusions of the darker diorite (called enclaves–which 
look like ‘bubbles’ of rock) in the lighter tonalite are prevalent. These ‘bubbles’ of dark granite into the 
lighter granite is called magma mingling, and the sub-parallel alignment of the dark enclaves indicates that 
the lighter tonalite was still partially molten and moving when the ‘bubbles’ of dark rock became included. 
 
As we moved across the site we discovered dykes of five different types of rocks, including dacite, a granite 
which has a very similar composition to the tonalite but has arrived at the surface at a later date, and cooled 
quickly forming a fine-grained rock. Dacite has a high crystal combined with high silica content, making it 
viscous and prone to explosive eruptions. A notorious example of the consequent presence of dacite magma 
is the devastating eruption of Mount St. Helens in Oregan USA, in which dacite domes formed from 
previous eruptions. 
 
We then observed the thick black lines of rock intrusions or alkali basalt dykes that cut into the granite 
formations in this area. These basalt dykes are somewhat of a geological mystery. They are not related to the 
much younger Tertiary-aged basalts widespread throughout the region and, their age is uncertain–mysterious 
factors that have led to these particular rocks becoming heritage listed and studied by geologists from all 
over the world. Judith then revealed that garnets can be found within the basalt dykes, which led to a race to 
be the first member to find one–with Peter Gow winning the blue ribbon! Following the discovery of more 
garnets, we wandered back to the carpark, spotting a White-bellied Sea-Eagle and an Eastern Reef Egret 
along the way. We finished the trip with lunch on the beach when finally the sun graced us with its presence. 
A huge thank you goes out to Geoff and Judith for their time to take us on a geological-time-walk along our 
beautiful and ancient coast line. 
 
If you would like more information about the geology of Shelly Beach, Mullimburra Point and Bingie Bingie 
Point, please contact Julie Morgan who will be able to provide you with the information handout that Geoff 
supplied to participants on the day. Narelle Jones 
 
 

 
 
 

 
I was going to begin this piece on kangaroo grass with a short paragraph about the importance of grasses to 
our continued existence on Planet Earth. This would have been intended to focus the attention of members of 
the group to the often overlooked grass species that inhabit our district. However, I shall keep that for 
another time.  
 
Kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra) is probably the most widespread of all the grasses in Australia. It grows 
in all states, in all latitudes and at all altitudes, except for high alpine regions. However, its dominance has 
been considerably reduced by heavy grazing since white 
settlement, as it does not do well under such conditions. 
 
In primary school we learnt (at least I did) about the explorer Sir 
Thomas Mitchell riding through grasslands where the seed heads 
came up to the horses’ shoulders. He thought this central and south 
western part of New South Wales was so wonderful that he called 
it ‘Australia Felix’. He believed that he was riding through 
Themeda triandra, but it is more likely, given the distribution and 
growth habit of that grass, that it was the rather similar, but strictly 
inland, Themeda avenacea. 
 
The name Themeda is derived from an Arabic word for a 
depression where water collects after rain. Kangaroo grass does do 
well in floodways and along drainage lines, but good growth also 
occurs in less moist situations. The specific name, triandra, is from 

A Grass to Admire: Themeda triandra 

Themeda triandra                Photo: ANBG 



the Greek ’treis’ meaning three, and ‘andr’ man, referring to the three male flower pieces that surround the 
fertile female piece. For over twenty years, some botanists considered that the Australian grass T. australis 
was synonymous with the cosmopolitan T. triandra, but another group did not agree and maintained that 
they were two separate species. These two groups remained at daggers drawn until finally, in 2009, they 
came to an agreement that T. triandra should be the accepted name throughout Australia, and beyond.  
 
Kangaroo grass can be described as a densely tufted warm season perennial, i.e. it flowers in early summer 
and has its main growth period through the warm months. Because of this, it is a very useful grazing species, 
except perhaps at higher altitudes during the winter when it is dry, low in protein and digestible 
carbohydrates. It is however, an attractive ornamental grass for domestic situations. The dry leaves take on a 
red tinge with the cold, but turn a soft green as spring approaches. It can be mown short for most of the year, 
provided it is dense enough, to make a softish, hard-wearing, drought-resistant sward. If mowing is withheld 
during the late winter and early spring, the grass will flower in great profusion, allowing for a wonderful play 
of light and shadow as the wind moves across it.  
 
Intensive grazing and replacement with introduced pasture grasses have reduced the incidence of kangaroo 
grass. In these parts, we most commonly see it alongside road verges that are mown periodically. It out-
competes many weedy species and is often the dominant species. When it is in full flower, it is difficult 
sometimes to keep one’s eyes on the road. Jenny Liney 
 

 

 

 

Earlier this year Helen and I decided to celebrate our birthdays on 
Lord Howe Island, the most easterly outpost of NSW. We had 
heard that it provided good opportunities for bird watching, 
walking and other nature-based activities. We were not 
disappointed.  
 
The warning sign on the road outside our apartment (pictured) 
was the first thing to attract our interest, and whilst we did not see 
any woodhens or muttonbirds on the roads we saw good numbers 
elsewhere. Like most remote islands, Lord Howe is home to a 
number of endemic species and the woodhen is the best known. 
On the edge of extinction in the 1970’s due to the impact of 
introduced predators, it has responded remarkably well to a 
recovery program and can now be seen wandering around most of 
the island including the settled areas–we even had one wander 
onto the veranda of our apartment to check us out. 
 

The timing of our visit was propitious in that species which 
winter there had started to arrive whilst those which spend 
summer there were still around in fair numbers. Birds which 
are recorded rarely in the Eurobodalla, such as Black-winged, 
Kermadec and Providence Petrel (pictured), Red-tailed 
Tropicbird, Masked Booby, Grey Ternlet, Sooty and White 
Tern were breeding and present in abundance, along with 
breeding colonies of Common and Black Noddy. 
 
The highlight was the boat trip to Balls Pyramid, a volcanic 
remnant 23km SE of the main island which rises vertically to 
550m and literally swarms with seabirds. We were lucky we 
booked the trip on the only calm day of the week. It was 
closely followed by a picnic by the beach one evening when 
we watched hundreds of Flesh-footed Shearwater returning to 
their burrows in the twilight.  

 
I was particularly intrigued by the Kermadec and Providence Petrel–visually very difficult to distinguish, yet 

Things you don’t often see in the Eurobodalla 
hat to expect for summer 

Photo: D. Kay 

Providence Petrel  Photo: D. Kay 



behaviourally quite distinct. The former spend the summer at Balls Pyramid, leaving in March/April, at the 
time the latter arrive to breed over the winter months on the south end of Lord Howe. One delightful aspect 
of Lord Howe, apart from the truly spectacular scenery, was that most of the birds seemed totally 
unperturbed by our presence and allowed us to get up close–we had a Buff-banded Rail wander into the 
apartment one day and a Golden Whistler (a subspecies endemic to the island) hop in on another.  David Kay 
 
 
 

 
ENHS members have many stories to tell about their 
observations of nature. ‘My Patch’ is a forum where these 
stories can be shared with others and will be published 
both in the newsletter and on the website. Photos are 
welcome. Please send your contributions to 
mypatch@enhs.org.au 
 
 
 
Logo design Trevor King 
 
 

 
Nankeen Kestrel at Moruya Showground 
 
On May 15, I noticed a very recently-fledged Nankeen Kestrel, who was quite unsure of what ‘kestrel-
flying’ is all about. This was really obvious, because ‘he’ kept his practice circuit to the: 

• Showground running rail  
• Low-set caravan power boxes 
• Football goal posts 
• Floodlight towers, but not very high (the top of the towers is quite high–he was not trying that on 

this day) 
 
Some years ago I saw young kestrels practising around the same circuit. 
 
I did not cross the showground again for a couple of days. During that time I am sure he would have reached 
the pinnacle of the lighting towers, from where he would be able to survey the whole of the showground for 
potential prey. Oddly enough, there were no support-kestrels in the vicinity–this one was going solo. I 
watched for about 15 minutes–it was quite a moving experience. John Liney 
 
 
Highlights from ENHS records - Autumn 2014 
 
Avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 
Musk Duck 8 Nelligen MG In small groups 
Black Swan More than 

120 
WL FM  

Pink-eared Duck 8, 2  OMBS/ 
Trunketabella 

DB/JM/ 
MA 

 

Aust Shoveler 100, 20 OMBS/Barlings 
Swamp 

DB/JM/ 
MA 

 

Grey and Chestnut Teal More than 
600 of each 

OMBS DB/JM Over 2,000 ducks on OMBS in early 
March 

Pacific Black Duck More than 
600 

OMBS DB/JM  

Hardhead 5, 4 PS/OMBS JM/FM  
Red-tailed Tropicbird 2 Montagu Is DB Adult and juvenile 
Hoary-headed Grebe 30 Long Swamp FM  
White-headed Pigeon Up to 20 MKS SMG  
Brown Cuckoo-Dove 2 MKS SMG  



Peaceful Dove 5 Com JC  
Bar-shouldered Dove 6, 3, 1 Cullendulla 

Creek/BP/ 
Montagu Is 

DB/JW  

Tawny Frogmouth 2 Deua R/TS/Com MS/JH/JC  
White-throated Nightjar 2 Deua R MS March 
Aust Owlet-nightjar 1 Com JC  
White-throated 
Needletail 

More than 
150 

Com JC Last report on 16th March at MKS 
(SMG) 

Gould’s Petrel 2 pair Montagu Is DB Each pair with a chick in the nest. 
Albatross sp Up to 10 MHS JM Shy, Black-browed and Yellow-nosed 

off Montagu Is in March (DB) 
Little Penguin 1 MB MA/AC Beachcast in March 
Aust Darter 4 OMBS DB/JM  
Little Black Cormorant Up to 200 TS JH  
Pied Cormorant 2 Long Swamp FM  
White-necked Heron 1 MYA JM Immature 
Intermediate Egret 1 Catalina/PS/ 

OMBS/Com 
MG/JM/ 
DB/JC 

 

Cattle Egret Up to 30 MYA JM First return 14th March at Com (JC) 
Striated Heron 2 TS JH Near the boatshed in March 
Little Egret 50 MYA JL On a paddock on the western side of 

the highway, north of town.  
Eastern Reef Heron 1 Bingie FM  
Straw-necked Ibis More than 

400 
MYA JM/MA Feeding on paddocks and in flocks 

overflying Moruya 
Royal Spoonbill 40 NA MA  
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 1 Com JC  
Eastern Osprey 1 MYA/NA/MB SMG/MA 

B Jones 
Immature at MB in March 

Square-tailed Kite 1 MB MA/AC Last record in March 
Whistling Kite 2 Com JC Nest building in March, young in May 
Brown Goshawk 1, 2 BP/Com JW/JC  
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 BP/Deua R JW/MS  
Grey Goshawk 1 Eurobodalla Rd/ 

MB 
MA/AC  

Spotted Harrier 1 TS/Montagu Is  JM/DB At its usual spot in TS - cnr of Hector 
McWilliam Dr and the highway 

Swamp Harrier 1 Barlings Swamp MA  
Little Eagle 1 Bingie DHK  
Australian Hobby 3 Barlings Swamp FM 2 adults and an immature. 
Peregrine Falcon 2 MKS SMG  
Purple Swamphen 80 Barlings Swamp FM  
Buff-banded Rail 1 or 2 TS JH Also on Montagu Is (DB) 
Spotless Crake Up to 4 PS JM Until March 18th   
Eurasian Coot Up to 1,000 Barlings 

Swamp/OMBS 
FM  

Aust Pied Oystercatcher Up to 20 TS WN  
Sooty Oystercatcher 30 MB MA/AC  
Pacific Golden Plover 1 MB MA/AC In March 
Red-capped Plover Up to 43 TS WN  
Double-banded Plover Up to 14 TS WN First return 3 March 
Black-fronted Dotterel 5, 4 Runnyford 

Rd/Bingie 
DSD/JM/ 
DHK 

 

Hooded Plover 4 WL FM Adult with 3 immatures. 
Bar-tailed Godwit 160 NA B Jones In March 
Whimbrel 5 TS WN In March 
Eastern Curlew 6 TS WN  
Common Greenshank 2 TS WN In March 



Red-necked Stint 84 TS WN In March 
Pomarine Jaeger 6 Montagu Is DB March 
Little Tern 2 TS WN 

 
In March 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 6 to 9 Deua R MS  
Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoo 

Up to 35 MB MA  

Gang-Gang Cockatoo Up to 20, 14 PS/Coolagolite JM/DO  

Little Corella More than 
200 

MYA JL  

Musk Lorikeet 800  Tilba area DSD/JM In an area where Spotted Gum was 
flowering. 

Little Lorikeet 1,000 Tilba area DSD/JM In an area where Spotted Gum was 
flowering. 

Aust King Parrot <100 Com JC Larger groups gather at this time of the 
year. 

Crimson Rosella 35 Eurobodalla Rd WN Flock of mainly young birds in a 
paddock 

Swift Parrot 1 PS JM Single bird overflying in early April 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 MKS/PS/OMBS 

Bergalia 
SMG/JM/ 
DB/DHK 

Immatures at PS, OMBS and Bergalia 

Powerful Owl Calls MKS/Deua R SMG/MS Pair calling to each other on a property 
on the Araluen Road 

Masked Owl 1 PS JM In March 
Azure Kingfisher 2 TS WN  
Sacred Kingfisher 2 Com/NA JC/B Jones Last records in March 
Superb Lyrebird 7 Boyne SF DSD/JM Males very vocal 
Southern Emu-Wren 6 Cullendulla Ck DB  
Large-billed Scrubwren 1 

3 
NA/  
Benandarah SF 

B Jones/ 
DSD/JM 

At Ringlands 

White-throated 
Gerygone 

1 Montagu Is DB Juvenile in March 

Buff-rumped Thornbill 2 MYA DSD/JM  
Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater 

Hundreds BP/TS JW/WN Migrating north  

White-eared 
Honeyeater 

6 NA DSD/JM First return to PS on March 16th (JM). 

Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeater 

5 NA DSD/JM  

Fuscous Honeyeater Up to 20 PS JM Moved in at the end of May 
White-plumed 
Honeyeater 

1 Eurobodalla Rd WN  

Crescent Honeyeater 5 MYA DSD/JM  
White-cheeked 
Honeyeater 

4 MYA DSD/JM  

Brown-headed 
Honeyeater 

20 MYA DSD/JM  

Blue-faced Honeyeater 3 BP JW First record since 2004. 
Noisy Friarbird 2 Com JC May record 
Little Friarbird 1 TS JH On March 31st with several Red 

Wattlebird. Last record in 2007. 
Varied Sittella 6 Com JC  
White-bellied Cuckoo-
shrike 

1 or 2 PS JM  

Cicadabird 1 PS JM Last record March 20th  
Rufous Whistler Up to 6 Com JC Last records in March 
Australian Figbird 10, 1 MYA, WL JM/FM  
White-breasted 
Woodswallow 

5, 30 PS/OMBS JM/DB At PS until April 20th  



Dusky Woodswallow 9 Eurobodalla Rd WN In April 
Grey Currawong 1 MKS/PS SMG/JM In March 
Spangled Drongo 1 Lilli Pilli/PS/ 

MB/NA 
IAG/JM/ 
AC/  
B Jones 

March-April. Many sightings of this 
species this year along the NSW south 
coast. 

Rufous Fantail 6 
2 

NA 
PS 

B Jones 
JM 

At Ringlands on March 23rd.  
Including a juvenile until early Apr. 

Leaden Flycatcher 1 PS JM Last record March 20th  
Black-faced Monarch Call Boyne SF DSD/JM Heard on May 11th – late record 
Little Raven 100 Com JC  
White-winged Chough Up to 23 PS JM 3 groups – 1x10, 1x8, 1x5, all with 

immatures. 
Scarlet Robin 1 PS/MO/NA DHK/DSD/

JM 
Fewer records this year 

Rose Robin 4 MB AC  
Golden-headed 
Cisticola 

6 
3 

Com/ 
Eurobodalla Rd 

JC/ 
WN 

 

Aust Reed Warbler 4 PS JM Juvenile March 2nd  
Silvereye Thousands NA DSD/JM Along Wagonga Scenic Drive in May 
Fairy Martin More than 10 Corunna L JM/AC  
Tree Martin At least 100 Corunna L JM/AC  
Bassian Thrush 3, 1 ERBG/Lilli Pilli FM/IAG  
Australian Pipit Up to 14 Com JC  
European Goldfinch 2 Com JC  
 
 
Non-avian species Number Place  Observer Comments 
Wombat 1 and signs Coolagolite DO  
Long-nosed Bandicoot Signs MB MA/AC  
Sugar Glider calls BP/Mossy Pt, 

PS/Com 
JW/HR/JM
/JC 

 

Greater Glider 2 Bingie DHK  
Common Ringtail Possum 2 to 3 MB MA/AC  
Common Brushtail Possum 2 

6 
NA 
Com 

MA/ 
JC 

Golden colouration 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Up to 63 Coolagolite DO  
Red-necked Wallaby More than 

10 
Deua R MS  

Grey-headed Flying Fox Several 
1 

Mossy Pt/MB 
MYA 

HR/MA/ 
AC/JL 

 
Dead on power lines 

Dingo Call Com JC In March 
Rabbit More than 

50 
MB MA/AC  

Snake-necked Turtle Up to 10 Barlings 
Swamp, Com 

FM/JC  

Eastern Blue Tongue 1 Coolagolite DO  
Gippsland Water Dragon 10 Com JC  
Jacky Lizard 1 or 2 Mossy Pt, PS, 

Coolagolite 
HR/JM/DO March/April 

Lace Monitor 1 Deua R MS March 
Diamond Python 1 or 2 PS/MB JM/MA/ 

AC 
Young at MB 

Red-bellied Black Snake 2 Deua R/Com MS/JC  
Eastern Brown Snake 1 Deua R MS March 
Australian Fur Seal 5 Bingie FM April 
Humpback Whale Small 

groups 
Mullimburra 
Pt/ PP 

DHK/MS  

Southern Right Whale 1 Off MO DHK  
 



Frogs 
AC/JC/JL/JM/ 
DO/HR/JW/FM 

Common Eastern Froglet, Brown Striped Frog, Haswell’s Froglet, Brown, Dendy’s and Tyler’s 
Toadlet; tree frogs: Brown, Jervis Bay, Keferstein’s, Lesueur’s, Peron’s, Leaf-green, Tyler’s, 
Verreaux’s, Eastern Sedgefrog 

Moths 
JW/JC/JM 

Bardi Grub, Ghost, Meal, Lichen-eating Caterpillar, Bracken, Hakea, White and Clara Satin, 
Cream Wave, Plantain, Mecynata, White-stemmed Gum, White-stemmed Wattle, Tiger, 
Crimson Tiger, Green-blotched, Variable Cutworm 

Butterflies 
JC/JL/JM/JW/FM 

Splendid Ochre, Barred Skipper, Narrow-brand Grass-dart, White-banded Grass-dart, Orchard 
and Dainty Swallowtail, Caper and Cabbage White, Dusky Knight, Brown Ringlet, Imperial, 
Black Jezebel, Varied Sword-grass Brown, Common and Bank’s Brown, Marbled Xenica, 
Meadow Argus, Aust Painted Lady, Yellow Admiral, Monarch, Common Grass Blue 

Dragon and  
Damselflies 
JC/JM 

Common Bluetail, Wandering, Scarlet and Black-faced Percher, Blue Skimmer, Tau Emerald,  

Beetles  
JC/JM 

Plague Soldier, Repsimus, Click, Dung; Ladybirds: Transverse, Twenty-six Spotted, Spotted 
Amber, Striped, Fungus-eating, Steelblue, Acacia Leaf 

Bugs  
JC/JM 

Bronze Orange, Harlequin, Assassin, Green Vegetable, Water Strider 

Spiders 
AC/JC/JL/JM/ 
DO/JW/FM 

Leaf-curling, Red Back, Daddy Long Legs, Black House, White-tailed, Little Striped and 
Garden Wolf, Huntsman, Jumping, Water, Comb-footed, Wheel-weaving 

 
Contributors               Abbreviations 
MA M Anderson, MB NM N Montgomery, MO BB Batemans Bay 
ABB A&B Bellingham, Mossy Pt JM J Morgan, PS BBWG Batemans Bay Water Gardens 
DB D Bertzeletos, Surfside WN W Nelson, TS BI Bermagui 
AC A Christiansen, MB DO D Ondinea, Coolagolite BP Burrewarra Point 
NC N Clark, Surf Beach HR H Ransom, Mossy Pt Com Comerang 
JC  J&P Collett, Com MS M Summerhayes, MYA CO Congo 
IAG I&A Grant, Lilli Pilli JW J Whiter, BP DS Durras 
MG M Griggs, Sunshine Bay FM Field Meeting ERBG Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens 
SMG S&M Guppy, MKS  B Jones, Pambula MKS Maulbrooks Rd S, MYA 
JH J&J Houghton, TS   MO Meringo 
TH T Hunt, OMBS   MYA Moruya 
NJ N Jones, Long Beach   MH Moruya Heads, N&S 
DHK D&H Kay, Bergalia   MB Mystery Bay 
JL J&J Liney, MYA   NA Narooma 
    NP National Park 
    PS Pedro Swamp 
    PDD Percy Davis Drive, Broulee 
    PP Potato Point 
    SB Surf Beach 
    SF State Forest 
    TS Tuross 
    WL Wallaga Lake 
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